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The differences between high and low culture became apparent in the 18th century with high culture being seen as edifying and aesthetic contemplation, and accessed only by the upper classes. Whereas low culture was seen as mere entertainment and functional and was identified with the lower classes.
 With the powerful influence of mass media, cultural levels are not so easily described because what is known as the popular culture has cut across all levels of society, providing everyone the symbols, norms, values, and beliefs in the icons of this group. Definition of high culture, low culture (enotes, 2019).
  In today’s post-modernist society high culture can be seen as a pursuit of the wealthier/educated class, examples of this could be the Royal family and celebrities, leaving everything other as a default to low culture. Low culture is seen in derogatory terms as the art of the masses which is where popular culture comes in and levels out both high and low culture as a middle ground. However the media still places a bias on promoting high culture as opposed to other forms of low culture such as pornography, exploitation films and reality T.V. 
Art influences society by changing opinions, instilling values and translating experiences across space and time. Research has shown art affects the fundamental sense of self. How does art affect Culture and Society? (Masterpiece mixers, 2018).
  Art can be seen as a visual collective of history which records cannot provide, it shows the development of our society and the culture we have and do live in. From this it can cause social change as our values and fundamental needs change as well. Having examined the definition of both high and low culture and culture in art it is now necessary to discuss culture in both Pop art and Modernism before going into discussion about specific artists and their works in order to make a fair argument  on whether their work is considered to be high or low culture. 
Pop art is an art movement that emerged in the 1950s and flourished in the 1960s in America and Britain, drawing inspiration from sources in popular and commercial culture. Different cultures and countries contributed to the movement during the 1960s and 70s. Pop art-Art term (Tate, 2018).
   Personally I have engaged with the Pop art aesthetic of bold, flat colours within my own practice with acrylics, like the works of Lichtenstein the use of the colours to engage with the audience and have the classic commercial appeal to them as they did within the pop art era.
  Modernism refers to a global movement in society and culture that from the early decades of the twentieth century sought a new alignment with the experience and values of modern industrial life. Building on late nineteenth-century precedents, artists around the world used new imagery, materials and techniques to create artworks that they felt better reflected the realities and hopes of modern societies. Modernism (Tate, 2018). 
   However the global economy and its fluctuations have themselves had an impact upon the art world leaving traditional high cultured art settled in its place in society and low culture still fluctuating among low culture society, showing how economy has an effect on art itself and therefore effecting the changes within society and how we see art. Now that all definitions have been discussed, this section will be focused on artists who established themselves and worked throughout these two eras of art. Firstly starting with Georgia O`Keeffe. 
  O’Keeffe was an influential but one-off artist, outside the mainstream of modern art. Her work will probably be remembered and valued far longer than many other 20th century names that are currently in fashion or overpraised. Her intense and exotic imagery lay in that intriguing area between figuration and abstraction. She made very powerful images of nature and architecture, which have a strong period feel of the 1920s, 1930s and 1940.(Cumming, 2015).
   I have personally been influenced by O`Keeffe`s work within my own practice when looking at the way she has painted plants and flowers and the media in which she created them. The use of intense colours which still gave a realistic appeal I believe made her way ahead of her time within art and the techniques we use today. “remembered and valued far longer…than names currently fashion or overpraised.”(Cumming, 2015) this statement just clarifies that O`Keeffe is still valued as high culture today for her individuality as a person as well as for her work and doesn’t need to be a fashion trend to remain in popular culture. The divide between high and low culture has been breached by many artists one of whom is Frida Kahlo “Kahlo a Mexican painter, best known for her powerful, figurative images that synthesized her sufferings, both physically and emotionally, along with an exploration of themes of Mexican politics and identity” (Cumming, 2015) it should be considered that Kahlo now retains a high standing in high culture even though starting at a low status due to civilisations ideals at the time. From this quote, some would say that it only solidifies her place in high culture, not only as an artist but also as a strong political female figure. Ansel Adams who was an artist that instead of following the cultural trends, decided to change things up a bit and gave his viewers something new and refreshing. Adams juxtaposed photography of his time and focused on landscape photography, specifically on untouched, untainted nature found mainly in nature reserves. At the time his work would have been considered as low culture (if culture at all). However in today’s modern society a more environmentally aware society, his work would now be seen as high culture as global warming and environmental concerns are deemed relevant.
 Clearing Winter Storm was taken during his most experimental and creative period and is one of his most popular photographs. It shows the valley just after the snow storm has departed leaving behind a fresh fall of snow. Adams mastery of technique enabled him to obtain the maximum number of tones from a black and white film, imposing order on the apparent chaos of the storm by ridding the image of distracting elements and intensifying what he saw and important. (Farthing, 2010). 
  The Pop art movement was fundamental in influencing high-low culture. Artists were rebelling on the ideas of what art should be and began to take a more commercial approach to their work which had mixed views in terms of high and low culture. Low culture admired pop art as it was affordable, mass produced and relevant, compared to the high culture society who saw it as nonsense and preferred the more traditional aesthetics of art. Ultimately the popularity and admiration for the movement meant pop art inevitably became a part of high culture. The best example of this is Andy Warhol a Slovakian –Jewish immigrant who rose to fame and high culture society due to his works popularity.
 Andy Warhol started making printings of film star Marylin Monroe (1926-1962) soon after her death. He used a black and white publicity photograph taken by Gene Korman for the 1953 movie Niagara to create a stencil for silk-screen printing, a technique he had adopted for transferring a photographic image to canvas. He set up a new role model for the artist (much aspired to by today’s young stars): no longer the solitary genius expressing intense personal emotion (as Picasso and Pollock did), but the artist as a businessman- the equal of Hollywood film stars and directors and Madison Avenue advertising executives. (Farthing, 2010).
   Pop art clearly influenced artists on both sides of the continent in America and Britain. In Britain Lichtenstein and Blake achieved ground-breaking statements within the art world by influencing and expanding into different artistic genres. 
like many of Lichtenstein`s works his Whaam!  diptych is based on an image from a comic book – an issue of all-American Men of War. On the left panel an American fighter plane fires a rocket, which hits a plane in the right-hand panel. The painting retains the character of its original source material, but Lichtenstein made a number of changes, maximising the drama of his composition. He used different planes, enlarged the aircraft on the left and the flames on the right, and brought the two closer together. (Bugler et al. 2017).
  Unlike Lichtenstein’s over exaggerated colour palette, Peter Blake worked with a slightly softer range of colours but was still able to create the same overwhelming power in his work as his peers at the time. 
Sir Peter Blake an English Pop artist, best known for co-creating the sleeve design for the Beatles album Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band. His other best known works include the cover of the Band Aid single “Do they know it’s Christmas?”, and the Live Aid concert poster. Peter Blake (Tate, 2018).
   In conclusion it would seem that society’s preferences and what is “trending” at the time have a profound effect on whether something is high or low culture in conjunction with attitude, ideologies, economics and personal values. Popular culture has brought high and low culture together to form a new sub-culture that transcends class.
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