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HPAH6059-Assignment 1
Give a detailed account of Alexander’s relationship with Roxanne in the sources and include analysis of reasons for the differences. Focus upon Quintus Curtius Rufus 8.4.21-30; Plutarch Alex. 47.4; Arrian 4.19.5-6. 
The relationships throughout Alexander the Great life may be characterised as controversial due to their credibility. This is something which is apparent within both modern scholarship and the original source material. However, the marital union between Alexander and his first wife, Roxanne, is one that is relevant within most sources, accentuating its reliability.[footnoteRef:1] Ancient sources depict the marriage as having a political narrative as well as being a product of erōs, suggesting his control as a leader.[footnoteRef:2] All of the sources encountered however, have a different purpose as will be illustrated within this account. This may be due to the time of writing as well as their main influence. [1: Curt. 8. 4. 21-30; Plut. Alex 47. 4; Arr. An 4. 19. 5-6]  [2:  Beneker, 2012: 129] 

Plutarch briefly mentions their first encounter as a way of glorifying Alexander character by addressing that he was first to have a “sanction of law” before he would approach the maiden.[footnoteRef:3] Powell (1939) reinstates this ideology by suggestion that Lives, is a biographical account, not one of an historical nature, which aims to provide details based on the ‘King’s’ character.[footnoteRef:4] It is important to clarify that Plutarch’s writing would have been an attempt to give warning to his contemporary society of what may come if they were to allow corrupt leadership such as that of Julius Caesar and Alexander the Great. Therefore, by including the meeting of Roxanne in this piece, Plutarch is perpetuating Alexander’s brilliance through the legal affair which took place before his actual greeting of his first wife.[footnoteRef:5] Furthermore, he is depicting to the population what kind of union should take place in light of marriage.  [3:  Plut. Alex 47. 4]  [4:  Powell, 1939: 229]  [5:  Plut. Alex 47. 4] 


Plutarch’s account of Alexander’s espousal was to relay the concept that this union was both spawned from erōs whilst allowing him to establish more power. This would have been in an attempt to suggest that in order to be a good leader, one would need balance of power and promiscuity and it would not have been respectable for this union to have come from desire as this could have overcome Alexander’s emotions. This allows the deduction that if Alexander’s union was based purely on his passion, it would have made him a bad leader in the eyes of Plutarch. This ideology is also presented in Quintus Curtius’ narrative whereby there was importance in “establishing his empire that Persians and Macedonians be joined in wedlock”.[footnoteRef:6] Although Quintus Curtius does not dismiss Roxanne’s beauty which originally drew Alexander to the maiden, this inclusion reinstates that this union would have been based on political monopolisation and moves the narrative away from that of lust, which too often equates to a loss of self-control. Carney (1996) supports this view and suggests that Roxanne existed in Alexander’s world to appease those still resisting his rule, rather than to give Roxanne any type of power.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Curt. 8. 4. 25]  [7:  Carney, 1996: 576] 


Powell (1939) also suggests that similarities between Arrian and Plutarch allow “assumption of a common source”.[footnoteRef:8] This can be depicted through Alexander’s restraint shown when not approaching Roxanne.[footnoteRef:9] This alludes that Arrian and Plutarch were supportive of Alexander’s ways, despite what their underlying manipulation may have been (as seen in Plutarch’s account). On the contrary, Quintus Curtius’ depiction of Alexander is much less favourable which was most likely a response to the tyrannical rule of Caligula and Tiberius. Alexander is described as having “less mastery over his passions amid the constant indulgence of Fortune, against whom mortal man in not sufficiently on his guard”.[footnoteRef:10] This imagery depicts Alexander negatively due to his ardent passion overcoming his rational thought. Quintus Curtius also alludes that Alexander’s fellow Macedonian’s did not approve of his new marital affair, and disguised their true feelings. “His friends were ashamed that a father-in-law had been chosen from among the surrendered amid wine and feasting” further establishes their distain for Alexander’s current conquest. This may cause the further deduction that Alexander’s troops were unsupportive of the matrimony due to the father of Roxanne showing weakness through his surrender. This could also have strong relation to the ideologies that were held of Persian women and how they may impact hierarchies within the monarchy.[footnoteRef:11] However, as is included in the passage, the Macedonian’s kept their views to themselves due to the killing of Clitus, who had lost his life due to speaking out of turn.[footnoteRef:12] [8:  Powell, 1939: 231]  [9:  Plut. Alex 47. 4; Arr. An. 4. 19. 6]  [10:  Curt. 8. 4. 24-25]  [11:  Carney, 1996: 571]  [12:  Heckel, 1994: 74; Curt. 8. 4. 30] 


Quintus Curtius’ account also differs from that of Arrian and Plutarch due to the inclusion of Achilles when identifying why Alexander had a “desire to marry Roxane”.[footnoteRef:13] He notes that Achilles was an ancestor of Alexander, and this further develops the descendant’s supposed obsession with the epic hero. Arrian’s account did not exist to glorify Alexander’s physical relationships, but instead focused on Alexander’s military conquests connecting him to Darius the Great. This then couples Quintus Curtius’ account to Arrian through the inclusion of the Persian king and the beauty of their wives.[footnoteRef:14]  [13:  Heckel, 1994: 74; Curt. 8. 4. 26]  [14:  Curt. 8. 4. 25; Arr. An. 4. 19. 6] 


The original encounter of Alexander and Roxanne is definitely one that suggests the ruler’s character through his immediate infatuation with his first love, whom he remained married too until his death in 323 BCE. The sources seek to mould the narrative in a way that best fits their purpose of writing, whether that be to glorify Alexander or to suggest his weaknesses and warn the future of the Roman empire what his negative traits were. Despite varying differences among the passages, all of the sources are certain that Alexander fell in love with Roxanne because of her beauty.[footnoteRef:15] This common ground throughout the accounts adds to the reliability of this being the truth. However, that is not to say that the omission of some scenarios within the instantiations means that it is not the whole truth, instead it reinstates how authors pick and choose what they publish in order to impact the audience in which they are targeting.
 [15:  Müller, 2012: 296] 
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