Sparta: An extraordinary
Polis

Lecture 2: Geography
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The big green
dots
are the plains, the

t of the '
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Main Rivers in
Lakonia and
Messenia




The Evrotas Valley

.iccs.ntua.gr/mission_clip_image002_0006.jpg




The Evrotas River near Brontama




The River Pamisos B

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/136/318388681_705
13f3636.jpg

Waterfalls at the River Nedha
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Main Mountains
In Lakonia and
Messgnia '



Taygetos Mountain

View of
Taygetos
From modern



Lakonia and Lacedaimon

» The terms Sparta, Lakonia and Lacedaimon
are not interchangeable.

» Lakonia is the area east of Mt. Taygetos.
» Lakonia is not a state, Sparta is.
» Lacedaimon is the state including Messenia.




Lacedaimon t}v,




The area of Lacedaimon

» These figures relate to the period after 545
BCE.

» Area: 8,500 km?= 2,100,395 acres

» Lacedaimon was the largest single political
entity in the Greek world. Its nearest rival,
Athens, had merely 2,500 km? (=617,763

acres)




Thucydides 1.10.2

» For | suppose if Lacedaemon were to become

desolate, and the tem
foundations of the pu
that as time went on t

nles and the
olic buildings were left,

nere would be a strong

disposition with posterity to refuse to accept
her fame as a true exponent of her power.
And yet they occupy two-fifths of

Peloponnese and lead

the whole, not to speak

of their numerous allies without.




The Climate

» The climate in the eastern Mediterranean and
particularly in Greece is one of constant
fluctuation.

» Climatic factors influence agriculture and
hence the wealth of a community and its
ability to feed itself, as well as produce
surplus for trade.




The Climate in Lakonia

» Mean temperature in July: 27 °C
» Mean temperature in January: 8.8 C
» Mean rainfall 81.66 cm

» Average number of rain-days: 87 pa

» Annual drought season: 2 months (July and
August)

» Wind power: Force 7-8 Beaufort scale
(meltemi season).




The influence of the mountains

» Lakonia receives more rainfall per year than
most areas in southern Greece.

» The drought season is often alleviated by
rainstorms.

» Mt Taygetos and Mt Parnon are responsible
for the updraughts that bring more rain.
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Herodotus 7.168

» As for the Corcyraeans, their answer to the envoys and their acts were as
| will show. The men who had gone to Sicily sought their aid too, using
the same arguments which they had used with Gelon. The Corcyraeans
straightaway promised to send help and protection, declaring that they
would not allow Hellas to perish, for if she should fall, the very next day
would certainly see them also enslaved. They would accordingly have to
help to the best of their ability. [2]Now this answer seemed fair enough,
but when the time came for sending help, their minds changed. They
manned sixty ships and put out to sea, making for the coast of the
Peloponnese. There, however, they anchored off Pylos and Taenarus in
the Lacedaemonian territory, waiting like the others to see which way the
war should incline. ... [4]They were, however, also ready with an excuse
which they could make to the Greeks, and in the end they made it; when
the Greeks blamed them for sending no help, they said that they had
manned sixty triremes, but that they could not round Malea because of
the Etesian winds. It was for this reason, they said, that they could not
arrive at Salamis; it was not cowardliness which made them late for the
sea-fight. With such a plea they put the Greeks off.




Follow-up Reading

» Cartledge, Paul. Sparta and Lakonia . A
Regional History, 1300-362 BCE, London,
2002, pp.3-40

» Pausanias FPeriegesis Book 3

» This reading can be found online; links can
be found in the follow-up reading links for
this lecture on Moodle.



http://www.netlibrary.com/urlapi.asp?action=summary&v=1&bookid=89922
http://www.netlibrary.com/urlapi.asp?action=summary&v=1&bookid=89922
http://www.netlibrary.com/urlapi.asp?action=summary&v=1&bookid=89922
http://www.netlibrary.com/urlapi.asp?action=summary&v=1&bookid=89922
http://www.netlibrary.com/urlapi.asp?action=summary&v=1&bookid=89922
http://www.netlibrary.com/urlapi.asp?action=summary&v=1&bookid=89922
http://www.netlibrary.com/urlapi.asp?action=summary&v=1&bookid=89922
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Paus.+3&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0160

Questions




