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School Background

The school in focus is situated in the heart of a busy town, within the county of Pembrokeshire, West Wales. The town consists of a large local authority council estate, as well as a number of privately-owned houses. The school currently consists of 200 pupils, out of which 40% are eligible for free school meals, which is far above the Welsh national average of 17.4% (Welsh Assembly Government, 2018). This has risen since the last inspection, which also coincides with the recent development of a large permanent Gypsy Traveller site within the local area. Children from this community now account for 20% of the school’s pupil population. 

The school has identified 30% of its pupils as needing some form of additional learning support, with low levels of literacy being a key barrier to other areas of learning. Many children who enter the school in nursery do so with low levels of communication and social skills. 

The school have recently received an Estyn inspection which highlighted areas 1.2, “Standards and progress of specific groups” (Estyn, 2018: 15), and 4.2, “Personal Development” (Estyn, 2018, p. 21) as areas that need improvement. The school, upon reflection of their recent Estyn inspection have devised a school development plan, which outlines the following five objectives:

1. Ensure that all pupils, regardless of their background, are making good progress in their learning (Estyn, 2018). 
2. Challenge stereotypes in pupil’s attitudes, choices and expectations” (Estyn, 2018, p.22), whilst also promoting their human rights (Estyn, 2018).
3. Support all children in becoming “ambitious, capable learners who…are ready to learn throughout their lives” (Donaldson, 2015: 31). 
4. Support learners in becoming “ethical, informed citizens” (Donaldson, 2015:31) who have “an understanding of their culture, the local community and the wider world” (Estyn, 2018:22). 
5. Encourage parental involvement within the school and maintain collaborative links with the wider community.  
Alongside this development plan, the school has also outlined six wellbeing goals (appendix F), as derived from Welsh Assembly Government’s Wellbeing of the Future Generations Act (2015). 
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Upon reflection, I feel that the strengths of this body of work include the depth of research utilised in creating my response. I am pleased with the coherence of the overall piece as I have attempted to interweave the school development plan with the suggestions made within the presentation. I have also tried to ensure there are clear links with the Wellbeing of the Future Generations Act and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of The Child, which I believe I have done so successfully.

However, there are elements that I would like to improve on, one of which is my delivery of the presentation itself. I feel that I could have made it more engaging through using either resources or through better use of body language. I would also have liked to include more content regarding the impact of parental involvement within education and transition, as well as showing more examples of how this could be incorporated into the intervention.

Moving forward, I would consider focusing on a narrower set of objectives in order to develop them further, whilst also making use of various resources to make the delivery of the work more engaging. 
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