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Writing for University (HPFY3012)
Assignment 1: The Review
Topic: “At Least We Aren’t Speaking German”: Demographic Change, National Identity, and the Future of Britain
Academic Review: “The European Family? Wouldn’t That Be the White People?”: Brexit and British Ethnic Minority Attitudes Towards Europe.

Introduction
Neema Begum’s article, “The European Family? Wouldn’t That Be the White People?”, critically examines how British ethnic minorities perceive Europe and the European Union (EU) in the context of Brexit. Using qualitative research methods, including focus groups and interviews, Begum (2023) explores how racialized minorities conceptualize their place within the EU, challenging dominant narratives that frame Brexit as a binary choice between progressivism and nationalism. The article argues that ethnic minority attitudes towards Brexit were shaped not only by domestic political debates but also by their lived experiences of racial exclusion within Europe itself.

Methodological Whiteness and Brexit Scholarship
A central theme in Begum’s work is the notion of “methodological whiteness,” a critique of how political science literature often overlooks the racial and colonial dimensions of European identity (Bhambra, 2017). She challenges mainstream Brexit analyses for failing to recognize the unique perspectives of ethnic minorities, who frequently view European identity as exclusive and racialized. While many ethnic minorities supported Remain, Begum (2023) highlights that this was often a reaction against the xenophobic rhetoric of the Leave campaign rather than a strong affinity for the EU itself. This complicates the common narrative that Brexit was purely about nationalism and Remain was a vote for inclusivity.

Ethnic Minority Perceptions of EU Immigration Policies
One of the article’s most compelling contributions is its analysis of ethnic minority perspectives on the EU’s immigration policies. While Remain campaigners often presented the EU as a symbol of diversity and openness, Begum’s research reveals that many ethnic minorities viewed this framing as misleading. The article discusses how the EU eases free movement for white Europeans while simultaneously fortifying its external borders against racialized migrants from Africa and the Middle East (Benson and Lewis, 2019). This reinforces the idea of ‘Fortress Europe,’ where inclusivity is selectively applied.

Racial and Religious Exclusion in Europe
Begum (2023) also explores the perception that European societies are more racist and Islamophobic than Britain. Many Muslim participants in her study expressed concerns about policies such as France’s hijab ban and other restrictions on religious expression, which they saw as direct attacks on their identity. This perspective challenges the widely held assumption that the EU is inherently progressive, instead highlighting the ways in which racial and religious minorities often feel alienated. In contrast, many ethnic minority participants expressed a stronger identification with Britishness, which they perceived as a more inclusive civic identity compared to European identity, which remained tied to whiteness (Fox, Moroşanu, and Szilassy, 2015).

Strengths and Limitations of the Study
Methodologically, Begum’s use of qualitative research is one of the article’s key strengths. By prioritizing the voices of ethnic minority voters, she effectively challenges their absence in mainstream Brexit debates. However, the study’s relatively small sample size limits the generalizability of its findings. Future research could build on this work by incorporating larger datasets and examining how these attitudes have evolved in the years following Brexit (Virdee and McGeever, 2018).

Conclusion
Overall, “The European Family? Wouldn’t That Be the White People?” offers a thought-provoking contribution to discussions on race, identity, and Brexit. Begum (2023) challenges simplistic narratives that portray Remain as inclusive and leave as reactionary, showing instead that ethnic minorities navigated the Brexit debate in complex and often contradictory ways. The article provides a necessary corrective to the methodological whiteness of Brexit scholarship, demonstrating that race and identity were central to the referendum’s political landscape.
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