Form validation using AJAX
In this handout we will write Javascript and AJAX code to validate certain form data as the user is entering it.
1. A basic registration form was set up as follows:
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Usermame:




2a . Validating firstname. This need not be done server-side – it can be done using solely Javascript.
Bring the value the user entered for firstname into the Javascript function checkme() as follows:

<html>

<head>

<title>Untitled</title>

<script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript">

<!--

function checkme()

{

firstname=document.myform.firstname.value

}

//-->

</script>

</head>

<body>

<form action="javascript:checkme()" name="myform">

Firstname: <input type="text" name="firstname" onkeyup="javascript:checkme()">
(must be 6 chars minimum)
<span id="pic1"></span>
<br><br>

<input type="submit" value="Submit">

</form>

</body>

</html>
2b. Prepare two images to indicate to the user whether their data is valid or not.
[image: image1.jpg]Firstname (must be 6 chars minimum)

Username;

Submit
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2c. The javascript will check that firstname is of valid length (minimum 6 characters). 
function checkme()

{

firstname=document.myform.firstname.value;

len=firstname.length;

      if(len>6)

      {

      pic1.innerHTML="<img src='ok.gif' width='20'>"

      }

      else

      {

      pic1.innerHTML="<img src='nok.gif' width='20'>"

      }

}
Some screenshots:
Invalid data:
[image: image6.jpg]



Valid data:
[image: image4.jpg]First name: Gaynor (must be 6 chars minimum)

Usermame:

Submit





3. Validate username:
This time we need to check that the username isn’t already taken, so we need to communicate with the server-side via AJAX.

Add appropriate code to Javascript side, and use a PHP page to check against the database to see if the username already exists:

Username: <input type="text" name="username" onkeyup="javascript:checkusername()">
<span id=”pic2”></span>
function checkusername()

{

username=document.myform.username.value;

//begin AJAX

var xmlHttp;

  try

    {



 // Firefox, Opera 8.0+, Safari



 xmlHttp=new XMLHttpRequest();



  }

  catch (e)

    {

// Internet Explorer

    try

      {

      xmlHttp=new ActiveXObject("Msxml2.XMLHTTP");

      }

    catch (e)

      {

      try

        {

        xmlHttp=new ActiveXObject("Microsoft.XMLHTTP");

        }

      catch (e)

        {

        alert("Your browser does not support AJAX!");

        return false;

        }

      }

    }

    xmlHttp.onreadystatechange=function()

      {

      if(xmlHttp.readyState==4)

        {

        pic2.innerHTML=xmlHttp.responseText;//reprint text on screen

        }

      }

var url="checkforduplicateusername.php?username="+username;

 xmlHttp.open("GET",url,true);

    xmlHttp.send(null);

}
checkforduplicateusername.php
<?include "conninfo.php";

$username=$_GET["username"];

$query="SELECT * FROM people WHERE username like '$username'";

$result=mysql_query($query);

$numrows=mysql_num_rows($result);

if($numrows==1)

{?>

<img src='nok.gif'>

<?}

else

{?>

<img src='ok.gif'>

<?}?>
Example of database table (people):

[image: image5.emf]
PAGE  
4

_1255853167.psd

_1255785526.psd

