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This trip is one of the fieldwork elements to the Landscape Archaeology and Heritage module.  Students are introduced to a ‘Picturesque’ Landscape as one of the themes within the module. The students are visiting the Hafod Estate, itself open to the public and undertaking a tour of the estate following a well-established footpath, The Lady’s Walk). Parking and public toilets (portaloo) is available but otherwise facilities are limited. A short visit to Cymystwith and Devils Bridge will form a small element of the field experience but these are areas freely open to the public. No permissions are required to access lands or properties.

This risk assessment has been undertaken with respect to the University of Wales Trinity Saint David Health and Safety document, University Health & Safety Management document, Health, Safety & Security in Education, and Code of Practice for safety in Fieldwork and Group Safety at Water margins (DfES 2003)


Feasibility of Trip
Access:  This presents few problems.  We are operating from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David Lampeter campus. Access to and from the site will be by hired car and then  from public footpaths or roads and where appropriate, by foot.  The areas to be visited are open to the public and as such no special permission needs to be obtained or are available as open access areas.  In the event of problems arising during the field trip, appropriate advice has been included in the advice notes (see Safety in the Field Regulations, section 2).  The party is covered by University of Wales Trinity Saint David insurance arrangements, and a student handbook includes clear instructions on how to proceed in the event of a problem.   Care with footing should be stressed as we will be walking along well-trodden paths that may be muddy.

Fitness:  No specific pre-trip training is needed.  Potential problems are identified through the medical questionnaire issued to staff and students.  

Health: All staff and students will have to complete a confidential medical questionnaire (copy attached).  This will be used to identify particular problems (e.g. asthma and mobility issues) and where appropriate will be the subject of discussion between the student concerned and the Field Class leader (RC). All students have been told to carry their own first-line medications (see Safety in the Field Regulations section 2 in their student handbooks) and staff will be carrying a basic first-aid kit to deal with minor accidents (ibid). 

Staffing: There will be two members of staff on the day to supervise the students at all times in the field.




Risks inherent in the site(s)
Physical Hazards: The field sites are listed above and are all ‘open’ access in that they are public monuments and/or areas open to the public.  All students have been requested to take suitable water-proof and warm clothing. This is drawn to the attention of the students in the Safety in the Field Regulations (section 2) and on the moodle module page.  We will be working in an area with a river flowing through but will only be keeping to well defined public footpaths. The pathways on Hafod have been graded from moderate to strenuous see www.hafod.org – this will be a ‘moderate’ walk of around 3.6 km

Environmental Hazards: Weather is anticipated as being consistent with west Wales, fluctuating from warm, dry to cold and/or wet.  Potentially slippery nature of the ground after heavy rain and uneven terrain at tiems.  Advice has been given on the need to take appropriate footwear (see Safety in the Field Regulations section 2) and to behave sensibly and with their, and others’, safety in mind at all times. Students have been advised to take all precautions against exposure and getting cold and wet.  Appropriate clothing has been advised and identified as the responsibility of the students.  Students have also been warned not to expose themselves or others to risk and have been forbidden to enter any areas where access is restricted (see Safety in the Field Regulations section 1).  Advice has also been given on the need to take appropriate footwear (see Safety in the Field Regulations section 2) and to behave sensibly and with their and others’ safety in mind at all times. 


Risks Inherent in Work
Training: All students have been advised on appropriate Health and Safety issues, with reference to first-line medicines (Safety in the Field Regulations section 2), appropriate footwear and clothing (Safety in the Field Regulations section 2) and personal safety (Safety in the Field Regulations section 1).  

Chemical and Biological Hazards: None identified.

Personal Safety: The attention of the students is drawn to the Safety in the Field Regulations. General guidance on the terrain and locations have been outlined to the students, some general advice has been posted on moodle relating to suitability of clothing, footwear etc. Mobile phones will be carried by most individuals.

Organisation of Fieldwork
Pre-planning: This is one of a series of fieldtrips organised by the module coordinators, Dr Ros Coard and Quentin Drew, both experienced fieldworkers. 

Catering: Students can bring their own packed lunch – it is possible small local shops will be open but cannot be guaranteed out of season.  

The Group:  2 staff, 6 students 

The Individual: Lone working is not permitted.

Equipment: No specialist equipment is needed. Students are advised to provide for personal needs particularly suitable clothing & medicines. A general, small First Aid kit is carried by a member of staff. 

Conduct of Fieldwork

Local Conditions: These will be variable on the day (currently prediction is for cold but dry (ish) weather, may be scattered showers).  Students have some experience with fieldtrips and beyond usual measures local conditions are as favourable as can be expected for this time of year.  This assumes that students and staff undertake responsible behaviour at all times. Mobile signal is available in patches across the estate.

The Group: The group size is small enough for the location of everyone to be known through the working day.  Everyone will undertake the route (Lady’s Walk) as a single unit.

Working Practices: The size and management of group have already been indicated and there is adequate supervision at all times.

Emergencies: In the event of an emergency, procedures have been put in place to ensure rapid communication. Mobile phones will be carried – although it is recognised that coverage will be an issue in certain areas. Staff are aware of local hospitals and emergency facilities.  The nearest hospital is Bronglais at Aberystwyth with a 24 hour E&E unit, Caradoc Rd, Aberystwyth SY23 1ER tel. 01970 623131. 

Summary
Every attempt has been made to minimise the risks inherent in the forthcoming fieldwork experience, building both upon good practice and upon the experience of previous field courses of this nature.  No risk assessment, however, can cover every eventuality, or take into account unforeseen circumstances which lie beyond the control of the Project leader and his supervisors.
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