
P3: Discuss the main weaknesses of your primary sources, and how these affect your argument in 250 words. 
In considering the weakness of primary sources Vanzetti et al concede their spatial analysis would have had similar results if Ötzi had ‘collapsed, or decided to lie down or camp’ (Vanzetti et al (2010) P 687) on the platform, freeze and thaw causing movement of the remains and artifacts.   
Vanzetti et al based their Spatial Point Pattern Analysis on assumed locations for some artifacts in the absence of ‘precise spatial information’. (Vanzetti et al (2010) P 683). There is no discussion on the movement or potential for casual removal of artifacts from the unsupervised site and the impact of this on the analysis.
To support their ceremonial burial hypothesis Vanzetti et al cite firstly the unfinished weapons as being ‘probably funerary items’. (Vanzetti et al (2010) P 687) excluding discussion of the significance of the unusual finished copper axe. Secondly referencing that bodies were stored and moved later for burial supported by much later evidence from the Sixteenth-Century. 
Nerlich et al consider Ötzi’s diet indicates he died in ‘early summer’ (Nerlich et al (2021)  *) from gut pollen vs Vanzetti’s ‘early/mid spring’ (Vanzetti et al (2010) P 682) – much is made of the pollen in the ice surrounding the body which dates to late summer/early autumn – no clear understanding of the disparate evidence. Flexibility in the language used to describe the movement between seasons may narrow the burial gap between the time of death and the time of burial.
Analysis of the primary source indicates inconsistencies in the argument for a ceremonial burial.
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