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Describe the key Crime Prevention theories and explain how they might be applied in practice (using examples).

Crime is any act, behavior, event, or activity that is punishable by law. For many years the rate of crime across the globe has been exponentially increasing (Almond et al., 2021). This raises concern because people and property are not safe when there are increased crime rates. The police, court, the government, and society, in general, have a role to play to prevent the rising levels of crime. 

Various theories should be put into practice to prevent crime. The police use situational crime prevention theory based on the concept that strategic modifications to an environment can dissuade crime (Johnstone and Stirling, 2020). The theory accomplishes this by concentrating on how crime occurs and hence how it might be avoided. Situational prevention aims to minimise the chances for certain types of crime by increasing the risks and difficulties associated with them while decreasing the benefits. Increasing the dangers of detection, lowering the rewards for offending, and making crimes more difficult to commit, are all approaches to reducing crime. To decrease the potential for crime, a variety of situational crime prevention measures can be implemented. Some examples to reduce crime include: Increasing formal surveillance by the use of electronic alarms, CCTV, private security patrols, or neighborhood watch, increasing natural surveillance through the removal of obstructions to line of sight or the improvement of street lighting, increasing the number of entrance or exit points, concealing or eliminating targets, such as lightweight, high-value items that are simple to take, such as jewellery, cash, ipods, and mobile phones, erecting or reinforcing physical barriers such as window locks, double-paned glass, which is both more difficult and noisy to shatter, and door deadbolt locks (Piza et al., 2019). By restricting access to criminal instruments such as spray paint, this lowers incitement. Situational crime prevention focuses on the circumstances around criminal acts rather than the traits of criminals. It offers a realistic way to increase safety and calls into question criminological ideas based on offenders' proclivity for misbehavior (Johnstone and Stirling, 2020). One of the primary advantages of situational crime prevention in the UK is its low cost. Many situational crime procedures are inexpensive or even free.

According to the situational crime prevention theory, crime is the outcome of an interaction between disposition and situation (Johnstone and Stirling, 2020). Offenders' views of available opportunities influence their decision to commit a crime. As a result, situational circumstances can encourage crime, and addressing these elements can help to reduce crime. Situational crime prevention focuses on extremely specific types of crime or disorder, paying special attention to specific areas of criminal concentration. Understanding how crimes are committed is key to incidental crime prevention. It employs an action-research methodology and necessitates the consideration of various potential alternative answers. Additionally, cameras have been shown to minimise crime in cases involving automobiles and property. The presence of cameras, however, had little effect on violent crime (Piza et al., 2019). Therefore, situational crime has been prevented by using camera footage to track criminals. Some of these methods also aid the criminal justice system in prosecuting offenders, but the core purpose of this theory is to prevent crime.

Moreover, the situational crime prevention theory seeks to raise risk and reduce reward, therefore making the commission of a criminal act too difficult or the incentive for doing the act too low to risk being caught. By reducing the number of suitable targets, the risk might be increased. Furthermore, problem-oriented policing theory entails a better-served public, more convenient demands on the police because underlying issues are resolved, such as minimising duplicate emergency calls, and officers who are more satisfied with their jobs as a result of their success in achieving the community's objectives. 

Nonetheless, the UK government also uses the environmental crime prevention theory which is based on tactical design and effective use of the built environment, which when implemented minimises both crime and fear of crime. Communities with individuals who have strong bonds between locals and the police are less likely to encounter crime. This is because community building activities, the provision of social services, and the expansion of community support organizations all contribute to a stronger feeling of community and can assist to reduce crime. The partnership has been the principal political instrument offered by the state for implementing crime prevention in the United Kingdom. 
The partnership has become a major preventive paradigm, encompassing a reorganization of roles between central government, public policy, and local government, as well as a sharing of crime prevention obligations between public agencies and commercial interests in local areas. Although crime-prevention partnerships have grown piecemeal in the United Kingdom since the 1980s, the arrival of the Labor administration in 1997 brought significant changes to the state apparatus for providing crime prevention to the community (Butcher, 2019). Most reviews of community crime-prevention projects reveal that establishing social control in high-crime neighborhoods is challenging (Griffiths, 2019). Fragmentation lowers a community's ability to generate the kind of social capital that might help in anti-crime organizations. Although the eventual objective of self-sustaining community institutions in high-crime areas may be a long way off in the United Kingdom, the subject persists.
The advantages of the environmental crime theory is that it has both formal and informal social control tactics that seek to reign in anti-social behavior and protect an area from decaying. This theory is linked to Right Realism and the belief that indicators of physical disorder send the message that there is a lack of informal social control, which attracts criminals and raises the crime rate.



In addition, there is the Law Enforcement / Criminal Justice theory, this is the most well-known type of crime prevention and is associated with the criminal justice system - police, courts, and prisons (Aliverti, 2020). The theory suggests that it is possible to prevent crime by developing punitive measures to keep the most dangerous criminals in prison (Lessing and Willis, 2019). Through detailed analysis of crime problems and inter-agency responses, problem-oriented policing can help prevent recurring problems requiring a policing response.

Treatment programs offered through court processes can address the causes of crime and rehabilitation programs in prison can prevent re-offending. This theory however is difficult to implement because it raises significant issues for the police such as organized fraud, money laundering, cybercrime, drug, weapon, human trafficking, and contemporary slavery which are difficult to uncover and prevent because they require long-term research for preventative strategies.

The Criminal justice theory helps the justice system safeguard the innocent, prosecute offenders, and establish a fair judicial system to assist maintain national order. The theory suggests that it is possible to prevent crime by developing punitive measures to keep the most dangerous criminals behind bars (Lessing and Willis, 2019).
Thirdly, the UK government has also applied the rational choice theory to combat crime. The theory suggests that classical criminology's core assumptions are that people freely select their behavior and are motivated by the avoidance of suffering and the pursuit of pleasure (Anderson, 2018). Individuals evaluate their behaviors based on their capacity to gain benefit, pleasure, and satisfaction from each alternative (Raza, Umer, and Khan, 2020). This theory's core premise is that humans are rational creatures whose behavior can be controlled or adjusted by the threat of punishment (Adelopo and Meier, 2022). The rational choice theory assists us to comprehend how society has an effect on individuals and how implementing the most appropriate and effective measures could have a positive impact on preventing crime. It enables us to understand why individuals, groups, and the community make certain decisions based on specific costs and advantages. The theory is important because it enables us to explain apparent irrational behavior. 

Subsequently, the rational choice theory can help them better understand individual and societal behavior. It helps to understand why individuals, groups, and society, can, as a whole make specific decisions based on certain costs and advantages. 
In addition, the routine activities theory is used to explain why and how adolescents are at a higher risk of engaging in criminal behavior and being victimised (Haylock et al., 2020). This is because demographics impact an individual's everyday behaviors, they predict their likelihood of victimisation. Young unmarried individuals have been considered to be the most vulnerable people because of the nighttime activities that they are involved in; therefore, they require major support and security to protect them (O'Brien, Finkelhor, and Jones, 2022). Due to the time frame of the activities these adolescents have more interaction with offenders, engage in high-risk behaviors such as drug and alcohol use, engage in delinquent activities, and visit high-risk circumstances and regions (O'Brien, Finkelhor, and Jones, 2022). In terms of violence, it has also been discovered that criminals are selective in their target selection; they choose people who look defenseless and vulnerable. According to RCT, any human being can commit a crime if they are given an opportunity (Ball and Head, 2021). When the stakes are too great, people will opt not to commit a crime, while violent behaviors appear to be irrational, they do appear to incorporate some risk-reward calculations (Reyna, 2018). 

Additionally, routine activities are used to explain why and how youth are at a heightened risk of being involved in offending behavior and of being victimized. Since individuals' demographics influence their daily activities, they are predictive of their risk of victimization. 

Furthermore, the problem-oriented policing theory is used by the UK government to enhance an in-depth investigation of the substantive problems that the police rely upon to address crime and use it to develop and analyze tailor-made solutions to solve a crime (Bullock et al., 2021). The problem-oriented policing theory utilises four processes which are: to identify a problem that harms the community and falls within the police their remit, analyses the problem to identify the real issues for intervention. While it is widely acknowledged that there is conflicting data to support the success of the conventional model of police. Problem-oriented policing has been repeatedly proved to have a positive influence on a wide range of criminal and public safety concerns (Hinkle et al., 2020). Despite strong evidence of the efficacy of problem-oriented policing, four decades of research and experience have shown recurring issues in both the formulation and implementation of a problem-oriented strategy. This difficulty in adopting and maintaining problem-oriented policing may be viewed from the perspective of innovation diffusion. There might be other causes for this, but the hypothesis underpinning the modifications is questionable. The strategy cannot be executed for several reasons (including a lack of money or competence), or there is insufficient evaluation evidence to establish the approach's efficacy. 

Moreover, the broken windows theory suggests that an organized and tidy atmosphere that is well-maintained delivers the message that the area is being watched and that illegal conduct will not be allowed (Walley and Adams, 2019). The concept may be interpreted as people shaping place since the community's civility and attitude develop spaces used for certain activities. The broken windows notion benefits individuals by lowering city temperatures, enhancing socializing, reducing stress, and teaching youngsters about nature by inhabitants. Broken windows policing attempts to regulate low-level crime to avert broader disruption. If minor crimes are drastically decreased, areas will appear to be better cared for. The goal is that if apparent signs of disorder and neglect are minimised, violent crimes will decrease as well, resulting in a drop in crime and an improvement in public safety (Hinkle and Weisburd, 2008). Proponents of this argument, for example, might claim that a broken window indicates to potential criminals that a community is unable to protect itself against an increase in criminal activity. The figurative interpretation that is assigned to this scenario, rather than the real shattered window, is cause for alarm (O'Brien, Farrell, and Welsh, 2019). It represents a fragile and disconnected community that is incapable of dealing with crime, allowing all types of unpleasant activities to take place. These damaged windows are repaired (both physically and metaphorically) in neighborhoods where inhabitants have a strong sense of social cohesiveness, providing these regions a sense of control over their communities. 
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