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Title of Dissertation:

The Tang, Song, Ming and Qing Imperial Commentaries on the Classic of
Filial Piety and the Emperor's Filial Piety Governance

Aims and Objectives:

This paper focuses on the imperial commentaries on the Classic of Filial Piety
made by emperors throughout the ages, focusing on the Tang, Song, Ming and
Qing dynasties, and analyses and summarizes the differences and similarities in the
emperors' focus on the text of the Classic of Filial Piety in order to explore the
characteristics of the emperors' filial piety ideology, methods and effectiveness in

the context of the different eras.

Abstract (approximately 500 words):

The Classic of Filial Piety, one of the thirteen Confucian classics, focuses on the

Confucian ethical thought of filial piety. It is a very short text, but it has long been

the norm and code of conduct for the people, from the emperors to the common




people, to conduct themselves in the world. The emperors who wrote notes on it,
such as Emperor Yuan of Jin, who wrote Xiaojing Zhuan, Emperor Xiaowu of Jin,
who wrote Zongmingguan Xiaojing Yanyi, and Emperor Wu of Liang, who wrote
Xiaojing VYishu, have now been lost. By focusing on the surviving imperial
commentaries of the Tang, Song, Ming, and Qing dynasties, the writer will explore
the concepts of filial piety and its impact on social reality of the emperors in
different periods, with a view to gaining a more multifaceted understanding of the
emperors' filial piety and a more in-depth study of the text of the Book of Filial
Piety.

The paper will be separated into six chapters:

Chapter 1 (700 words)

This chapter briefly describes the motivation, methodology and purpose of
the problem-awareness study. By summarising the results of previous research, it
explores the understanding and interpretation of the text of the Book of Filial Piety
by different emperors in different periods, and analyses the similarities and
differences in the methods, backgrounds, and effectiveness of the implementation
of filial piety.

Chapter 2 (2300 words)

Imperial Annotation of the Book of Filial Piety and the Rule of Filial Piety in the
Tang Dynasty

Section I. Origin and background of the imperial annotations Source and
development

Section 2: Contents of the Imperial Annotations (Selection of scriptures,
compilation style, and references to the annotations)

Section 3: Characteristics and Influence




Chapter 3 (2000 words)

The Imperial Annotation of the Book of Filial Piety and the Rule of Filial Piety
in the Song Dynasty

Section 1: The Origin and Background of the Imperial Commentary and its
Development

Section 2: Contents of the Imperial Annotations (Selection of scriptures,
compilation style, and references to the annotations)

Section 3: Characteristics and Influence
Chapter 4 (2000 words)

The Imperial Commentary on the Book of Filial Piety and the Rule of Filial Piety
in the Ming Dynasty

Section 1: The Origin and Background of the Imperial Commentary and its
Development

Section 2: Contents of the Imperial Annotations (Selection of scriptures,
compilation style, and references to the annotations)

Section 3: Characteristics and Influence
Chapter 5 (2400 words)

The Qing Imperial Commentary on the Book of Filial Piety and the Rule of Filial
Piety

Section 1: The Origin and Background of the Imperial Commentary and its
Development

Section 2: Contents of the Imperial Annotations (Selection of scriptures,
compilation style, and references to the annotations)

Section 3: Characteristics and Influence
Chapter 6 (600 words)

Conclusion




The four dynasties in the focus of this paper each had their own emphasis in
the commentary on the Classic of Filial Piety, and each had its own characteristics
in terms of the choice of scriptures (the dispute between the present and the
ancient texts), the compilation style, and the commentary's reference to a wide
variety of sources, which were closely related to their social backgrounds and the
emperors' filial piety and governance focuses. Through comparative analysis, we
can explore the value of the different styles of imperial filial piety from the

perspective of the emperor and the scholars' studies.
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