DESIGNING A PROJECT AND FORMULATING A RESEARCH PROPOSAL

The ‘research design’ is a detailed outline of how an investigation will take place. It is the framework that has been created to answer the research question. It defines the type of study and the methods that will be used. 
A ‘research proposal’ is a document that formalises the research design by providing a written description of the proposed programme of research.  This document provides a detailed description of the intended research project. It also provides a justification for the research, illustrating why it is important, valid and worthwhile.  
Here are some tips for getting this important document right:
· Make sure that you read, understand and follow the Assessment Specification form.
· A research proposal at this level should demonstrate that you:
· Are aware of, and can critically analyse, current thinking in the discipline; 
· Will create and interpret new knowledge (through research and advanced scholarship) and advance knowledge in the discipline; 
· Have the ability to design and implement a project that will enable you to generate new knowledge; 
· Are able to carry out research that is unique and/or offers new insight or development, with useful policy and practice implications (if relevant) and demonstrable impact; 
· Can provide a relevant background, have the required knowledge of relevant research techniques (including an evaluation and critique of methodology and methods); 
· Are able to produce a detailed and workable timetable with all eventualities covered; 
· Can critique, justify and modify your project in light of problems that can arise; 
· Will be able to publish your work after it has satisfied peer review
Suggested reading:

Bell, J. (2010) Doing your Research Project, 5th edition. Maidenhead: Open University Press. Walliman, N. (2011) Your Research Project: Designing and Planning your Work, 3rd edition. London: Sage
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