Research Methodology
Introduction
I will relate the suitable method, in order to achieve, and analyse the aims and objectives of this study. Research methodology: the specific procedure used to identify and analyse gathered information on the research subject. 
Research Question and Aims
The research topic is: The Risk versus Benefit of public involvement in a missing person case. 
The main aims of the study therefore will be to:
· Analyse opinions of members of South Wales Police on the Risks and the Benefits of members of the public’s involvement in missing persons cases including social media posts. 
· Establish if the use of social media can be utilised effectively along with the traditional methods of policing to find missing persons. 


Research style
There are three main research styles: qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods. Quantitative is the rational based style which uses numerical analysis obtained from systematic observation, measurement or experimentation. Quantitative and qualitative data are two forms of data that a data professional may work with. quantitative data is measurable with numbers while qualitative data is descriptive in words (Stevens, 2020). There is also the use of both quantitative and qualitative which form mixed method research which provides a greater perception into the research topic. This bonding of data can happen during the collecting of data or the analysis, possibly even in the final presenting of the data findings (Harvard Catalyst, 2022). The focus of my study is around the relationship between the police and the public during a missing person investigation. How they treat volunteers and those who offer information during an appeal and if the relationship is valuable to the investigation. The research around the publics involvement in Police missing person cases is significant and the impacts they may have and what drives them to involve themselves. An all-inclusive viewpoint across South Wales Police members was important for this data gathering as I did not want to leave anyone underrepresented. 
Research Method and Sampling
An online survey will be conducted by myself for Police staff to answer in hope to gather data for the study. The use of an online survey enables me to scope a larger quantity of police members which helps the value of the study. The survey will be shared amongst different chat groups for solely South Wales police serving members. These will be overtime groups, sporting and hobby and information groups. This ensure there is a holistic perspective of police staff from a wide range of ages, sexes, ethnicities and departments. Due to the limited amount of time on the study and the need to collaborate the data, this approach is more advantageous than a qualitative approach and will also ensure that the research is present, increasing its legitimacy.
Analysis Method
Qualitative analysis will be used to examine the data from my online survey to note any patterns in the data collected. This form of study is useful towards the research as it will ensure a methodical approach to considering views of South Wales Police towards missing person cases and the publics involvement in them. 
Ethical Considerations
The questionnaire is anonymous to protect my survey participants. This study will also adhere to the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation.
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