To what extent was the concept of chivalry a political tool for medieval monarchs ?.
Where did chivalry come from ? well it all started from a time where you had to respect and acknowledge your station and standing in life. When you arrived at someone’s house always layed down your arms and remove your hat, you would then be led into the hall but you would not enter without the persons permission. 
This came from the simple proceedures in life in medieval times, when you went to visit someone it was always polite to bow but if it was a person who was of higher status then you would kneel.
‘Chivalry gave preminence to the military hero; in this regard the papacy itself was barbarized; there was nothing more discerning to the Christian and Byzantine empire that papal warfare and the idea of crusade’
But it went further than that and although it may today seem barbarous if even simple things were not adheared to then death was the answer.
‘You might think that medieval  society is dirty, violent and uncouth. Maybe it is; but that does not mean it is without high standards of politeness. It is particularly important to behave in an appropriate manner in the company of the rich and powerful. Great lords can be very prickly and any disrespect shown to them or members of their household is liable to lead to bitterness, enmity and violent repercussions’. You only have to look through the annals to see rolls of patent letters ‘the number of men who are forgiven for murder and look at the thousands of gallows throughout the country, which are never empty for long. Manners maketh Man, they say. Certainly the lack of them can unmake a man’. The important thing to remember is the universal desire for respect.
Its important to note ‘those who work’ soon became ‘those who fight’ therefore they could be deemed to be making the old aristocracy redundant.
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This shows how the hierarchy worked in medieval England and Europe. 
‘Idea that to rule successfully, a prince should first learn how to govern himself’. Known as the ‘Mirrors of Princes’, these text stressed the importance of Christian values and chivalric virtues in the upbringing of a future king’. To give you an idea of how things were in the middle ages I have decided to look at how this could be achieved by examining the life of one. William Marshall is a good example the son of a lowly knight John Marshall who in his day was loyal to the crown but as things were kicking off between King Stephen and Matilida. Stephen had crossed the channel quickly to seeze  the throne and prevent Matilida from rightfully claiming the crown. At the age of thirteen or fourteen William was sent off to Normandy  to a cousens household William de Tancarville where he stayed for many years learning horsemanship and the art of warfare. To start with all he did was eat and sleep but the ‘Chamberlain’ obviously saw something in him as he predicted that he would become a great men and knight. ‘The Chamberlain of Tancarville was known throughout Europe as one of the grander patrons of knighthood’. Throughout his entire career he shows awareness of the value of literacy and accounting skills, but employed those who had those skills he did not bother himself, as he was being fitted out to be a professional soldier therefore he did not require such skills in writing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]At some time in 1167 William Marshall come to the end of his squirehood, the chamberlain he had stronger connections to and not his brothers back in England, made him a knight in a simple ceremony he entered what was becoming known even then as the order of the knighthood.   

 

