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[bookmark: _Toc103359739]Abstract

 This dissertation will delve in deep into the increase of youth crime in Swansea. Youth crime in Swansea is an important issue which is on the rise. This research used online questionnaires to find out the views of several Swansea residents on the causes and solution to youth crime in Swansea. The kinds of questions that were asked in the findings section were do respondents think youth crime has increased or decreased since the start of the pandemic and what respondents think the three most common youth crimes were. The conclusion summarized everything talked about in the dissertation.    
















[bookmark: _Toc103359740]Chapter 1. Introduction

This topic has been chosen because youth crime is increasing and needs to be addressed and this is a worthy topic for a dissertation as there is a lot of information and data available on this topic which means it will be possible to review and evaluate it. In this dissertation, the learning points that will be reached are why youth crime is on the rise, how to tackle this problem and reasons why youths are turning to crime. In this dissertation, the topics that will be discussed are childhood upbringing and ACE’s, lack of youth activities in the community, does the media influence juvenile crimes and does underage drinking and drug use have a role in youths committing crime. There will also be a questionnaire on peoples view on why they think youth crime is on the rise, I will then summarise the answers and talk about why people have chosen the answers they have put down. 
According to Aru (2020) there were 2,651 proven offences committed by children aged 10-17 in Wales in 2018-2019. In the previous year of 2013-2014, this figure was down from 3,029 offences committed and this was the lowest number of numbers since 2013-2014 when comparable records began and 5,461 offences were recorded. Figures from the ministry of justice shows violence against the person was the most common crime carried out by kids, with 745 proven offences. Criminal damage carried out by kids were recorded as 350 cases, while there were 304 motoring offences and 275 theft and possession of handling stolen goods. Figures also show that 986 children were cautioned or sentenced in Wales in 2018-2019. From reading these statistics, it is obvious that there is a high percentage of youths getting involved in crime. This dissertation will explain why there is such a high percentage of youth crime happening. There is different reasons why youth crime is on the rise, for example youths getting peer pressured or how society is these days.
According to CPS (2017) the age of criminal liability responsibility in Wales and England is 10 years old. This means if you are aged under 10 you cannot be arrested or charged with a crime that has been committed. There is alternative punishments that can be given to someone who is aged 10 and under who break the law. Children between the age of 10 and 17 can be arrested and taken to court if they have committed a crime. According to Centre for crime and justice studies (2013) the current age of criminal liability was established in 1963, since then all youths that are under the age of 10 cannot be liable to a crime they have committed. This can go both ways, According to Gunner (2020) the advantage of being criminally liable to a crime aged 10 is that it will enable young children to learn from their mistakes they have made through rehabilitative services whilst allowing them to live their lives without a criminal record being attached to them for the rest of their lives. According to IPL (2022) the disadvantage of this is that youths who are aged under 10 will know that if they commit a crime they will not be sent to jail, this will give them the confidence to continue committing crimes. This is a problem for society as youths who are aged 10 and under will want to commit crimes and knowing they can get away with it. In the long term maybe lowering the age of criminal liability can send a message to youths that there will be punishments for crimes they commit. 
This topic should be useful for the police, youth workers and teachers as it will educate them on why youth crime is such a problem and how to cut down on this. By the police addressing this issue it will help them tackle this problem and this can therefore prevent youths committing crime. According to criminal justice (2022) research has consistently shown that quality education is one of the most successful forms of crime prevention and that educational skills can help put off young people committing crimes. From reading this, by teachers educating youths it will get the point across that you shouldn’t turn to crime and this can have an impact on preventing youths committing crime. According to Centrepoint (2019) almost two-thirds of young people who Centrepoint support come to them after having to leave their family home. There is an increasing number of young people who they support are care leavers with nowhere else to go, because of this they are the most vulnerable in society. From reading this, it is evident that youths are turning to crime as they feel like they have no choice and it doesn’t help that they may not have financial backing from their families to live a normal life. Some youths may be from a good family who have a good income and that will prevent them from needing to turn to crime, on the other hand youths who may be not that lucky in terms of wealth will want to turn to drug dealing as they feel they can make easy money. It is important that there are jobs out there for youths who need money, some youths want to leave school and make money straight away. Most youths follow the trend of the older generation, youths get involved with county lines and this is worrying. According to National crime agency (2022) a common feature in county lines drug supply is the exploitation of young and vulnerable people, dealers will frequently target young and vulnerable people. The county line bosses will do this as they can go under the radar of law enforcement and this will ensure that they won’t get caught. This is only going to increase youth crime in Swansea as county lines is such a big platform of drug dealing, more youths will get involved with this set up as they think they can make a lot of money. Another way of decreasing youth crime in Swansea is to set up more youth clubs within communities. According to McCardie (2014) a survey conducted by Berkshire youth has found that 82% of children and young people who attend youth groups are happy. Youth clubs provide healthy and positive activities for young people. This is a great way to decrease youth crime in Swansea as if there is engagement and youths are attending, this will keep them away from crime.  A big problem in youth crime in Swansea is gangs, a handful of youths decide to join gangs. Preventing gangs being made can decrease youth crime, According to Bannon (2020) gangs of youths are starting fires, fighting and underage drinking. South Wales police have received numerous complaints relating to anti-social behaviour in the Swansea area. Many of the complaints are made from groups of youths. From reading this, it is evident that gangs of youths are on the increase. This dissertation will go more in-depth on how to tackle this problem. The types of things that can tackle this is more harsher punishments being handed out and more police presence in the area. By having more police presence, this will make youths think twice before they join gangs and commit crimes. 

[bookmark: _Toc103359741]Chapter 2. Literature Review 
There is a major increase of youth crime in Swansea. Things like social media, media and the friends youths hang around with are playing a part in the major increase of youth crime in Swansea. Social media is a problem as youths like to boast about the life they are living and how much money they are making from stuff like drug dealing. Youths are becoming a part of a major drug set up called county lines. County lines is a big set up for drug dealing, there are members called (runners) where they deliver drugs to the drug takers. This is affecting youth crime as there are lot of youngsters who are a part of this set up and are handling drugs every day. By youths being able to do this, it will cause a lot of problems for the police as they will not be able to catch all of them as there will be too many to clamp down on. According to NSPCC (2021) as well as transporting drugs, county lines gang’s may sexually abuse and exploit children of any gender and age. This can happen through young people being forced into sexual activity with gang members or for the gang’s financial gain. This has a significant impact on youth crime as it will shoot up crime rates as more youths will be part of criminal activity, there are ways of tackling this. According to Gov.UK (2019) the ways of tackling youths offending is identify youths at risk of re-offending, support access to mental health services, work with substance misuse services and link with education, employment, and housing. By identifying youths that are at risk of re-offending it will ensure that organisations are there to support youths that are likely to re-offend. By doing this it will allow organisations to be there for youths that are vulnerable in offending as factors like friendship groups can play a part of a youth committing a crime. The friends that youths hang around with can play a part of a youth offending as the groups they stay with might all be criminals and this will fall into a youths decision in wanting to carry out criminal activities. Another factor of a youth offending is their mental health, if a youths mental health is not good it can make them turn to crime. Turning to crime and even making an income out of it will shoot up youth crime as their mental health is that bad that it will make them feel better about themselves. According to UK parliament (2022) the mental health of young  people increased by 77% in the number of treatments needed for severe mental health issues since 2019. From reading this it is evident that mental health is on the increase and is having an impact on youth crime, by not tackling this it will only increase more as mental health is playing a part on youths offending. If a youth’s mental health is very bad it will make them want to turn to crime as they feel they might not be wanted and crime is the solution to their troubles. Substance misuse services can assist youth crime in Swansea as it will educate youths the aftermath of committing crimes at such a young age, The NHS are there to support youths offending and this will help crime rates as youths can receive helpful information on the implications of committing crimes. According to Bhuller (2018) the causes of youth crime include peer pressure, family troubles, bullying, financial hardship as well as drug and alcohol abuse. Peer pressure is a big obstacle for youths and the police force to handle. Youths more often than not blend in with the wrong crowd, they feel like they have no choice as they will feel left out. This is causing a major increase in youth crime in Swansea as a lot of youths are out on the streets with other youths who are solely out on the streets to commit crimes. There are ways to tackle this, an example is to hand out harsher punishments to youths. This will send out a message to all youths that crime is not ok and will not be tolerated. Youths will take this on board and will have a bigger impact on their lives as they won’t want a criminal record to their name. Family troubles is another problem within youths lives, this can be from family arguments, parents being split up and even financial problems that can have an impact on youths. Family arguments can reach boiling point and youths will end up distancing themselves from their parents and go out and commit a crime. The reason youths will go out and commit crimes is because their family might not be there for them and they might think going out and committing crimes is ok. Early intervention plays an important role in keeping youths embarking a life of crime. Consistent and swift punishment for offences that are committed can help reduce crime rates. According to UK parliament (2019) evidence from other policy areas, such as education, shows that early interventions can reduce risk factors. Early intervention and education can both have a positive effect on youths as education can mentor youngsters on the aftermath of committing crimes and the punishments they could face. By youths understanding the severity of the crime they have committed it will put them on edge as they are wary of for example, serving time in jail. Even after youths serving their time, young offenders receive support aimed at preventing them re-offending. This is an effective way of assisting youths staying out of crime as they need mental and emotional help as crime may be their only way of income and even enjoyment of their lives. 
A big issue in youth crime in Swansea is childhood upbringing and adverse childhood experiences. According to UKDiss.com (2021) poor parenting, poverty and genetics being identified as what research has suggested to be some of the main factors which are to blame for youth criminality. Overall evidence has shown that poor parenting is in fact the main cause. Childhood upbringing can have a major impact on youths and their involvement in crime, if a youth has had a difficult upbringing it will make them do whatever they want as having a difficult upbringing can sway a youth to turn to crime as they haven’t been shown from their parents that crime is not ok. Family arguments and abusive behaviour towards both parents can have a damaging effect on a youth as it will play on their mind when they’re not in the house. Turning to crime when they are outside with their groups of friends will entice them to commit crimes as their mental health might not be where they should be at, having poor mental health is an issue within the rise of youth crime. According to Juvenile justice (2022) many youths with disorders go untreated simply because of a lack of mental health services available to them in the community. Due to these reasons, it can result in disruptive behaviour leading to an arrest and sometimes confinement in a juvenile facility. By reading this, mental health plays a part in youth crime in Swansea. To keep crime low, mental health within youths should be addressed as it is having a damaging effect on youths and their involvement with crime. According to Mental health foundation (2022) things that can keep young people mentally well include being in good physical health, having time and freedom to play indoors and outdoors and being a part of a family that gets along most of the time. Being in good physical health is important as keeping your mind occupied by exercise is fundamental to the prevention of youth crime, having a good routine of exercise will be beneficial for the mind and thinking behind a youths thinking. Having the time and freedom to socialise with friends on a continuous basis is a perfect way to occupy youths as being in close contact with friends is a way to keep their mind clear and steer away them away from crime. Having a family that gets along is pivotal in the right upbringing of a youth, if a youths family are continuously in arguments and there is abusive actions happening it will play a factor in a youths connection with crime. It is important that a youths family are from a good family and if they aren’t, there should be help for them. 
The media can play a part in youth crime in Swansea. According to Hertsmere young researchers (2011) the media portrays young people more negatively than positively. This leads to the public forming an unbalanced perception of the behaviour of youths in communities. Also, the public will judge the attitude of young people, this doesn’t bow well for youths as they are judged automatically without actually doing anything wrong. By the media representing youths in a negative way, it will make out for youths that crime is normal to do and will entice them to carry out criminal activity, youths can sometimes be influenced by the media as they think that crime is a part of everyday life and will want to carry out crime with their groups of friends. To tackle this issue, there are a number of ways to prevent the media influencing the youths on committing crime. According to Courtauld (2014) the media can cause crime and deviance through labelling. By labelling youths as criminals, it doesn’t help youths as they are labelled as criminals without even doing anything wrong. This must be addressed as labelling youths criminals without them actually carrying out crimes doesn’t help the cause as it lessens self-esteem within youths. Low self-esteem can affect a youth as being labelled as a criminal even though they haven’t carried out a crime isn’t fair on a youth and is the reason why a youth will think criminality is normal.  On the other hand, the media can affect youth crime positively. If used correctly the media can be highly efficient in prevention of certain crimes. An example of the media bringing a positive side is them educating youths on the consequences of carrying out crime. They can release information on their media platforms on the reasons why crime is not ok. This is a way on preventing youth crime in Swansea as youths having access to information on the media will allow themselves to know exactly how crime can affect their lives in a negative way. The media in Swansea can both affect youths in a positive and negative way, newspapers such as the South Wales evening post, Western mail and South Wales echo have a part to play in criminal activity within youths in Swansea. The positive side to newspaper articles for youths are that stories that newspaper articles share can prevent youths carrying out crime as they could put them off as there are severe consequences to follow, for example, jail time and unpaid community work. Youths in Swansea will think twice about doing something wrong as by going to jail it will add a criminal record to their name and will prevent their chances of living a normal life as there won’t be jobs available to them due to their criminal record. A criminal record is a way to get in the message to youths that by having such a thing to your name will prevent you getting a job in the future. A negative of the media and newspapers is that youths might be influenced on committing crime as they will want to follow the trend and even show off that there on the face of a newspaper article. There are youths that do this and don’t care that they are on the face of a newspaper article, to prevent youth crime in Swansea, this needs to be addressed and quickly as the more youths that commit crimes will be a harder task for the police force to deal with. 
According to Impact law (2022) roughly half of all youth arrests are made on the account of theft, drug abuse, assault, and breaking curfews. Theft is an easy and petty crime to carry out in Swansea. Swansea is a small city and it’s a crime that youths do as it’s something that is low risk and a crime that is easy to get away with. There are ways on being one step ahead of a criminal, crimes youths do are when the shop is closed and isn’t occupied. The first way is to make sure that the shop looks occupied, leave some lights on, and maybe even have a radio on to make out as if someone is in the premises. Another way is to use deadbolt locks, this is a good deterrent for potential burglars. Having a strong lock is much harder for a youth to gain access to the premises. Drug abuse is a massive problem within youths in our society these days as it’s a trend to boast about drug dealing and smoking substances such as weed. According to Mayo clinic (2022) certain factors can affect the likelihood and speed of developing an addiction, some examples of the consequences of drug taking is mental health disorders, lack of family involvement and suicidal thoughts. There are many side effects of drug dealing and the addiction of taking such substances is high, this will play a part in youth crime in Swansea as the side effects of youth crime can make a youth go out and steal to provide financial means to pay off their expensive habit. Youths carrying out assaults is a crime that happens on a regular basis, youths do this as they get aggravated from their drug addiction or even to rob someone’s money. Youth crime is on the rise here as drug addiction is a huge problem within youths and most youths rely on consuming drugs to take their mind off stuff. To make a difference on youths and drugs, the police need to be one step ahead of the drug dealers themselves and make more arrests to ensure that these individuals are off our streets. Lastly youths breaking curfews is a problem for the police and the increase of youth crime in Swansea, According to Morin (2020) the most effective ways to respond when a youth breaks a curfew is temporarily reduce curfew time, create added restrictions, and call the police if necessary. By adding more restrictions will make the youth think is it really worth breaking your curfew in return of even more restrictions being added. Also calling the police when needed can prevent youths committing a crime as they won’t want to be directly confronted by an officer on the trouble, they have caused to them and the public. 
[bookmark: _Toc103359742]Chapter 3. Research Methods 
Within this dissertation, the data collection method I used was questionnaires. The reason I chose to use and distribute questionnaires was because it is easy and I had a lot of people to fill this questionnaire out for me. The type of questions that were asked was if people think if youth crime has increased or decreased over the years, the reasons for it, the common types of youth crime that happens e.g., drugs, graffiti, and robbery. Also, the best solutions to youth crime in Swansea and if youth crime is happening in the participants community. These questions are an effective way on getting information on the reasons why youth crime is becoming such a problem and how to resolve this issue. Finding out the types of crime youths do is important as it will find out what crime youths do and how to prevent the crimes, they do by putting in measures and put in obstacles such as CCTV cameras by walls that youths carry out graffiti. Also, CCTV helps prevent robbery, by installing cameras in shops it will add an extra level of safety for the people who are working in the shops and it will be less likely for youths to steal from shops as they are being recorded. According to CCTV information (2020) the main advantage that CCTV offers is that it provides instant and positive identification of the person committing the crime which can be handed over to the police for arrest and prosecution. Within the questionnaire I used questions like if participants thought youth crime has increased or decreased in Swansea since the start of the pandemic March 2020, this is a good question to ask as crime can increase rapidly as youths have nothing to do and will want to go out and commit havoc to entertain themselves. According to Stripe (2021) crime types such as theft and robbery, saw falls during periods of lockdown as social contact was limited and people stayed at home. Theft is a crime that can be easily carried out and a common crime that happens, youths have the urge to do this as sometimes the alarms don’t go off and youths can walk out easily with stolen items. Another question that was asked was what participants think the main causes of youth crime in Swansea are. The options that could be answered was childhood upbringing, lack of youth activities, social media, and difficult childhood experiences. I included answers such as childhood upbringing as this can have a massive effect on a youths involvement with crime as having family arguments for example can play a part in a youths criminal life. Arguments within a youths life isn’t good as it can make a youth turn to crime as they can find themselves within the wrong friendship group who may have the same things going on in their life e.g., family arguments. The lack of youth activities is an area which needs to be improved within communities. Not having activities such as football and group games, can play a part in criminal activity. Youth crime in Swansea is on the rise as Swansea is a small city with much less happening in communities such as youth activities. This is part of the reason why youth crime is on the rise in Swansea as there isn’t simply enough happening in communities to occupy youths. Furthermore, social media is a huge problem within youth crime, there is a trend where youths boast about their criminal activity on platforms such as Snapchat and Facebook. Usually, it’s within the drug dealing industry, youths like to show off the money they are making by drug dealing. They feel like they can gain attention by doing so as they are showing off large amounts of money to the audience they are showing off to. To prevent this happening within the questionnaire there are answers like increased visibility of police in communities, more youth activities available, harsher punishments and more jobs created for young people. Lastly difficult childhood experiences can play a part in youth crime. According to the University of Edinburgh (2022) people who have suffered extreme difficulties in childhood are more likely to commit crimes. From reading it is evident that childhood traumas has a big part to play in youth criminal activity, it will make them come closer to crime as their parents aren’t there to mentor them to stay away from crime. 
The questionnaire I have made consists of questions that are easy to understand and haven’t asked too many questions. By asking too many questions it will put off participants on completing the questionnaire. The next section of this dissertation will talk about the results of the questionnaires and what people’s views are on the rise of youth crime in Swansea. The results of the questionnaire were collected by using google drive, the questionnaire was made using google drive and it is easily visible to see all the responses made by the participants who filled the questionnaire out. There were mixed responses in terms of what people think about youth crime in Swansea. In the findings section there will be more detailed information on participants responses. This research will be conducting a qualitative analysis and how youth crime in Swansea is on the rise. It will also be looking at how to reduce youth crime. 
According to Evans (2022) three teenagers have been charged with an assault, and one with a possession of a knife, following a stabbing incident at Gorseinon bus station in Swansea on Thursday 10th of February. The stabbing of a 14-year old at a bus station was planned “gang violence”. The victim of the assault was found in a pool of blood at Gorseinon bus station in Swansea on Thursday evening. This case is an example of the increase of youth crime in Swansea, gang violence is rapidly on the increase and needs to be addressed quickly. According to Youth.Gov (2022) youths join gangs for protection, enjoyment, respect, money or because a friend is in a gang. To prevent youths becoming part of gangs there are ways to stop this. One way is to introduce more youth activities in communities, this is a good step to take as having fun activities introduced into communities will occupy youths time and will prevent them joining gangs. Another way is to introduce harsher punishments for youths who go out and break the law, this is a good way to prevent youth crime as youths will feel there isn’t any advantage in committing criminal activity as they will be found out and punished heavily. This is a step where it can reduce youth crime in Swansea as no youth will want to be punished heavily for what they have done. Lastly according to Gov.UK (2019) linking youths to education and employment will be beneficial as education will teach youths that crime is a no go and there is better alternatives to committing crime such as having a job and getting paid for it. Giving the chance to youths to get into paid employment could be the difference in a youth becoming a criminal as being occupied and getting paid will make youths realise that there is no point carrying out criminal activity. 
The research section will consist of looking at participants responses to the questionnaire. The target audience I will be focusing on is 18-25 year olds. The findings section will mainly be targeting students as it’s easy for me to distribute them and get responses. The findings section will be explaining respondents answers and comparing answers on why people think youth crime is on the rise. There will be detailed graphs and this dissertation will analyse respondents answers on their opinion of how youth crime is on the rise in Swansea. The factors that will be closely looked at in this research is why people think what they think on youth crime and their reason for what they have answered. 
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When collecting the answers from the questionnaires, several different reasons were given for why respondents thought youth crime was on the rise. Each answer will be closely looked at in this section. 
[bookmark: _Toc103359744]Question 1- Age 
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The first question that was asked was the age of the respondents. This was asked as to start the questionnaire off the age of the respondents needs to be addressed. Knowing the age of the person answering the questionnaire will help the quality of the answers. For example, if the person is aged between 18-25 their answers may be seen as more relevant, as they are the target audience for this dissertation. There was a 100% response of 18-25 year olds answering the questionnaire. Having a 100% response of 18-25 year olds filling out the questionnaire helps, as this dissertation is focusing on the youth, and therefore the youth answering and giving their opinion of where youths are causing trouble might give more insight than a 70 year old answering for example, as a youth could be a friend of a youth who is a criminal and can give their verdict on why youths are carrying out criminal activity. To relate this to the literature review, age is a factor to take in as people who are young are vulnerable to becoming part of crime. The older generation rely on young people, for example, relying on them to be runners of a major drug operation. This is something that needs to be addressed to make sure that youths are not becoming vulnerable to major crime operations. 
[bookmark: _Toc103359745]Question 2- Gender 
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The second question in the questionnaire was the gender of the individual. This has been asked as knowing the gender of the respondent gives another insight into the answers given. It is normally known that male youths are more involved in crime than females. The gender of the respondent can have different answers as for example, a male might say that youths are involved in drugs due to being in the wrong crowd. A female may have a different view based on personal experiences. There were 76.9% of Males answering the questionnaire and 23.1% of females answering the questionnaire. The questionnaire is heavily male dominated, which will get more opinions of males and youth crime. It is known that females are less connected with crime than males. According to the Office for National Statistics (2021) perpetrators of crime were most likely to be male, being reported as so in over three-quarters of violent incidents (82%) of perpetrators were most likely to be 25-39 years old. Having more males than females answering the questionnaire will get more opinions of why male youths are part of the criminal world. It is important that females also answered as there are females out there who are criminals. Gender is something that plays a part in crime rates in terms of gender related crime. It is known that males are more involved in crime rather than females. To interpret this, law enforcement needs to clamp down on males who are carrying out crime and doing this will reduce crime rates in terms of males committing crimes. 
[bookmark: _Toc103359746]Question 3- Has youth crime increased or decreased in Swansea since the pandemic? 
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The third question is ‘has youth crime in Swansea increased or decreased since the start of the pandemic?’ This question has been asked as this could be a factor on youth crime being on the increase. The results of the questionnaire are that 53.8% of respondents believe there has been an increase, while 38.5% said they thought crime had decreased and 7.7% thought neither. The 53.8% of people answering that crime has increased shows that the majority of respondents believed that the pandemic has caused people to commit more crime. Youths might be carrying out crime as they may have been bored of the lockdown rules in place at the time, youths’ friendship groups can cause individuals to commit crime as they may feel left out as all their friends are out in the community causing havoc. According to UNODC (2020) young people are vulnerable to many risks due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Youths could not do what they normally did in their daily routine as there were too many restrictions in place. 
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The fourth question is the three most common youth crimes in Swansea. This question was asked as there are a lot of different crimes happening. Knowing the three most common crimes in Swansea would allow police officers to focus more on where to devote more of their time to reduce youth crime.  The results of the questionnaire are that 92.3% of people believed that drug offences were most common, 92.3% alcohol abuse, 53.8% graffiti, 30.8% robbery, 23.1% breaking curfew orders and 0% of other. The three highest percentages of the results were drugs, alcohol abuse and graffiti. The reason for such high percentages for 


drug and alcohol abuse could be down to the availability of drugs and alcohol. Youths having easy access to drugs and alcohol could be a huge problem as more youths will follow the older youths as they feel this could be a trend. Graffiti was the third most common answer; youths can get bored when out with their friends which will lead them to carry out graffiti. They will do this when no one is around and start to graffiti on walls. 

[bookmark: _Toc103359748][image: ]Question 5- What do you think are the main causes of youth crime in Swansea?











[bookmark: _Hlk103012161]The fifth question is the 3 main causes of youth crime in Swansea. This question was asked to find out what people thought the causes of youth crime were in Swansea. The results of the questionnaire were that 76.9% of respondents believed lack of youth activities was the main cause, 61.5% childhood upbringing , 61.5% availability of drugs and alcohol, 38.5% difficult childhood experiences, 38.5% unemployment, 30.8% poverty, 23.1% peer pressure, 7.7% social media,  0% violent video games,  0% media and advertising, and 0% lack of good role models. The three most common answers were Lack of youth activities, childhood upbringing and availability of drugs and alcohol. Within communities there is a lack of youth activities. This is a problem as not keeping youths occupied can lead them to carry out criminal activity. According to McCardie (2014) youth clubs provide healthy, positive activities for young people, increasing their health, wellbeing, aspirations, and engagement levels. From reading this it is evident that youth activities affect youths in a positive way. Childhood upbringing is another obstacle in youth crime in Swansea. Having a negative upbringing can play its part in the future of a youth and their involvement with crime. ACE’s are a major factor in the futures of youths and having a bad upbringing can make a youth want to distance themselves from family, join the wrong crowds and commit crime. As discussed in the literature review bad parenting takes its toll on youths as they might feel their parents don’t care about them and that could make them go out and do unlawful acts. The availability of drugs and alcohol is a massive problem. Substance misuse leads to major behaviour changes and behaviour changes can lead to criminal activity. The results show it is evident that respondents think that drugs and alcohol lead to youth crime in Swansea. 

[bookmark: _Toc103359749]Question 6- What are the best solutions to youth crime in Swansea?[image: ]












The sixth question is what respondents think the best solutions are to youth crime in Swansea. This question was asked as finding out what respondents think the three best solutions are to youth crime could narrow down the best ways to prevent youth crime in Swansea. The results of the questionnaire are 69.2% job availability, 61.5% youth activities, 61.5% extra education on the consequences of crime, 38.5% extra funding to combat drug crime, 30.8% better relationship with the police, 23.1% increased police visibility, 15.4% harsher punishments, 0% community sentencing, and 0% of other. The three most common answers were more youth activity availability, more jobs and extra education for the consequences of crime. The first solution is more youth activities being available to youths. According to McCardie (2014) young people who attend youth clubs will be happier and healthier to those who don’t. From reading this it is clear that youth clubs are beneficial for youths as they keep them occupied and most importantly out of criminal activity. More jobs being available to youths has a major positive impact on youths, according to Lee (2019). Employment is often touted as a pathway out of crime, and jobs are thought to reduce crime by providing routines, supervision and reduced economic incentives for criminal activity. From reading this, respondents might have picked this answer as youths having a job will keep them occupied and earn money rather than criminally making an income. The last common answer respondents chose was extra education for the consequences of crime. This could have been chosen because giving education on the consequences of crime could enlighten youths about what they are getting themselves into and give them an insight into the consequences of them committing crime. Education being given to youths is a good way to help vulnerable youths as they haven’t got the knowledge and awareness of what they are getting themselves into.  
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The last question is what age group are committing the most crimes. The results of this question are 61.5% 14-16 year olds, 30.8% 17-19 year olds 7.7% 11-13 year olds,  and 0% of 20-25 year olds. The most common age range respondents think are causing the most trouble are 14-16 year olds. The respondents might think that 14-16 year olds are causing the most trouble because they are very young and are not aware of the consequences of what they are doing. Another reason could be down to the friends they are in the company of as this has a connection with their involvement with crime as they could be persuaded to do criminal activity through peer pressure. Peer pressure is a big factor in youth crime as youths get themselves into a position where they want to impress their friends and they may find it enjoyable as well. According to Murray (2021) a complex mixture of factors such as mental health problems, school exclusions, negative peer groups and domestic violence can push young people into violence. From reading the literature review, it is discussed that mental health problems are a factor with youth crime in Swansea and having poor mental health can impact on a youth hugely as having bad mental health will make them do the wrong stuff as they may not be aware of what they are doing. It is important that the mental health of youths is taken seriously, as without taking it seriously it will have a knock on effect and will cause more youths to carry out criminal activity. 

[bookmark: _Toc103359751]Limitation of this research 

There have been some areas of limitation of research for this dissertation. There has been a small number of respondents due to the time frame for respondents to complete the questionnaires. If there was more time to get questionnaires distributed to people there could have been a lot more information to analyse and assess. Another aspect that could have been useful is a bigger age range, and also asking peoples ethnicity and background e.g., the employed and unemployed could provide data about what different things have influenced the opinions of respondents. Asking if a respondent is employed or unemployed could also get another view of a respondent. This is because if someone is employed and earning a good wage it could steer them away from crime, and if someone is unemployed it could result in them turning to crime as they may feel it is easy money to earn. Youths being unemployed is a major reason for concern as crime are an easy way to occupy themselves and earn money at the same time. Asking for respondents’ ethnicity could have added another aspect in terms of youth crime in Swansea, because asking people’s ethnicity could get more information on if ethnicity plays a part in youth crime in Swansea. According to Gov.UK (2021) the percentage of people who said they were victims of crime ranged from 13% in the white ethnic group to 20% in the mixed ethnic group. This suggests that over the years ethnicity has played a part in the increase of crime rates. Asking respondents more detail on where they live could have added another aspect in this dissertation. For example, if someone for example lives in Uplands compared with someone who lives in Townhill, this could have gathered more information on where more crime is happening in a particular area. It is known that in Swansea, Townhill is an area where more youths are getting involved in crime. By addressing this issue, it could have been talked about more in-depth and get more of an idea where crime can be decreased. 



[bookmark: _Toc103359752]Chapter 5. Conclusion 

Youth crime in Swansea has been a huge problem over the years, and this is a growing issue for concern. This dissertation has discussed several ways to combat the problem of youth crime. Discussing the different ways of preventing youth crime can decrease the crime rates within communities. In this dissertation, the things that have been mentioned are areas like ACEs, drugs and alcohol, social media, county lines and lack of youth activities. As discussed in this dissertation youth crime in Swansea is a complex issue, and this dissertation has discussed several areas relating to why youth crime may be on the rise. According to respondents the three main causes of youth crime in Swansea are lack of youth activities, childhood upbringing and availability of drugs and alcohol. Having more youth activities could occupy youths and keep them out of trouble. Also having sport clubs could keep youths out of crime. According to UNODC (2022) sports offer an important opportunity for building life skills of at risk-youth, which could allow them to better cope with daily life changes and move them away from crime. Childhood upbringing is another issue of youth crime, According to UK.Diss (2021) poor parenting and poverty have been identified to be some of the main factors to blame for the increase of youth crime. Poor parenting plays a massive part in youth crime as having a poor upbringing will push youths to stay away from their family and possibly join the wrong crowd, which could then lead to crimes being carried out. The availability of drugs and alcohol is a growing issue for concern as more youths are able to get hold of drugs and alcohol, this is because they become vulnerable and drug dealers recognise this and sell them substances. Some suggestions that can be suggested are to educate youths on the side effects of taking drugs and drinking alcohol, this will enlighten youths that continuously taking drugs and alcohol will catch up to youths and destroy their body. Most respondents thought that the main solutions to youth crime were more jobs being created, more youth activities and extra education. Having more jobs available to youths would occupy them and they could also earn a wage to use their money to enjoy with their friends. Also having a job could provide experience for youths in the working world and this will therefore keep youths’ minds on the task of working and earning money. Having youth activities in communities would also keep youths busy. According to AWS (2022) physical activities have the advantage of both creating a diversion from boredom and providing an engagement setting, so having workshops like this could enhance employability and help young people to develop emotional skills. From this research, having physical activities in communities keeps youths busy which will therefore keep them out of crime. According to Mitra (2022) education plays a key role in the reduction of crime and improved health. Educating youths allows them to see the consequences of carrying out crime which could reduce crime rates as youths would be cautious about committing crime. Also, education serves well for youths and their futures as having a good education profile will allow them to go on and get a well paid job. Respondents thought that the worst age group was 14-16 year olds, however these children are not of working age, therefore, solutions must be put in place; youth work and education are some examples. Youths being involved in youth work would allow them to gain experience in their chosen field of work and allow them to learn something new. As discussed, education is another important way of improving youths lives and keeping them out of trouble, as having a proper education is important for a youth to go on and get a decent job. Having a decent job that has a good salary will make a youth stay away from crime. Finally, it is recommended that if further research is possible,  a larger study would be beneficial, and maybe interviews with police, youth workers, youth criminals and victims of crime could give more insight into youth crime in Swansea. 
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