Iona Robertson; Task 2.
In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.

For this task, I will discuss how touring theatre affects audiences in terms of addressing social, political, and cultural issues; and relating it back to Tour 2’s show, a piece about plastic pollution, which is to be shown to 9 to 11-year-olds.

“How much plastic pollution is there? Approximately 51 trillion microscopic pieces of plastic, weighing 269,000 tons. That is about the same as 1345 adult blue whales. And 500 times the number of stars in our galaxy.” [1]

The most important thing we’re doing with our piece is educating children; not just about the problem, but about how bad it is. Our initial research led us to find out all this information and now we can pass on what we’ve learned to a young audience. We have scenes which discuss how the environment is affected by people not recycling, but we also use that scene to tell people about we should be recycling our plastic products; how we should be reusing things not just throwing them away; and how we can make conscious changes to our behaviours to use less plastic. So, for example, rinsing out plastic containers so they get recycled properly, or using cotton buds which aren’t made with plastic sticks.

“One person can make a difference, and everyone should try.” [2]

Touring theatre can affect an audience on political issues because it makes the general public aware of things they may not have thought about before, which enables them to have the knowledge and power to make a change. So although 9 to 11-year-olds may not be able to do anything themselves, bringing the issues up to their parent’s means it can influence the parents to do something about it. As an example, we have a scene which demonstrates how many bags and straws we use, and we know the government has already put policies in place for dealing with these particular items; so we know changes can be made. We also have other objects in use that people could get the government to tackle next.

“A five pence charge came into effect on single use carrier bags in England on 5 October 2015. […] The purpose of each single use carrier bag charge is to reduce the number of bags given out, increase their re-use and reduce litter. […] Government analysis of the scheme in July 2017 indicated that since the introduction of the scheme, the number of bags used has gone down by more than 80 percent in England. This means that more than nine billion fewer plastic bags have been used since the scheme was introduced.” [3]
In terms of cultural issues, I think touring theatre affects its audience by informing them on matters that they were previously unaware about. For example, Indonesia has the Citarum River which has been described as the most polluted river in the world and part of the reason why it is so bad is that developing countries don’t have the right facilities to get rid of their waste. Our piece has a scene in which plastic bottles are thrown into a river, and later another scene where swans are swimming in a different river which is also heavily polluted. I think this shows the audience how vast the issue is and how many people and animals are affected by it. Our piece is based in the UK and if we can see how bad it is over here, we can only imagine how much worse it is in developing countries. 

“Every day, no less than 20,000 tons of waste and 340,000 tons of wastewater, mostly from 2,000 textile factories, are disposed directly into the once clear and pristine waterways of the Citarum River. No wonder the fish are largely gone in the third-biggest river in Java.” [4]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, I think the biggest way that touring theatre affects its audience is through education and I wholeheartedly believe this is the most important thing for us to focus on, and that an audience should always leave with more to think about than what they came in with.
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