Tile 5 tasks
The Ankou and Death in Brittany 

Brittany is often dubbed the land of legend and myth. Indeed its ‘otherworldliness’ may be the single most important association of Brittany in the popular imagination. A number of the authors we are studying use these legends in their writing about Brittany, though not always for the same purpose. 

Read the short story ‘The Sign’, from the collection Cruel Tales by Villiers de l’Isle-Adam, and consider the following questions.
Read the short extract from Pierre-Jakez Hélias’s Le Cheval d’Orgueil as a point of comparison.

Consider the following questions:

1. What do you know about the Ankou?


2. What do you know about Villiers?


3. 	What are the associations of Brittany in this story?



4. 	What use does Villiers de l’Isle-Adam make of legends and/or story-telling in this story?



5. 	Do you think that Brittany is associated with legends/ myths/ the supernatural today? (consider tourism, publishing etc.). Do you see this as a problem?






