[image: Discover University of Wales Trinity Saint David]




BMPL4001/BMPS4008
Evidence-Based Policing
Assignment 2
Evidence Based Policing & Applications


Chosen Question: Explain the key theories of Crime Prevention discuss how they might be applied in practice (using examples)







Student Name – Florin Doditoiu	
Student ID - 2132424



Table of Contents
Introduction	3
Theories of Crime Prevention	4
Social Disorganization Theory	4
Crime Pattern Theory	4
Situational Crime Prevention	5
Crime Prevention through Environmental Design	5
Rational Choice Theory	6
Practical Application of Crime Prevention Theories	7
Social Disorganization Theory	7
Crime Pattern Theory	7
Situational Crime Prevention	7
Crime Prevention through Environmental Design	7
Rational Choice Theory	8
Conclusion	9
References	10



[bookmark: _Toc108874031]Introduction
The report would mainly address the various theories for the prevention of crime such as the social disorganization theory, crime pattern theory, situational crime prevention, crime prevention through environmental design, and rational choice theory. A brief explanation would be given of these theories. How these theories could be applied in the practical life would also be evaluated in the report. 


[bookmark: _Toc108874032]Theories of Crime Prevention
There are numerous theories through which crime could be prevented or reduced such as rational choice theory, situational crime prevention, crime prevention through environmental design, social disorganization theory, and crime pattern theory.
[bookmark: _Toc108874033]Social Disorganization Theory
The social disorganization theory was developed or introduced by Clifford Shaw and Henry D. McKay in the year 1942. According to this theory, the social, as well as physical environments or surroundings of a person,are the reason behind the choice of behavior made by that person (Kubrin, Branic and Hipp, 2021). The location plays a key role in foreseeing any illegal movement. The areas comprising a high rate of crimes have high chances of people involving in criminal activities. The main problems that could be identified in the areas with high crime rates are poverty, mixing of culture and ethnicity at higher levels, and physical decrepitude. The delinquent behavior of an individual is just a normal reaction to the conditions faced by him which are not considered to be normal. The social disorganization theory could be of great use as it can help in predicting the violence and crime committed by the youth within the community. This theory considers that the location of the residence of a person is more important than the characteristics of a person while foreseeing criminal conduct. The reason behind the delinquent behavior of a juvenile is approval received by him through the culture of the urban neighborhood which is disadvantaged and backward at the same time. Hence, the main focus of this theory is on the location of the offender whenever the issue of criminality appears.
[bookmark: _Toc108874034]Crime Pattern Theory
This theory is the combination of rational choice theory and routine activities theory. The crime pattern theory helps in explaining the three-dimensional patterns relating to the crime (van Sleeuwen, Ruiter and Stenbeek, 2021).It assists in understanding the distribution of crime among distinct areas. The interaction of a person with his social as well as physical environment is evaluated to ascertain the impact created by such interaction on the choices made by the offenders. This theory believes that the bifurcation of the crime incidents over areas, time, and among people is influenced by how the potential targets come to the knowledge of the offender. Every offender, just like other non-offenders, is normally involved in routine activities such as work, home, shopping, recreation, and school. The criminal opportunities that appear near the routine work areas of the offenders are most likely to be grabbed by the offender. If no such opportunity would be present nearby then the chances of offending would be reduced and would ultimately reduce the rate of crime in the society or the community. The main focus of the crime pattern theory is on the concept of place. The presence of the offender at the location of the crime is essential along with the characteristics of a placethat directly or indirectly affects the occurrence of a crime. This theory is linked with the areas in which the potential targets are found and the situation in which they are found. 
[bookmark: _Toc108874035]Situational Crime Prevention
The basis of this theory is taken from the rational choice theory and routine activities theory. The main focus of this theory is on the settings or the area where the crime has occurred (Freilich, Gruenewald and Mandala, 2019). The least focus has been kept on the individual committing the particular criminal activity. The theory believes that changes need to be made in the management and environment to reduce the chances of the occurrence of the crimes. The main aim of situational crime prevention is to enhance the risk involved or reduction of the reward to be attained from the criminal activity. It would assist in ensuring that committing the criminal activity would become difficult or the return of the commitment of the criminal activity low for that risk to be taken by the offender. 25 techniques were proposed by Cornish and Clarke in the year 2003. Five groups were created out of these techniques including the enhancement of the risk in the commission of an offense, removal of the excuses, decreasing the provocations, decreasing the rewards of committing an offense, and enhancement in the efforts required to commit an offense.
[bookmark: _Toc108874036]Crime Prevention through Environmental Design
This theory was proposed by C. Ray Jeffery. The key feature of this theory is that the environment has been used to reduce the rate of crime within the community. The main objective of this theory is to identify the situations of the social as well as the physical environment that leads to the commission of the crimes (Armitage and Ekblom, 2018). If those conditions would be identified effectively then such conditions or situations could be modified to reduce the chances of the occurrence of crime. The features or the elements of the physical environment could play a key role in the facilitation or inhabitation of the crime within the community. This theory was not found to be of much importance as it failed to deal with the causes behind the commission of criminal activity. The reduction in the number of crime targets does not reduce the motivation for the commission of the crime by the offender. This theory was not that much effective because with the help of this theory crime would be bifurcated between different areas but it would not be stopped. The crime will be reduced in one area leading to an enhancement in the number of crimes in another area. 
[bookmark: _Toc108874037]Rational Choice Theory
The famous economist and philosopher, Adam Smith, introduced the rational choice theory. It was held by him that a personthinks rationally by evaluating the benefits and drawbacks of the decisions which are to be taken by him. A person would often take those decisions or choices that would provide him with maximum advantage and minimum disadvantage. The rational choice theory considers the individual as a basic reason behind the occurrence of criminal activity, while many other authors gave the external factors the credit behind the commission of a crime by a person. The assumptions involved in this theory are that people get the motivation through their personal goals or desires and keep these goals or desires within the choices made by them (Zhao, et. al., 2021). It is also assumed that the people generally make a comparison between the results of the distinct choices made by him. Normally people choose the way by which the maximum benefit could be incurred. According to theory, criminal activity is the outcome of a decision thatis taken by considering all the factors, both pros, and cons. The process of calculating the costs and drawbacks of a particular decision while considering the personal interest of an individual is known s hedonistic calculus. The application of this theory is mainly done by adult people since the ability to make rational decisions is lacking among children. There are two benefits of the rational choice theory. The first benefit is that this theory helps in ascertaining the reason behind the decisions taken by the people which are not correct or ideal. The second benefit is that this theory assists in understanding the wide variety of criminal activities committed by a person, society, and a group. The drawback of this theory is that not all people think rationally. 


[bookmark: _Toc108874038]Practical Application of Crime Prevention Theories
The theories could be practically applied in the following manner-
[bookmark: _Toc108874039]Social Disorganization Theory
This theory could be proved highly significant to reduce the rate of crime within the community. The government and the policymakers of the nation could form and implement such policies which can assist in the prevention of crimes in the communities which is disadvantaged. The government can make their focus on the socially and financially disadvantaged groups or communities. It would ultimately reduce the rate of crime in the nation.
[bookmark: _Toc108874040]Crime Pattern Theory
This theory could be effectively used in understanding the type of victim, location, and the circumstantial characteristics of the sexual offenses committed by an individual. This could be used to evaluate that the location of the offense is different from the location at which the victim was primarily encountered by the offender (Mogavero and Hsu, 2018). According to a survey, it was found that the victims of the child sexual offense are more likely to be contacted by the offender in their routine areas of congregation. 
[bookmark: _Toc108874041]Situational Crime Prevention
This theory could be applied for the purpose of the prevention of terrorism. Twenty-five techniques that were introduced by this theory could be used in the identification of the structure of the opportunities for the specific types of terrorist activities and the steps taken by the terrorists from the starting to the endwhile carrying out terrorist activity (Berkell, 2019). The points could also be identified where the interruption could be done to disrupt the journey of terrorists of the destruction of property and injury to people. 
[bookmark: _Toc108874042]Crime Prevention through Environmental Design
This theory of crime prevention could be used to reduce the rate of cyber-crimes occurring within the community. The strategies of the crime prevention through environmental design could be effectively implemented to reduce the number of commands that are being typed in the computer that has been attacked, and would ultimately decrease the possibility of the hackers to return to the environment which has already been hacked (Fisher, Maimon and Berenblum, 2022). The cybercrimes could be reduced to a great extent with the application of the theory of crime prevention through environmental design. 
[bookmark: _Toc108874043]Rational Choice Theory
This theory could be applied in many areas that create an impact on the humans living in the community. The application of the rational choice theory could be done in business and economics as it can help in explaining the purchasing pattern or behavior of an individual. This theory could also be applied in sociology as it can effectively describe social phenomena. The reason behind this is that the actions of an individual can create an impact on the institutions and the social amendment. The theory could also be applied in politics as well. The voting behavior of the people could be ascertained by the use of this theory. How the political problems could be managed and the behavior of the politicians could also be determined by the application of this theory. The rational choice theory could also be used for identifying the motivation of the drug addict patients and other alternatives could be provided to the patients which could provide equal satisfaction and results to them. 


[bookmark: _Toc108874044]Conclusion
Various crime prevention theories such as the social disorganization theory, rational choice theory, situational crime prevention, crime pattern theory, and crime prevention through environmental design has been discussed in the report briefly. It can be concluded through this report that every theory has a distinct practical application to reduce the rate of crime within the community. The rational choice theory could be used for the treatment of drug addicts, in the politics, etc. The crime prevention through environmental design could be used to reduce the rate of cyber-crimes within the community or society. The theory of situational crime prevention could be used in keeping a check on the terrorist activities. 


[bookmark: _Toc108874045]References
Armitage, R. and Ekblom, P., 2018. Rebuilding Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design. Routledge.
Berkell, K., 2019. A criminological approach to preventing terrorism: Situational crime prevention and the crime prevention literature. Criminal Justice Policy Review, 30(9), pp.1283-1311.https://icct.nl/app/uploads/2020/11/Chapter-3.pdf
Fisher, D., Maimon, D. and Berenblum, T., 2022. Examining the crime prevention claims of crime prevention through environmental design on system-trespassing behaviors: a randomized experiment. Security Journal, 35(2), pp.400-422.https://scholarworks.gsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1019&context=ebcs_articles
Freilich, J.D., Gruenewald, J. and Mandala, M., 2019. Situational crime prevention and terrorism: An assessment of 10 years of research. Criminal justice policy review, 30(9), pp.1283-1311.https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jeff-Gruenewald/publication/328257967_Situational_Crime_Prevention_and_Terrorism_An_Assessment_of_10_Years_of_Research/links/5c939f3a45851506d7221998/Situational-Crime-Prevention-and-Terrorism-An-Assessment-of-10-Years-of-Research.pdf
Kubrin, C.E., Branic, N. and Hipp, J.R., 2021. (Re) conceptualizing neighborhood ecology in social disorganization theory: from a variable-centered approach to a neighborhood-centered approach. Crime & Delinquency, p.00111287211041527.https://escholarship.org/content/qt39p2d4m7/qt39p2d4m7.pdf
Mogavero, M.C. and Hsu, K.H., 2018. Sex offender mobility: An application of crime pattern theory among child sex offenders. Sexual Abuse, 30(8), pp.908-931.https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Melanie-Mogavero-2/publication/317333382_Sex_Offender_Mobility_An_Application_of_Crime_Pattern_Theory_Among_Child_Sex_Offenders/links/5ac413bd458515564eaf229a/Sex-Offender-Mobility-An-Application-of-Crime-Pattern-Theory-Among-Child-Sex-Offenders.pdf
van Sleeuwen, S.E., Ruiter, S. and Steenbeek, W., 2021. Right place, right time? Making crime pattern theory time-specific. Crime Science, 10(1), pp.1-10.https://crimesciencejournal.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s40163-021-00139-8.pdf
Zhao, J., Wang, X., Zhang, H. and Zhao, R., 2021. Rational choice theory applied to an explanation of juvenile offender decision making in the Chinese setting. International journal of offender therapy and comparative criminology, 65(4), pp.434-457.https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Xinting-Wang-8/publication/342012042_Rational_Choice_Theory_Applied_to_an_Explanation_of_Juvenile_Offender_Decision_Making_in_the_Chinese_Setting/links/62153accba15e05e2ea081a3/Rational-Choice-Theory-Applied-to-an-Explanation-of-Juvenile-Offender-Decision-Making-in-the-Chinese-Setting.pdf

10

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
¥ Drindod Dew Sant

J University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




