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Figure 1: Floorplan of Exhibition with images inside

Figure 2: Bronson drawing “never walk backwards into a madman’s nightmare’

Figure3: Bronson drawing ‘1314 Cat A’

Figure 4: Bronson drawing “his books’

Figure 5: Bronson's 1314 life

Figure 6: Bronson drawing the asylum

Introduction
Art is seen everywhere, it communicates ideas, thoughts and feelings, you can learn a lot about someone by their art, “The Bronson’s Exhibition” gives my viewers a glimpse into the mind of one of the most notorious madman prisoner ever known, His art work was bought by many and psychologists took a great interest to use this as analysis into his psyche. This exhibition opens up the mind of the viewer by becoming part of the environment where he produced this “ART” and getting a feel for the type of person who be in this environment, this exhibition looks into the psychoanalysis and psychodynamic therapy theory. Sigmund Freud believed in the ‘Talk Theory” but what happens if you are unable to talk, when your put in a position like Charles Bronson, taken away from other inmates because of his violence and put in solitary confinement. This takes me back to Sigmund Freud quote “For there is a way back from imagination to reality and that is-art” Sigmund Freud (1917), A general Introduction to Psychoanalysis. This exhibition will make the viewer look at the art work with a different outlook, as in this case the art work is an ‘Escape” and detaching from reality.  
Context
This exhibition shows only the work of the prisoner Charles Bronson’s and my interpretations of it. To do this I began looking at psychoanalysis and Freudian theory of personality. my subject on Charles Bronson became interesting when I started to learn about him and how he is violent yet loving, egoistical yet self-conscious, he was a control freak although not in control, put in prison for numerous accounts of crime and robbery and often alone inside prison and both outside of prison, hi ability to control and manipulate from the prison walls says a lot about his character, I believe he felt safe in prison and thrived in that environment and felt lost when released like a frightened little boy I wanted boundaries and this often came out in his art. Each piece of art usually featured himself in his current environment and his feelings at the time in written words around characters or objects, they never really showed any freedom within the work, he is usually restricted or surrounded by walls, which suggests maybe he didn’t want to be free. He also portrayed himself to be “insane” or a madman, which shows he wants to be feared and always wary of which straight gives distance between him and anyone he may encounter.  He knows he don’t fit in with society and thinks of himself as being different to everyone else, this also shows in his artwork so basically, he is always putting himself in to a metaphorical solitary confinement anyway.

This exhibition shows that artwork is an outlet to the repressed or currently feelings we have, but as Freud believes there are three levels to our psyche comparing the mind to an iceberg. The tip of the iceberg that is actually visible above the water represents just a tiny portion of the mind, while the huge expanse of ice hidden underneath the water represents the much larger unconscious does Charles Bronson’s work show more than just feelings, I think its shows a lot more than that.

To give the viewer an experience as well as it just being and exhibition, I want to create an atmosphere, I’m going to recreate a prison cell environment, that has damp old smells, dark lighting and stone effect walls and floors, almost an uninviting space which will become in intriguing to the viewer, I’m going to present the artwork randomly around the walls, almost as if they have been stuck by the spit of the inmate or pushed into cracks of the walls, I will also place some on the floor along with crumpled up paper of the sketches that were unsuccessful. This will help the viewer engage in the thought process of Charles Bronson and give them a feel into way he may be drawing the art that he does.
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Figure 2
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This is one of the images he drew whilst imprisoned, this appears to be a quite intimidated drawing posing a threat almost, Charles himself drawn standing in his cell taking a central stance, the colours seem to be kept quite neutral so dark tones is only really featured on his face and on the above window quoting “never walk backwards into a madman’s nightmare” this is obvious a threat to be wary of him, never to turn your back on him in this situation or any, he is saying subconsciously that he has been let down or betrayed before and he now can’t be trusted and neither can anyone else, I think it’s around the Christmas period as he as subtly put in berries and holly, so he is conscious of the fact he is in for Christmas so maybe this is significant to him, as family was important to Charles, and that time of year is usually family orientated, this is an insight to why he may be angry in this image.

Figure 3
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This image is very dark, his believes in the human race don’t show kindly in this image, he is obviously confessing he has no real respect for the human race, the human race is totally in blame, whereas nature and all the creatures within are totally blameless, the innocents of creatures getting hurt clearly upset him, and he has seen something that he didn’t like that day, as I thought originally and mentioned in the introduction, he does feel he is safer in prison as he feels a threat to himself as he cannot truly trust himself to behave correctly, he often refers to himself as the bird man which shows he does have a caring and compassionate side just like the subtle little objects in the background like flowers shows his other self although he does write H.M.P in the vase showing really nothing belongs to him, but there is a lot of information in the background, he clearly shows his number the unit he is in and name, which he knows eventually will get outside and this is a means for someone to get in contact through letters, so that outsource shows he craves communication just doesn’t want to say it, he making look like it’s an image with no really message when this image says quite a lot really. The CCTV camera above him shows he is constantly watched and under supervision and the writing underneath tells me he believes he is going to spend his last days imprisoned too.

Figure4[image: Image result for charles bronsons prison art]


This is a drawing of his books this could be before writing them and just an idea, but he did go on to write these books that were sold on auction for thousands of pounds. This doesn’t sound like a madman to me this sounds like an intelligent man who has thought of his next move, planning out his life like a book preparing for when he is released, like a film he already knows the plot “Bronson often looks like a filmed play-Charlie literally is on stage” {Vaughan R.M 2009} The Globe and Mail 30 October P.R.4


Figure 5
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In this drawing he has not featured himself where every other drawing usually does, it’s just his door maybe because to the screws who walk passed that’s all Charles is just a door, forever closed like he’s forgotten about, and everything on that side is free to move about, I think this is why he has used insects to interpret this, the two balloons again are giving messages to the viewer, that message he’s a spurs supporter and nice to be nice could just mean he has been calm and nice that day or someone else has been kind to him. These kinds of drawings don’t seem to have much significance they almost just like a doodle that he has done to pass time. In a film that they recreated Bronson’s life it all starts from the start of his criminal actions but no mention of his years as a circus strongman, a review was pointing the fact out that the film was “adapted from Bronson’s own drawings” Wheatley, Catherin, Sight and Sound, London, Vol 19, Issue 4 April (2009) so was it all exaggerated slightly with little or no truth.
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[image: Image result for charles bronsons prison art]
This image shows his days in the asylum the message of “sweets for everyone” are obviously the drugs they fed him and a lot of them too, he’s surrounded by his books, that situation spurred the book ideas for the legends and silent screams this was before he spent his rest of his time on solitary confinement in prison. These artworks are again telling a story of his journey, I once read an article which said “his only respite was being part of a weekly art class. His art teacher {who is eventually, inevitably, held hostage} sees promise in his work and encourages him to express himself (anonymous Sunday business post, Cork ,15 March 2009).
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