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“The distinctions lies in the fact that fine art is the idea (brought to life) while an illustration is a depiction (or explanation) of an idea. Fine art is simply for art’s sake. (Apatoff 2011). Discuss the factors that typically determine whether an artwork is labelled fine art or illustration (giving examples), and the connotations of this labelling.”
For this project I will be exploring and looking into the areas of fine art and illustration to be able to share my conclusion on whether the art works should be labelled in the fine art and illustration categories.  To be able to do this I will research into different artists, designers, practitioners, etc that are in the areas of fine art and illustration, I will also go and study them more in depth. This will mean I will have to gather information from books, articles, videos, websites etc. I already have an understanding about illustration but I haven’t been able to really dive in and explore, the same goes for fine art too. I have very little understanding about that area and this is my chance to be able to look into them more and to learn new skills to expand my knowledge on art but to also develop my creative knowledge. To be able to have an opinion of my own in this project I will go and discuss the artworks from a range of artists, this will help me be able to view the differences and similarities to add my judgement in the conclusion on whether or not the art works should be labelled within those categories. 
Illustration has so many mediums that are used in the area, for example there are Woodcutting, Watercolour, Lithography, Acrylic, Pen and Ink, Charcoal, and freehand etc. With technology expanding and growing its impacted illustrators majorly, Illustration methods have been able to improve a whole new array of medias and techniques, this includes software’s such as Procreate, Photoshop and illustrator. The traditional way of illustration has been around since drawing started, even it starting thousands of years ago it’s still a form of art that holds communication and expression. Each methods of illustration are completely different, for example, Charcoal illustrations are a whole new form from pencil sketching. It isn’t the same because the precisions and structures are different, charcoal is often the most common medium for illustrators as it’s quick and easy to create portraits and sketches. Another example is Watercolour, the main reason for this area is to be able to create effects, tones and shades. It’s great if you want to create soft landscapes and is prominently used for fashion illustrations and books. Illustration isn’t as simple as people may think, a lot could think that illustration fits in more with one area of art and then a lot may think that illustration sits somewhere between two areas such as surrealism and graphic design. Since illustration isn’t really known as art that represents “realism”, it’s harder to be able to depict its discipline. Illustration can be known as a source of art that provides advertisement, services and communications. It is rarely described as an area that is created with a lot of “meaning” or “diversity”, this is why many think it’s related with graphic design. “This term describes illustration that is less about personal expression and more about satisfying a service...” (Zeegen, 2009, p.6.) Illustration is constantly breaking traditions and disciplines, it’s that type of area of art that changes. The problem is that it can be a concern for illustration to always be different and imaginative. Illustrator Jim Flora is a well known artist and is known for his distinctive style. He was a commercial illustrator in the 1940s and had produced a lot of illustrations for well known children’s books such as “Grandpa’s Ghost Stories (1978)” and “The Day the Cow Sneezed (1957)”.
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Flora, J. (1957)

The Day the Cow Sneezed 
Flora used mediums such as painting and drawing for his illustrations. You can see that when he would illustrate for books it showed how imaginative he was to be able to produce imagery for children, he had that child mind aspect when it came to designing for younger audiences, like he was a child again. Flora not only drew in this type of way but he also would do prints and would often be put into the category of “Fine Art Prints”. Even though he was an illustrator he was also capable to develop his illustrations into many different areas like fine art and even interpreting music into his work. This is why Illustration and Illustrators are being put into the category of only being able to produce from the mind and being more imaginative than “realistic”.  “Classifying the role of the illustrator is as problematic as defining the discipline of illustration. Practitioners rarely operate solely as illustrators: their practice will often merge with territory chiefly inhabited by artists, designers, craftspeople, and even writers.” (Zeegen, 2009,p.10)  I agree with Zeegen with that quote as “illustrators often work across a range of disciplines” and create artworks with many medias, this can be down to the clients or the companies. For example, Illustrator Jim Flora was able to use different mediums in his art work because he would work for companies and musicians that would ask him to create artwork relating to their music which was jazz, he would create jazz cover art for RCA victor and Columbia Records.
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Flora, J. (1943)

Jazz Quintet 
As an illustrator you can easily be influenced by many things, even at once. A lot of illustrators are influenced majorly by other artists, music and locations. It’s about developing something you are really passionate about and being creative with it, it’s also a way to communicate through your art. It’s being able to create visual language and communication. Flora is a great example because he was able to create for children and music lovers whilst also adding visual messages. “As Illustration is about communicating a message, how that message is delivered is crucial. Developing a unique visual language can take many years if experimentation and fine-tuning.” (Zeegan,2009,p.30) Being an Illustrator is also a great way to learn different skills, if you had to illustrate a piece that involved music (such as Flora had to illustrate jazz) it’s an amazing way to be able to study the type of instruments. You not only develop your own creative skills but you also learn new skills at the same time.

Fine Art holds a lot of areas within it, just like illustration, there are many types of fine art such as Painting, Mosaic, Printmaking, Pottery, Architecture and Sculpture. Fine art is a way for us to categorize art for the sake of understanding interpretation. Painting, architecture and sculpture are the most used in fine art and they are often developed with poetry and music. Sculpture is a very strong category in fine art, it’s much more difficult as you have to be able to create 3 dimensional designs. Sculptors often use materials like clay or wax to be able to make easier incisions for more textured art works. Architecture is a great area to be able to create your own structure and composition of an art form, this is a great way for artists to be able to expand their work if they are fascinated in landscapes and buildings. Although anyone with the specialized skill can work to make a project a reality, the artist is the one who creates the blueprint. Fine art has always been known as a “perfect aesthetic” due to its methods that can be used, it was mostly given that term from Greek statues as they are an example of “perfection” in the art industry.  Fine art has that realism and distinctive production to it which is why it can be compared to illustration and can be quite intimidating as it covers all arts too. “The term Fine Art may be viewed as embracing all those arts which the powers of imitation or invention are exerted, chiefly with a view to the production of pleasure by the immediate impression which they make on the mind.”(Hayden & Hazlitt,1838,p.8) A great example of fine art is artist Christiane Baumgartner who is recognised for her woodcut printmaking. 
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Baumgartner , C. (2018)
 NordiIcht 
Baumgartner is best known for her monumental woodcuts that are actually based on her stilled movies and films, she would document different approaches such as trains, planes and motorways and then develop them creatively .The prints that she makes are made in black and white and are normally several metres long. She is such a great example to the meaning that “fine art is an idea that is brought to life” (Aptoff, 2011). Baumgartner brings life into an idea, what I mean by this is she doesn’t create the visuals in her artwork using basic materials but instead she uses mediums such as printmaking/woodcutting and creates realistic artwork that she independently documented. This is why I find illustration and fine art to be quite similar as you are able to combine and develop your art work, same as artist Jim Flora. He had to learn to about jazz to be able to create artwork for his clients which then was able to educate him about jazz. Baumgartner had said in an interview with Alan Cristea on how she always had a passion for printmaking but then discovered video art and thought it was fascinating, it made sense for her to combine those two mediums as video art was quick and easy to develop. Baumgartner actually opened my eyes about fine art as I wasn’t really familiar with the area in a whole, I knew some techniques and materials that are used in fine art but I didn’t have a full understanding since I wasn’t interested in that area. After studying Baumgartner and looking into her art I can see why some people may say fine art is “simply for art’s sake” (Aptoff,2011).  The reason why I can see that point of view is because Fine Art fits into majority of the creative areas, even illustration. Creating artwork within Fine Art is easy to develop and to combine with other mediums, it’s an artwork you can expand all the time. Even though Fine Art is a slower process compared to other arts such as Surrealism or Dada, it still has that imaginative aspect like illustration. With Fine Art there are no clients or companies you can rely on, you have to make artworks based on what you want to do. That could be on emotions, politics, society or social context. Fine Art is all about being independent and being really passionate when it comes to creating, that’s why it’s harder to rely on one medium and it’s a reason why many artists (Christiane Baumgartner for example) combine mediums to expand their artwork. “The progress of art seldom fails to be rapid when a people happened to be roused out of a torpid state by some fortunate state of circumstances.” (Hayden & Hazlitt,1838,p.4)
After looking into a bit more depth of Fine Art and Illustration I will now start my conclusion. To be able to have an opinion I will look into two more practitioners from these areas and look into the similarities and differences to be able to judge whether Fine Art is an idea and Illustration is a depiction of an idea. I want to be able to choose wisely when comparing my artists as I like to look into artists that are able to tell and communicate through their work.  
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Thorpe, M. (1990) 

All Our Yesterdays 
Thrope is a Fine Artist from Middlesbrough, England. He creates and also develops his art works into sculptures. Thorpe’s artwork is known to be accessible to everyone as it holds messages and stories in the art work for every age to understand. He creates pieces that resemble Middlesbrough such as the “brooding giants skies, stunning landscapes, fast running rivers, waterfalls, castles and the Sheppard’s and sheep of the glorious white rose country.” He wanted to create artworks that hold nostalgia for the audience, at any age. That’s why I can see why he used pastels and watercolours because it gives off a “child-like appearance” to his work. 
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Besom, M.(2007) 
Wild 
Besom is an Illustrator based in China, Besom illustrates children books and started her career in 2007. She is well known for using traditional materials such as pencil and watercolour, this is why her art work is very light. She enjoys the look of elegance in her work to represent the journey of being a child. Throughout her career she had been employed by comic book publishers and computer game developers, because she has an incredible understanding of the process in these areas she was then able to collaborate with authors. This didn’t come easy for her as it took years for her to actually become a freelance illustrator. Besom has a full understanding when it comes to do doing digital art but she much prefers the traditional way, she mostly uses watercolour in her work and constantly broadens her skills in her creative studies.
Firstly I am going to start with Mackenzie Thorpe and discuss if his artwork should be labelled as fine art. I definitely believe that Thorpe is in the category of fine art, his execution of is work is created with craft and skill, he also interprets his influences into his artwork (Middlesbrough) which shows the messages in his work. He is also a great example of someone who is passionate for not only his artwork, but, also his hometown. He has that much passion for his work that he develops them into sculptures which was a new skill he had to learn to be able to execute it. He’s quite similar to artist Christaine Baumgartner, they both have that drive to develop the meaning of their work into different areas.  He was able to bring his art into life as he was influenced by Middlebrough to be able to create artwork from it and sculptures.
Lastly is Mae Besom, I can see Besoms work not only being the area of illustration but she also fits in with  fine art. She has been able to produce artwork over the years using mediums and techniques that are in the fine art area (drawing and watercolour). I wouldn’t say that Besoms pieces are similar to illustrator Jim Flora, who I discussed, as Flora’s’ illustrations are bold and striking; he uses mediums and conducts his visuals like an illustrator. I’m not saying Besom doesn’t, but her art is more descriptive and elegant comparing to Floras. Even though her work doesn’t really fit in with realism and shows more of storytelling, she still uses techniques that are a traditional use in fine art. “Illustration is about communicating a message, how that message is delivered is crucial.” (Zeegan,2009,p.30)
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