Multilingualism, multi-thinking (ECEY4004/C)
1.Hello, my name is Leah Mainwaring, and my student number is 2305472 today I am going to talk and explain to you the benefits of bilingualism/multilingualism, Welsh as an additional language/English as an additional language, brain development, divergent thinking, and the links with early years ‘frameworks and programmes.
2. first I am going to be explaining to you the definition of Bilingualism and multilingualism bilingualism is when you are fluent in or use more than one language. However, it seems that trying to define the term bilingual is problematic since most individuals with varying bilingual characteristics may be classified as bilingual. The definition of bilingualism can range from being advanced in more than one language, to an advanced level of the proficy  which allows the speaker to be able to function and as a native-like speaker of more than one language. If a person referred to themselves as bilingual, they mean only the ability to converse and communicate orally in the second language. Others may be stronger in reading in two or more languages. 
(Naldic ,2011, p.1) ‘To be bilingual means different things to different people’. Multilingualism is similar but you understand 3 or more languages at a usual and more natural occurrence and those people who are multilingual tend to be more oral than literal.
Colin Baker, the professor of education in Bangor University who is retired focused on bilingual education and bilingualism has published15 books and 100 other publications. His work and publications took a main appeal to the simultaneous part of bilingualism.  (Baker,2011) did research on the stages of acquiring those two languages at the same time in early life. Stage 1 mixes the ability of 2 languages, stage 2 is when the words are separated from each language, then for stage 3 – one language will become more dominant than the other (Devarakonda,2013).
Although being bilingual can be seen as challenging which could cause language delay (Light brown and Spada,2013), children should focus on one language to avoid confusion. Some educators try and advise parents by persuading them to raise their children as monolinguals (Bright and Filippi,2019).
In line with the Department of Education. The main motivation for this approach is the idea that speech errors may result from teaching a child a foreign language at an early age. Scientists have discovered, however, that being bilingual may promote the development of specific language and cognitive abilities. These abilities include mental flexibility, abstract thought, and working memory, a form of short-term memory necessary for problem-solving and learning.
3. WAL/EAL (Welsh additional language/English additional Language) children with WAL/EAL English or Welsh is not their first language, they are born in a different country and the language used at home by the parents is different. They learn Welsh as their second or third language but learn their social language first as they take longer to learn academic language. However, those types of learners may have different starting points and move through the stages at different rates.
[bookmark: _Int_4o6Wo7O8](Welsh Government,2014, p,vi) states that A student seeking a Welsh-medium education needs assistance in order to access the entire curriculum in Welsh, even though their native language is neither Welsh nor English.
Whereas (Ofsted,2013, p.2) refers English as an additional Language to students for whom English is not their native language. The title "English as a second language" is inaccurate because the learners may already be fluent in multiple other languages or dialects. to students for whom English is not their native language. The title "English as a second language" is inaccurate because the learners may already be fluent in multiple other languages or dialects. 
4. Brain Development bilingual newborns can seem to differentiate between 2 languages just 2 hours after birth, bilinguals keep more grey matter. It is known that the brain's left hemisphere is more dominant and analytical when following sensible procedures. While the right hemisphere is more active in emotional and social ones, it is a matter of degree not a split. However, language involves both types of functions. There is a theory that children learn language easier because of the plasticity of their developing brains as they use both brain hemispheres while adults only use the one. Being multilingual provides your brain with significant cognitive benefits There is increased participation in specific religions when using a second language.
Learning a new language is an exercise for the mind, it is the brain's equivalent to going to the gym every day. It helps to improve memory, creativity, problem solving and our concentration. Researchers have proven that the bilingual brain has greater attention and task-switching capacities than the monolingual brain, thanks to its acquired capacity to block one language while using the other.
5.Divergent thinking (Guilford1967) associated the properties of divergent thinking with four main characteristics
[bookmark: _Int_h7v9Tlwp]Fluency – being able to produce a large number of ideas rapidly or a solution to a problem
Flexibility- to have the capacity to have considered the varieties of approaches to the problem simultaneously
Elaboration – the ability to think through all the details of an idea then carry it out
Originality- to have the tendency to produce ideas which are different from those of other people
Divergent thinking can be associated through play as Divergent thinking abilities can be developed through play. Also, Divergent thinking is one of the cognitive thinking processes that are used in play. However, better divergent thinkers are typically the kids that use their imagination more when playing pretend. (Hoffman and Russ,2012)
Personal benefits of this could be having an increased feeling of self-worth helping you to have a positive self-image which helps to make your brain function longer. Therefore, in the later years of life it will benefit your health by gaining a faster recovery from strokes and a delayed onset of dementia. Divergent thinking can help with achieving better test scores, gaining better access to a larger social network, having a greater likelihood of going to college or university and Bilingual and multilingual workers are preferred by employers.
6. Links with early years framework
Bilingualism is important in early childhood education and is crucial in determining how a child develops cognitively. Adopting a diverse language environment at an early age improves problem-solving abilities and cognitive flexibility in addition to fostering a greater understanding and appreciation of many cultures. Bilingualism promotes effective communication, social interaction, and self-expression in line with the early years framework's emphasis on holistic development, creating a strong basis for future academic success and lifetime learning.
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