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	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)
Educational experiences of university students with a late diagnosis of ADHD







	Background: 250 words 

Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? What methodological approach do you wish to take and why?  

ADHD was once believed to be outgrown during the adolescent stage, however recent research has shown that ADHD continues into adulthood and can impair up to 50 percent of adults diagnosed, (Okie, 2006). However, within adulthood, the symptoms may be the same as children with ADHD, but the signs differ considerably, causing more difficulties on a day-to-day bases. Evidence shows that a failure to diagnose ADHD prevents individuals from getting the assistance they need to achieve their full potential in academic settings (Faraone, 2003). This is supported by the literature that states college students with ADHD have an increase of academic and psychological issues, are more like to underachieve compared to their peers and are less likely to participate or graduate from college, (DuPaul et al, 2001; Weyandt & DuPaul, 2006).To the best of my knowledge, there is little research surrounding a late diagnosis of ADHD in adults and how this may affect their academic performance in higher education. Understanding the effects that a late diagnosis has had on an individual would help to better understand the difficulties they have experienced due to not being diagnosed sooner and could help to establish educational interventions for future academic success. Due to this, I would like to conduct interviews with adult students within the university who have been diagnosed with ADHD in adulthood. From this I want to explore their experiences of education (before and after diagnosis). I am interested in how they think that ADHD has impacted their education and if they have noticed an improvement since diagnosis. As well as the above, questions will also explore their hopes for the future now that they have a diagnosis. 

I will interview 6-8 individuals with a late diagnosis of ADHD. Interviews will be recorded using a Dictaphone and transcribed verbatim. Braun and Clarke’s (2006, 2015) thematic analysis will be used to analyse the transcripts. 
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