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Abstract
The main aim of this paper is to investigate Youth Crime in Swansea to establish whether there is a need to change the Age of Criminal Responsibility. The researcher will do this with both primary and secondary research to accurately conclude on whether the age of responsibility should be raised, or not.  
The researcher created a literature review in which they looked at academic research on the age of criminal responsibility. This literature review contains key personnel opinions, key cases and statistics. 
To receive primary data, the researcher used numerous methods of research that originated from Saunders research onion. An online questionnaire was created on google docs and was issued out online via social networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter where there was a total of 70 respondents. The answered were further analysed using excel to create graphs to present the findings more clearly. The findings are contrasted with the literature review to find similarity and also conclude on the age of criminal responsibility. The findings show that the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate and should therefore stay at ten years old. 
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[bookmark: _Toc70421882]1.0 Chapter One: Introduction

[bookmark: _Toc70421883]1.1 Introduction
The chapter aims to provide a rationale and a background to the age of criminal responsibility. It will contain the aim and objectives of the research and it will also explain the structure of the research. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421884]1.2 Background and Rationale 

There is a problem with the age of criminal responsibility despite the appropriate outcome in the case of James Bulgar. This problem negatively impacts young offenders due to them entering the criminal justice system at a young age, this then puts a label on a young offender, and they are often referred to as a ‘criminal’. This dissertation evaluates and analyses the opinion of key personnel and the participants of the questionnaire by finding out their opinion of the age of criminal responsibility in the hope to gather more research on this issue. 

Section 16(1) of the Children and Young Persons Act 1963 (c. 37) increased the age of criminal liability from eight to ten years, amending section 50 of the Children and Young People Act 1933.
The age of criminal liability was modified in this provision, meaning that children under the age of ten could not be arrested or charged with a crime. The age of criminal responsibility was lowered from the age of twelve to ten years of age. (Age of criminal responsibility, n.d.)

In the 13th Century, in England and Wales, children under the age of twelve could not be held accountable for a crime due to 'frankpledge' There was a shared responsibility between relatives and individuals regarding abiding by the law. During the period of the 1300s, children under the age of twelve could be convicted of a crime if they knew right from wrong, this was established by a discretionary test. The test is based on the mental capacity of the child who committed a crime, and it looks at the actions which they have taken for example showing guilt. The age of criminal responsibility was further decreased to age seven in the 17th Century. This stayed the same until new legislation known as The Children and Young Persons Act 1933, where the age was changed to ten. This is one of the lowest in the world with only four countries with a lower age of seven. (Age of Criminal Responsibility, 2013)
The age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is ten years old. Children who are under the age of ten cannot be convicted or charged with a crime although there are punishments for children who are under the age of ten and have broken the law. If an individual who is over the age of ten commits a crime they can be arrested and taken to court although they are treated differently than adults, some examples are that they are dealt with by youth courts, they can receive different sentences and they are sent to centres which have special measure put in place for young people. Once a person reaches the age of eighteen, they are classified as adults by law, and they are sent to prison if they have committed a crime. There is a prison specifically for individuals aged eighteen to twenty-five, which is not a full adult prison. (Age of criminal responsibility, 2020.)

The Children and Young Persons Act 1933 is legislation in which states that a child under the age of ten cannot be guilty of a criminal act.

Rutherford, 2015 provides a report on why the age of criminal responsibility should be reviewed. He believes the criminal justice system is failing to support young offenders by not recognising their needs. The level of maturity varies among young offenders therefore the criminal justice system must ensure to account for each child's needs as they require different types of support. He also believes that another reason for the reform is due to the identity of the young offender as it can be comprised when they are brought into the criminal justice system as they are then stereotyped as an offender. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421885]1.3 Aims and Objectives.
[bookmark: _Toc70421886]1.3.1 Aim: 
 Investigation into Youth Crime in Swansea to establish whether there is a need to change the Age of Criminal Responsibility.

[bookmark: _Toc70421887]        1.3.2 Objectives: 
1. Conduct an extensive literature review on the age of criminal responsibility and the attempts to change it within England and Wales.

2. Review Crime statistics in Swansea regarding Youth Crime. 

3. Review key personnel involved in youth crime to obtain their opinions and establish the measures put in place to deal with young criminals. 

4. Create an online survey aimed at the public to establish whether they believe the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate. 

5. Produce recommendation for further research.

[bookmark: _Toc70421888]1.4 Research Structure 
The research will contain five chapters to ensure the aims and objectives are explained and analysed accordingly. Chapter one is the introduction, chapter two will contain a literature review, chapter three will analyse the methods and methodology, chapter four consists of data collection and the analysis of the data, chapter five is a conclusion of findings and recommendations. 
[bookmark: _Toc70421889]1.5 Conclusion
Chapter one of the research has introduced the topic and identified the aim and objectives. It has also stated why there is a need for a review of the age of criminal responsibility. The next chapter of the research is a literature review that will look at political theories and reasons why the age of criminal responsibility should be reviewed. 










[bookmark: _Toc70421890]2.0 Chapter two: Literature Review

Regarding the age of criminal responsibility, a literature review will be written to establish the beliefs and theories of agencies within England and Wales. The literature review will include the history of the laws and legislation of the age of criminal responsibility within England and Wales, the attempts to change it and why and lastly crime statistics concerning youth crime will be evaluated. To conclude, all the information will be brought together to evaluate whether there is a need for change. This chapter will aim to complete the following aims:
‘Conduct an extensive literature review on the age of criminal responsibility and the attempts to change it within England and Wales.’ And 
‘Review Crime statistics in Swansea regarding Youth Crime’.

[bookmark: _Toc70421891]2.1 Introduction
The Children and Young Persons Act 1963 (c. 37), s. 16(1), amended section 50 of the Children and Young People Act 1933 regarding the age of criminal responsibility from eight to ten years. 
[bookmark: _Hlk69996251]This amendment changed the age of criminal responsibility ensuring children who are under the age of ten cannot be convicted or charged with a crime. (Age of criminal responsibility, n.d.)

The court in which deals with young people is called a Youth Court. This court is designed to be less formal than a normal court and there is no public gallery. If a child is under the age of 16, they must be accompanied by their parents, gradians, or carers. They must also be referred to by their first name and in more serious cases that proceed to the crown court, the counsel of prosecuting and defending can take off their robes and wigs to make the defendant feel at ease. Youth Courts are most common for dealing with cases like theft, burglary, anti-social behaviour, and drug offences. (Youth crime, 2017)

[bookmark: _Toc70421892]2.2 Age of Criminal Responsibility in Europe 
The Child Rights International Network has stated each of the countries of Europe’ age of criminal responsibility and it shows that the UK has a lower age than all of the countries in Europe except for Switzerland where the age of criminal responsibility is the same (aged ten.) The country with the highest age of criminal responsibility is Luxembourg, which is currently eighteen. Luxembourg has the Law of Protection of Children where children who are under the age of eighteen can be dealt with in youth courts and dealt with by taking measures such as education, protection, care, or therapy. The average age of responsibility in Europe is fourteen, whereas, in the UK, the average is ten, with Scotland being the only country with a higher age of twelve. This proves that the age of responsibility in England and Wales is low. Some countries do not have an age of criminal responsibility therefore rely on the concept of ‘doli incapax’. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421893]2.3 Gillick competence  
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC, 1989) describes a child as someone under the age of 18; moreover, British courts refer to all people under the age of 18 as minors, anyone under the age of 16 as teenagers, and those between the ages of 16 and 17 as young people. Childhood must be recognised as a developmental stage, according to the UNCRC, and English domestic laws must be formulated in a way that is compatible with the child's developing capacities (United Nations 1989, Article 5). When children mature, their thoughts and desires must be given more independence, and their advancement into maturity must be valued and supported. This fundamental precept is embodied in children's consent laws. (Griffith, 2015) 
According to Kennedy and Grubb (1998), children go through three developmental phases on their way to becoming self-sufficient adults. First is a young child who is dependent on a person with parental authority to agree to care. secondly, The Gillick capable kid under the age of 16 and lastly 16 and 17-year-olds who are capable of consenting to care as if they were of legal age. 

The UN represents how children should be treated whilst in the criminal justice system. The Criminal Justice System (CJS) has stated generally there is a strong association between being held accountable and social privileges and obligations although there is little consistency between civil and criminal law in England and Wales an example of this is that a person must be at least aged eighteen before they can sit on a jury although the age in which you can be held criminally responsible is aged ten. A person also must be aged eighteen before they vote. In England and Wales, the age of responsibility is on average aged sixteen this shows how low the age of criminal responsibility is against the age of responsibility. (Pierpoint, 2020)

[bookmark: _Toc70421894]2.4 Doli Incapax 
The doctrine of common law – doli incapax – makes young children incapable of committing a crime if they are not yet a certain age (age of discretion.) To hold a child aged between ten and fourteen criminally responsible the court must first establish that the child did not only possess mens rea but also know they committed a seriously wrong act. Doli incapax recognises that children have different levels of maturity and cognitive therefore it protects children who do not know they have committed a serious wrong. (Bradley, 2003)

in 1998, doli incapax was abolished in England and Wales by section 34 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. All children who have since committed a crime is held fully responsible. In 1997, the Home Office made a new approach to youth crime called ‘no more excuses’ where the government had stated that children will be held responsible for their behaviour. The government believes that doli incapax was illogical as it’s unfair within practice. Home Office also argued that it was just common sense, and it was not providing justice for victims or their families. (Fitz-Gibbon, 2016)

[bookmark: _Toc70421895]2.5 Key Cases
[bookmark: _Toc70421896]2.5.1 James Bulgar 1993
A key case concerning the age of criminal responsibility is the murder of James Bulgar. In 1993, two-year-old James Bulgar was abducted and tortured by two young children, Jon Venables and Robert Thompson, who at the time of the event was only 10 years old. This case was very traumatic and deeply disturbing resulting in the whole of Britain being shocked. CCTV shows that the young children (Jon Venables and Robert Thompson) led two-year-old James Bulgar away from his mother when they were shopping within the Strand Shopping Centre in Liverpool. (Roberts, 2014)
During the police interview, the two boys blamed each other for the murder. Venables further admitted to the crime whereas Thompson did not until he later slipped up. From this case, Thompson was known as the boy would didn’t cry or show any remorse. In regard to doli incapax, this shows that both boys have the capacity to commit the crime, therefore this would have not protected them. (Rennie, 2018)
[bookmark: _Toc70421897]2.5.2 Silje Redergard 1994
A similar case to James Bulgar is the death of Silje Redergard. In 1994 in Norway, Silje Redergard died of hyperthermia after being beaten by three six-year-old boys. At the time, the age of criminal responsibility was age fifteen therefore the boys could not be held responsible. The boys were questioned by the police, but the parents withdrew their consent soon after. Social workers and counsellors worked with the boys to achieve an understanding of what had happened. There was no anger from silje’s family or the community and both boy’s identity was kept confidential. (Green and Tonry, 2008)

Both cases were of the same nature, but both dealt with very differently. It is important to note that the age difference of the three killers plays a huge part in the way the crimes were dealt with. The James Bulgar case gained a huge amount of media attention whereas the Silje Redergard case was only in the news for around two weeks until they found out that the killers were young boys. Green, 2007 states this is due to the competitiveness in the British media. The killers of Silje Redergard were kept anonymous although the killers of James Bulgar were on the front of the newspaper more than once. The policies in both countries are also very different as England and Wales use their cases to establish new law and legislation whereas Norwegian focuses more on rehabilitation. (Green, 2021)

[bookmark: _Toc70421898]2.5.3 Mary Bell 
Another relevant case includes ten-year-old Mary Bell. In 1968, Mary killed two young boys and was sentenced to twelve years in prison. She was also known to cause harm to other children in her community and vandalise property. Two months after her first murder she killed a three-year-old child by strangulation where she also carved an ‘M’ into his body. The British news referred to Mary Bell as ‘born evil”. The court ruled her as mentally ill and charged her with manslaughter. When realised from prison in 1980, she was given a new identity to start a new life, many people argue that this was not appropriate. The mother of one of the young boys told the newspaper that everything revolves around her and how she must be secured. She also believes we do not have the same rights as murderers as victims. ("Evil Born": The Vicious Crimes Of 11-Year-Old Murderer Mary Bell, 2018)

[bookmark: _Toc70421899]2.6 The Attempts of Change in England and Wales.
A private members bill was made in 2016 by the House of Lords to raise the age of criminal responsibility. The bill intends to raise the minimum age of responsibility from ten to twelve in section 50 of the Children and Young Persons Act 1933. This Act is for England and Wales only. The bill was created 5 years ago which shows the government is reluctant to change it.  (Age of Criminal Responsibility Bill [HL] 2016-17)
The Government has stated that they are not accepting that there should be a change. They believe that most children who are age ten and older know the difference between good and bad behaviour therefore they are responsible for their wrongdoings. If a young person commits a crime, it is key for them to know that it is serious. The public must have confidence in the youth justice system and understand that youth offending will be recognised and dealt with accordingly and efficiently. The government state that the main reason for not entirely considering increasing the age is due to the case of James Bulgar even though they state that the case is abnormal. (Lords Hansard text for 29 Jan (pt. 0002), 2016)

The James Bulgar case has had a massive impact on the government's decision to change the age of responsibility. If the age of criminal responsibility had been the age of twelve in 1993, Jon Venables and Robert Thompson would not have been criminally liable therefore they would not have served a custodial sentence. The Ministry of Justice believes that children who are aged ten and above can differentiate between good behaviour and bad behaviour, therefore they are responsible for their actions. They stated that the age of criminal responsibility now allows for flexibility. (Children and Young People in Custody (Part 1): Entry into the youth justice system - Justice Committee - House of Commons, 2020)

[bookmark: _Toc70421900]2.7 Key Personnel Opinions  
The Youth Justice Board believes there is enough evidence to review the age of criminal responsibility. Focus on childhood development has shown that children can distinguish what is good and bad behaviour from a young age although this is not the same as criminal intent. Children’s lack of behavioural and emotional development means they find it difficult to control impulsive thoughts or resisting the pressure of friends or peers. These behaviours start to develop during early adulthood or during adolescence. For children who are 10-11-year-olds, severe offending is exceedingly rare. Data shows that there are still complex care needs for most children who commit violent crimes. (Youth Justice Statistics 2017/18, 2019)

The UN Committee, Children's Commissioners, and the Centre for Social Justice believe the age of criminal responsibility should be lower. The all-party Parliamentary Groups for Children and Women in the Penal System (APPG) have also stated that the age is too low. (Keeping up (tough) appearances: the age of criminal responsibility | Centre for Crime and Justice Studies, 2016)
The high level of custody of youth in England and Wales has led to a bad view of young people as criminals and has caused more bad behaviour in young people. There also needs to be more focus on individuals who suffered abuse and domestic violence. They also believe the government should stop focusing on the right and wrong of children and focus on what is best. (McGuinness, 2010)

[bookmark: _Toc70421901]2.8 Child Development Regarding the Age of Criminal Responsibility
One of the most common arguments to change to the age of criminal responsibility is that a child aged ten has not yet fully developed their cognitive behaviours. Jean Piaget was one of the most influential researchers of developmental psychology. He focused on when we know the consequences of our actions. Paget conducted an IQ test where he found that younger children answered the questions more qualitatively than older children which shows the young children have a lack of knowledge and experience but that they also thought differently. (Huitt and Hummel, 2003)
Piaget created the stages of development which shows four key stages in which a person goes through to reach adulthood. They are based on knowledge, thought and judgement. The four stages are: Sensorimotor - which applies between birth and eighteen to twenty-four months, Preoperational is toddlerhood (eighteen to twenty-four months) to early childhood (aged seven), Concrete Operational is stage three which applies to ages seven to eleven and lastly Formal Operational which is adolescence to adulthood. Piaget made these stages by recording the abilities and developments of these ages. It is possible for children to progress through the stages and children can also show signs of one given stage at the same time. However, he insisted that: this is the order in which cognitive growth happens, there are no stages that can be missed, new analytical abilities and a more nuanced view of the world follow each level. (Hansa and Bhargava, 2020) 

[bookmark: _Toc70421902]2.9 Crime Statistics in Wales regarding Youth Crime
In 2019, within England and Wales, there were over sixty-thousand-two-hundred arrests of children who were aged ten-seventeen. This has dropped by 77% within the last ten years, which was followed by a further 5% decrease in the year of 2018. Approximate 8,600 cautions were issued to children in England and Wales. This has also decreased by 91% since the year of 2009 and a further decrease of 23% within 2018. This shows that youth crime is decreasing each year. The graph below shows the dramatic decrease in arrests. (Youth Justice Statistics 2017/18, 2019)

In 2019, the most common crime committed by youths aged 10-17 was violence against a person which totalled to around 30% of offences committed by children. The second and third most common crimes were theft and handling of stolen goods and criminal damage. The least common offence was sexual offences which totalled to a percentage of two. Sexual assault crimes have been the least common offence over the last ten years, in 2017-2018 the proven offences of sexual assault totalled to 2%. (Youth Justice Statistics 2017/18, 2019) 

[bookmark: _Toc70421903]2.10 Crime Statistics in Swansea regarding Youth Crime
Youth crime figures are continuing to fall. In Swansea, youth crime has fallen from 20,44 to 428 in the year of 2012. There has also been a decrease in children who are aged ten to seventeen this has been stated by the Youth Offending Team. They believe the decrease is due to the focus being on children who are most likely to cause trouble and skip school. Swansea's Youth Offending Service uses restorative justice and has impact others to also use it more. They have stated that they use prevention and early intervention methods to help reinforce parents' responsibilities for their children and their child's behaviour, which has helped decrease the number of crimes. In Swansea, the Police and Social Services work together with the council and health staff to ensure they are making decisions on what is more appropriate for the child on whether they could get given a second chance or be sent to court. The offender will also receive support to ensure they do not re-offend. (Youth and child crime rates fall in Wales, YOT figures show, 2013)

[bookmark: _Toc70421904]2.11 Youth Diversion Schemes 	
Swansea Council has its own Youth Justice and Early Intervention Service. They work with young people aged between ten and seventeen who have come to the attention of the justice system due to their offending. Their three main focuses are: prevention of offending, the offenders, and the safety of the community.  The agencies work with the young people when they are realized into the community to prevent re-offending and ensure that they do not commit serious offences. The number of re-offending remains low due to the number of young people being supported. (Swansea - Youth Justice & Early Intervention Service, 2017)

Another youth crime prevention scheme is the Ceredigion Youth Justice Service which includes professionals such as the local authority, police, probation. Social services and many more. Their focus is to assess the needs of each person to identify their specific needs which are causing the person to offend. They also measure how much of a risk that person is to the community. The young person is expected to attend regular meetings where the focus is focusing on why the person offended. (Youth Justice Service (YJS) - Ceredigion County Council, 2021)

The Youth Justice Legal Centre (YJLC) is also a place in where youths can reach out to. YJLC’s main aim is to provide youths with information and animated videos on the process of the Criminal Justice System (CJS) so they have more of an understanding and know what to expect. This will also help them become more comfortable whilst in the process. (About us - Youth Justice Legal Centre, 2021)

[bookmark: _Toc70421905]2.12 Conclusion 
To conclude, the Government are reluctant to change the age of criminal responsibility due to the James Bulgar case although there are still many other agencies that are trying to push for change. They believe the current age of criminal responsibility allows for flexibility as they believe aged ten is a guideline for the age of criminal responsibility. The Youth Justice Board believes there should be change since children who are aged ten do not know the consequences of serious behaviour. 
There is little to no information on the public opinion therefore the public opinion will come from their response to the key cases stated above. 
It is important to also note, that the youth crime statistics in England and Wales has dramatically decreased but raising the age of criminal responsibility is still a focus. 
The amount of youth crime in Wales is lower than it has ever been, and the most common crime committed is assault although if the age of criminal responsibility were changed, the Bulgar case would have been treated differently as there would have been no justice for James or his family and the identify of his killers would have been kept anonymous. 














3.0 [bookmark: _Toc70421906]Chapter Three: Research Method

[bookmark: _Toc70421907]3.1 Introduction 
This chapter aims to choose an appropriate step by step research approach to determine the public's view on whether the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate. To do this, the research onion which was developed by Saunders et al., 2019, will be included. 
This chapter aids the objective of creating an online survey and it will also select relevant approaches to the research. 

“Create an online survey aimed at the public to establish whether they believe the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate.”

Collis & Hussey, 2014, defines research as a study to grow awareness whilst using a systematic approach and methodical process of inquiry and investigation. This means that research is vital when an individual plans to increase their knowledge/understanding within a certain subject or topic. Within this topic, research is key to be able to understand the age of criminal responsibility and public opinion. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421908]3.2 Research Onion 
Methodology is a general research technique that defines the method in which research should be carried out. It contains philosophical theories and assumptions which form the interpretation of study questions and support the chosen research methods. The methodology of analysis is an important part of research as it maintains continuity between methods and selected theories. One of the methods of building research methodology is based on the scientific principle of "research onion" Figure 3.2.1, suggested by Saunders et al ,2019. The research onion has many layers/stages which are to be followed to ensure the researcher has an effective methodology. Research methodology starts in the outer layers with philosophy, research approaches, strategies, and time horizons. Each will be explained in chapter three. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421909]3.2.1 Figure of Research Onion
[image: ]
Figure 3.2.1 Showing Saunders research onion. (Saunders et al (2019)

[bookmark: _Toc70421910]3.2.2 Philosophies
To produce research, the most appropriate form of philosophy has been chosen. The philosophy which has been chosen is interpretivism. The online survey will be in the form of a social experiment as it contains closed questions although interpretivism with also be used when analysing the open questions within the survey. (Saunders et al, 2019) 
[bookmark: _Toc70421911]3.2.3 Approach & strategy
Within this research, primary research will be collected using an online questionnaire. Patten, 2017 states that one of the most efficient ways to collect data is through a questionnaire. Using a questionnaire will allow the researcher to ask questions to a targeted audience to retrieve and analyse data. The questionnaires results will be analysed to find a gap within the questions, the gaps will then be used to form an interview.

The questionnaire will be conducted using a quantitative approach as this will allow the researcher to ask questions based on the research found and it will also allow all data to be effectively evaluated. (Sahay, 2016).

[bookmark: _Toc70421912]3.2.4 Choice	
The researcher has chosen to use a mono method regarding the choice of the research approach as this can allow for both quantitative and qualitative research. The mono method will be used when creating the survey as there is to be expected many respondents. The quantitative method is in place to gather data as this ensures there is consistency, precision, and reliability throughout analysing the data. (Hassard and Pym, 1990)

[bookmark: _Toc70421913]3.2.5 Time horizon
The time horizon regarding the research onion is the time that it takes to carry out the research and to collect data for a given subject. The most suitable time horizon for this research would be ‘cross-sectional’ due to the study being short term. A cross-sectional time horizon would also allow for more research later if required. 


[bookmark: _Toc70421914]3.2.6 Techniques: data collection and analysis
The techniques used for data collection in this research will be socialism and interpretivism. When collecting data from the online survey, interpretivism will be used although positivism will be used when collecting the data from completed open questions from the survey. Weber, 2004 states the key differences between socialism and interpretivism is that positivism is influenced by culture and uses quantitative techniques whereas interpretivism is where people influence society and it uses qualitative techniques.

[bookmark: _Toc70421915]3.2.6.1 Data collection
Sapsford and Jupp, 2006 states that when collecting data, it is important to use a range of techniques as this will allow for a more complex understanding therefore the researcher has decided to use an online survey to gather data from the public and individuals with knowledge into the criminal justice system. Using different data collection methods will allow the researcher to identify patterns within the analysis.                                         
                                          
[bookmark: _Toc70421916]3.2.6.2 Question and literature review matrix
	Survey Questions 

	Question-related references taken from previous chapters:

	1. The data which will be collected from this survey will be kept confidential and anonymous. 
a. Do you agree with your information being used for research purposes?

	Question one is to ensure the participants give their consent for their information to be used for research purposes. 

Due to ethical reasons, this information must be kept confidential and anonymous. 

	2. Please state the age range which applies to you. 

3. Are you: 

	Questions two and three are demographic questions to seek the background of the participants. The researcher will use this to analyse the findings of the online survey. 

	4. What is your relationship status?

5. Do you have any children? 


	These questions have been used to find whether a person is in a relationship or has children affect their answers to question six. 

	6. Currently, the age of criminal responsibility in England in Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate? 

7. What age do you think the age of criminal responsibility should be?

	Questions four and five are put in place to ask the public for their opinion on the age of criminal responsibility. 

These questions relate to the research question as it helps to determine if the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate. 

	8. Why do you believe the age of criminal responsibility should be raised or lowered?

	This question is open-ended and has been asked to the public to find out their reasoning for the previous question.

	9. Do you think a child who is aged 10 knows the difference between right and wrong?

10. Do you believe a child of aged 10 knows the consequences of a serious wrongdoing?


	These questions have been asked to analyse whether the public believes children know right from wrong, this also allows justification for their answer to question six. 

	11. In your opinion, at which age should a child be prosecuted for the crime’s listed below? 

12. What punishment do you think is the most suitable for young offenders due to the crime they commit?

	Question eight and nine is within the questionnaire to seek evidence into whether the public thinks the age of criminal responsibility needs to be reviewed. 

	13. What facilities are in your area to prevent youth offending? (tick the appropriate boxes)

	Question fourteen is in place to find out how many facilities are in the area in which the participant lives, this offers a contrast to question sixteen. 

	14. Do you believe there is enough support for young offenders to stop them from re-offending?

	Question fourteen asked the public if there is enough support for youth offenders, this is asking the public opinion to determine whether youth offenders need more support. 

	15. Is youth offending a problem within your area?

	This question has been asked to be contrasted with the facilities to find out whether there is still a problem in the area if they have more than two facilities.,

	16. Have you been a victim of a crime caused by a child between the age of 10-16?

	This question has been asked to analyse whether the people who have answered yes has a different common answer to the overall response of the questionnaire. 

	17. If a child aged 10 and lower, commits a crime, should the parents be blamed for their child’s actions?

	Question seventeen has been asked to determine whether parents with/without children believe parents should be blamed 

	18. In your opinion, does the Criminal Justice System have a positive or negative impact on a child once they have committed an offence?

	This question has been asked to determine the publics thoughts on the criminal justice system and whether they have an impact on youth offenders. 



Table: 3.1.5.4.1: Showing the question and literature review matrix.




[bookmark: _Toc70421917]3.2.6.3 Analysis
When analysing the data from the collected online questionnaire, the researcher will use Microsoft Excel which is a known software designed for creating spreadsheets and analysing data. The researcher will also use Excel to create a common theme to analyse the open question within the questionnaire. When analysing the data from the closed questions the researcher will focus on patterns throughout the answers.

[bookmark: _Toc70421918]3.3 Reliability and validity
Reliability is described by Joppe, 2000 as the degree to which the findings are constant over time and an accurate representation of the overall population under analysis is known to as reliability, and the research is assumed to be reliable if the results of a study can be replicated under a similar methodology.
Validity defines whether the report tests what it was supposed to test or how truthful the conclusions of the research are. For example, does the research meet its main objective? Within this research, the main objective is to investigate the age of criminal responsibility to determine whether it's appropriate. (Golafshani, 2003)

[bookmark: _Toc70421919]3.3.1 Triangulation
The researcher will use the triangulation method when collecting data as this allows the researcher to use at least two methods of data collection to support the findings throughout the paper. (Saunders, 2009) The method of triangulation also allows the researcher to look at the findings from different perspectives. This method also ensures there is reliability and validity throughout the paper. 
The two methods used will be an online survey with open and closed questions. The other method will be at least one interview with personnel who have connections with the youth justice system. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421920]3.4 Limitations 
The first limitation is due to the global pandemic (COVID-19) as the amount of research that can be done has become limited. Currently, it is not possible to conduct in-person interviews. This has resulted in obtaining less research due to the restrictions put in place by the government. The measures which have been put in place by the government have also limited travel throughout Wales and it has also resulted in the closure of universities due to the safety of their students and staff. 
Another limitation is the time limit for the dissertation. The dissertation is a time-consuming research project in which the researcher needs enough time to conduct research and evaluate and analyse data. To improve time management, the researcher has used a Gantt chart. This chart allows the researcher to allocate appropriate time durations for each chapter of the research.

[bookmark: _Toc70421921]3.5 Ethical considerations
Ethical consideration is key during the research process as there must be no harm or create a risk for participants. Saunders, 2009 states ethics need to be considered when researching and conducting interviews and online surveys. It's important that the publics privacy is considered. To ensure ethics is always considered, the researcher has provided a brief introduction for the survey and interview which states that participants may withdraw from the research at any time they wish. They can also decline in taking part in the research. When collecting data, it must be collected fairly and fully as this ensures the research is completely reliable. 
To ensure ethical considerations are being upheld, an ethics form provided by UWTSD is to be completed before any research begins, it is then to be approved by the supervisor and the course coordinator. The online questionnaire must pass ethical considerations therefore the researcher has ensured there will be protocols in place to uphold anonymity and confidential information provided by participants. All data will be stored by a password protected device and saved securely. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421922]3.5 Conclusion
To conclude, the most vital part of the research is to include ethnic consideration throughout as its key that there is no harm to the participants or researchers. Saunders, et al., 2009 has also stated that it's important for the information to be securely always saved behind a password protected device. 
This chapter has met the object of completing an interview and online survey successfully and has also chosen relevant research approaches. In the next chapter, the researcher will analyse the data collected through surveys and interviews. 
[bookmark: _Toc70421845][bookmark: _Toc70421923]This chapter has also shown the limitations of the research and outlined why Reliability and validity are important throughout the research. 
























4.0 [bookmark: _Hlk70005653][bookmark: _Toc70421924][bookmark: _Hlk70005658]Chapter four: Findings

[bookmark: _Toc70421925]4.1 Introduction 
In this chapter of the research, the primary data which has been collected will be analysed and presented. There were seventy respondents to the questionnaire which were issued out to the public to establish their views on the age of criminal responsibility. This chapter will also gain information based on the gap identified within the literature review as it will provide the researcher with the public opinion of the age of criminal responsibility. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421926][bookmark: _Hlk70005662]4.2 Data Analysis 
The data retrieved from the questionnaire will be analysed through Microsoft excel. Each answer from the questionnaire will be analysed through excel to provide percentages and to conclude the findings to determine the public opinion on the age of criminal responsibility. 
Questions eleven and twelve were analysed using google docs, this provides the most detailed analysis for these questions as it includes all the answers which were provided. The full analysis of this chapter will also contain all the data retrieved from each question using google docs. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421927][bookmark: _Hlk70005667]4.3 Methods
The participants of the questionnaire were dived into categories based on their answers on gender, age and whether they have children. The answers to the age question were categorised into age ranges, this supports the anonymity of the participant but also allows for easier analysis and clear results. 

[bookmark: _Toc41856642][bookmark: _Toc70421928][bookmark: _Hlk70005675]4.4 Demographics and Descriptive Statistics
There was a total of seventy respondents of the questionnaire although one participant did not provide an answer for the first question (The data which will be collected from this survey will be kept confidential and anonymous. Do you agree to your information being used for research purposes?) therefore their answers will be deleted and not used. All the percentages within this chapter will be based on the sixty-nine respondents.
Each respondent was either eighteen years of age or older and volunteered to participate. All the participants were recruited through social media more specifically Facebook or through direct emails. Out of the seventy individuals who were recruited twenty-one were male and forty-nine were female.

[bookmark: _Toc41856643][bookmark: _Hlk70005679][bookmark: _Toc70421929]4.5 Specific Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc41856644][bookmark: _Toc70421930][bookmark: _Hlk70005684]4.5.1 Gender Associations 
Question three of the questionnaire asked the participants what they identify as. All the participants either chose male or female, therefore this section will be analysing if gender has an impact on what the answers were for question six. 
Question six of the questionnaire asked the participants whether they thought the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate. The graph below shows all the answers to the question. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010191]Figure 4.5.1.1: Showing the percentage of participants who voted ‘yes’ and ‘no’ on question six of the questionnaire (Currently the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate?) 

The graph below shows the total percentage of males who responded with ‘no’ was 8.28% whereas the total percentage of female respondents who responded with a ‘no’ was 10.35%. This shows that more women than men believe the age of criminal responsibility is not appropriate. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010196]Figure 4.5.1.2: Showing the percentage of male and female participants who voted ‘no’ on question six of the questionnaire (Currently the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate?) 

[bookmark: _Toc41856645][bookmark: _Toc70421931][bookmark: _Hlk70005690]4.5.2 Age Associations
Question two of the questionnaire asked the age of the participant therefore this section will analyse whether the age of a person had an impact on their answer for question six. 

The graph below shows the different age categories of the participants of the questionnaire and it contrasts them into two categories (whether they responded yes or no to question six.) The findings show that there is no significant impact of age on question six.

[bookmark: _Hlk70010207]Figure 4.5.2.1: Showing the percentage of participants who voted ‘yes’ and ‘no’ on question six of the questionnaire based on their age category. (Currently, the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate?) 


[bookmark: _Toc70421932][bookmark: _Hlk70005695]4.5.3 Relationship Status Associations
The answers from question four regarding gender will be analysed with question six to establish whether it makes an impact. 
The graph below shows the participants who are ‘single’ and answered ‘yes; or ‘no’ to question six. The findings show that the percentage of people who answered ‘no’ was 11.04 whereas the number of people who answered ‘yes’ was 10.35 therefore there is only a small number of participants who answered ‘no’ than ‘yes’. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010214]Figure 4.5.3.1: Showing the percentage of ‘single’ participants who voted ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to question six (Currently the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate?)

In contrast to the previous graph, the below graph shows the participants who are either in a relationship or married and have answered ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to question six. It shows that the participants who are in a relationship/married mostly chose answer ‘yes’ which shows they believe the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate. There is a much bigger majority of people who are in a relationship/married who believe the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010219]Figure 4.5.3.2 Showing the percentage of participants who are in a relationship/married who voted ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to question six (Currently the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate?)

For more specific analysis, the researcher also created a graph to show the age ranges of people who were single and contrasted it with the age ranges of people who were either in a relationship or married. 

The graph below shows the age ranges of single people. The most common age range was ’18-25’.

Figure 4.5.3.3 Showing the percentage of participants age ranges who answered ‘single’. 

The graph below shows the age ranges of people who were either in a relationship or married and the most common age range was ’31-40. 

Figure 4.5.3.4 Showing the percentage of participants age ranges who answered in a relationship/married. 

This shows that the participants who answered ‘single’ are younger than the individuals who answered either ‘in a relationship’ or ‘married’. This also shows that the reason people who are single believe the age of criminal responsibility is not appropriate as they are younger.
[bookmark: _Toc70421933][bookmark: _Hlk70005706]4.5.4 Children Associations
The answers from question five were contrasted with the answers from six to show if the participants had children and if it affected their answer for question six.

The graph below shows the percentage of participants who had children and their answer to question six. It shows that individuals with children believe the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010230]Figure 4.5.4.1 Showing the percentage of participants with children who voted ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to question six (Currently the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate?)

The graph below shows the participants who don’t have children and answered ‘yes’ or ‘no’ for question six. It shows the common response was ‘yes.’ Individuals with no children believe the age is appropriate. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010235]Figure 4.5.4.2 Showing the percentage of participants with no children who voted ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to question six (Currently the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate?)

These graphs show that the participants who don’t have children only slightly believe that the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate. 

Question five has also been contrasted with question seventeen to find out whether participants with and without children believe that parents should be blamed for a child’s wrongdoings. 

The pie chart below shows the data for question seventeen and the answers from participants with children. It shows that parents believe that parents should be blamed for their child’s wrongdoings. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010241]Figure 4.5.4.3 Showing the percentage of participants with children who voted ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to question seventeen (If a child aged 10 and lower, commits a crime, should the parents be blamed for their child’s actions?)

Similarly, participants with no children strongly believe that parents should be blamed for their child’s wrongdoings. Overall, it shows that parents should be blamed for their child’s wrongdoings. The number of participants without children who votes ‘yes’ is significantly higher. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010246]Figure 4.5.4.4 Showing the percentage of participants without children who voted ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to question seventeen (If a child aged 10 and lower, commits a crime, should the parents be blamed for their child’s actions?)
[bookmark: _Toc70421934][bookmark: _Hlk70005714]4.5.5 Personal Experiences Associations
Question sixteen asked participants whether they have been a victim of a crime caused by a child between the age of 10-16? There was a total of nine participants who answered ‘yes’ to this question. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010252]Figure 4.5.5.1 Showing the percentage of participants with children who voted ‘yes’ to question sixteen (Have you been a victim of a crime caused by a child between the age of 10-16?)

Question seven of the questionnaire asked participants what they believe the age of criminal responsibility should be, the graph below shows the answers of the participants and in blue is the answers (ages). The graph shows the most common answer was aged ten, therefore the participants believe the age of criminal responsibility should remain the same.

[bookmark: _Hlk70010257]Figure 4.5.5.2: Showing the percentage of participants who voted for the different ages on question 7. (What do you think would be appropriate for the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales should be?)

The answers from question sixteen will be compared with the answers from question seven. The graph below shows the answers from question sixteen answered by those who ticked ‘yes’ for question seven. The graph shows that the most common answer was aged ten, therefore they believe the age should stay the same. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010263]Figure 4.5.5.3: Showing the percentage of participants who voted yes for question sixteen (Have you been a victim of a crime caused by a child between the age of 10-16?) compared to their answers for question seven. (What do you think would be appropriate for the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales should be?)

[bookmark: _Toc41856646][bookmark: _Toc70421935][bookmark: _Hlk70005721]4.6 Analysis 	
Questions nine and ten were based on whether the public believes a ten-year-old knows right from wrong.
The graph below shows the results to question nine. The common response to this question was ‘yes; this shows the participants believe a child knows their right from wrong. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010269]Figure: 4.6.1: Showing the percentage of participants who voted ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to question nine. (Do you think a child who is aged 10 knows the difference between right and wrong?)

Similarly, to question nine, question ten asks whether a child knows the consequences of serious wrongdoings in which the most common answer was ‘yes’ therefore the public believe that if a child does something bad, they should expect a serious consequence. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010277]Figure: 4.6.2: Showing the percentage of participants who voted ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to question nine. (Do you believe a child of aged 10 knows the consequences of a serious wrongdoing?)

Question fifteen asked participants whether they thought they had problems with youth crime in their area, this has been contrasted with the number of facilities in their area. The graph below shows the participants who have answered ‘yes’ to having a problem within their area and has two or fewer facilities or more than two facilities. The chart shows that most of the problem areas have more than two facilities. 
 
Figure: 4.6.3: Showing the percentage of participants who answered ‘yes’ to question fifteen (Is youth offending a problem within your area?) contrasted with question thirteen. 


[bookmark: _Hlk70010285]Figure: 4.6.4: Showing the percentage of participants who answered ‘no’ to question fifteen (Is youth offending a problem within your area?) contrasted with question thirteen. 

Question seventeen asked the public whether they believe there is enough support for youth offenders. The chart below shows the majority of the public answered ‘no’ this follows on from question sixteen as it shows even with areas with more than two facilities, youth offending is still a problem therefore they need more support. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70010411]Figure: 4.6.5: Showing the percentage of participants who answered ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to question seventeen (Do you believe there is enough support for young offenders regarding stop them from re-offending?)

Questions eleven and twelve are based on youth crime and punishments. 
The graph below shows the most common youth crimes and it asked participants what they thought the most suitable age was to be prosecuted with those crimes. The results show that for every crime included the most common answer was aged ten, therefore the participates believe that a ten-year-old should be punished for these crimes.
[image: ] 
[bookmark: _Hlk70010416]Figure 4.6.6: Showing the percentage of participants who voted for each different type of crime on question eleven (In your opinion, at which age should a child be prosecuted with a crime listed below?)
In comparison, the below graph shows the punishments in which the participants believe is the most appropriate for the common crimes committed by youth offenders. As seen by the graph is varies although the most common answer is a Youth Rehabilitation Order, therefore this shows the public does not want to issue a youth offender a custodial sentence but to rehabilitate them. The other common answers include a caution and Anti-Social Behaviour Order (ASBO). 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk70010424]Figure 4.6.7: Showing the percentage of participants who voted for each different type of crime on question twelve (What punishment do you think is the most suitable for young offenders due to the crime they commit?)

The graph below shows the percentage of participants who voted ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ on question seventeen, it shows the general public believe the CJS has a negative impact on youth offenders. 


[bookmark: _Hlk70010428]Figure: 4.6.8: Showing the percentage of participants who voted ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ for question seventeen (In your opinion, does the Criminal Justice System have a positive or negative impact on a child once they have committed an offence?)

[bookmark: _Toc70421936][bookmark: _Hlk70005730]4.7 Open Question Analysis 
Question eight of the questionnaire is an open-ended question that asked participants for their reasoning of question six (currently, the age of criminal responsibility in England is Wales is age ten, do you believe this is appropriate?) There was a total of fifty-three respondents to this question.  

The table below shows the common themes from the answers to question eight. 
	Themes
	Total

	1) ‘Children aged ten are not old enough to understand’
	14

	2) ‘The age of criminal responsibility should stay the same’
	8

	3) ‘Raised due to not enough education’ 
	1

	4) ‘Remain the same – a child aged ten should know right from wrong’ 
	15

	5) ‘Raised’ 
	2

	6) ‘Depends on the seriousness of the crime’
	3

	7) Depends on the individual
	3

	8) ‘Lowered’
	2

	9) ‘cases of James Bulgar show kids are capable’ 
	1

	10)  ‘Raised due to labelling of young offenders and the impact its causes’ 
	1

	11) ‘Lowered – a child should know right from wrong’ 
	1

	12) ‘N/A’ 
	3



Table 7.7.1 Showing the themes of question eight. 

This graph shows the most common answer was that the age of criminal responsibility should remain the same as a child who is aged ten, should know right from wrong. This also links back to the literature review as Jean Piaget suggested that children may have not yet fully developed. 

The findings show that the participants believe that the age of criminal responsibility should remain the same (aged ten.) 

[bookmark: _Toc41856650][bookmark: _Toc70421937][bookmark: _Hlk70005736]4.8 Conclusion
To conclude, the participants strongly agree that the age of criminal responsibility should remain the same at aged ten. 
The open-ended question provides the reason why they believe this, and it is due to them believing a child who is aged ten, should know the difference between right and wrong. 
Individuals who are in a relationship believe that the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate rather than the individuals who are single. The participants most common answer to whether the public believes aged ten was appropriate was ‘yes’. The questionnaire has also found that overall, the parents should be blamed for their child’s wrongdoings as children know right from wrong and also the consequences of serious wrongdoings. The questionnaire has gathered information on youth offending and has concluded that the number of facilities in the area does not help support youth who are committing a crime, therefore they need more support overall. Lastly, the participants believe that the Criminal Justice System has a negative impact on individuals, and it has been said to provide them with a ‘label’. 
Referring to the literature review although there are no statistics for the public opinion, the public opinion will be used from their reaction to previous cases.  In the case of James Bulgar, the public believed the prosecution of the two ten-year-old boys was the most appropriate consequence. The questionnaire supports public opinion as it shows the participants believe aged ten is the most appropriate. 
























5.0 [bookmark: _Toc70421938]Chapter Five: Conclusions and Recommendations

[bookmark: _Toc70421939]5.1 Introduction 
This chapter will bring the overall research to a conclusion. This chapter will establish whether the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate based on all of the research throughout this paper. This chapter will aim to complete: 
‘Produce recommendation for further research.’

[bookmark: _Toc70421940]5.2. Main Findings 
The main findings within this paper were that the government and the participants both believe the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate at the current age of ten. The most common opposing view to the age of criminal responsibility not being appropriate is that individuals who are aged ten may have not fully developed therefore they may not know right from wrong. It’s also important to note that the case of James Bulgar is a key reason in which the government will not raise the age of criminal responsibility. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421941]5.3 Implications 
Some implications of the research are shown with the questionnaire. There were some questions that were left without an answer, this resulted in them not being included with some analysis. Another implication arose when one individual did not answer the first question of the questionnaire which asks them to confirm they are ok with their information being used. This resulted in the researcher deleting the full response to the questionnaire in order of not being able to use the information provided. 
Another implication was that the research had limited research use as they could not conduct a face-to-face interview due to the government's COVID-19 restrictions. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421942]5.4 Recommendations 
There needs to be more reliable research on children aged ten to establish whether they have the capacity to know right from wrong. This allows for a better understanding of how the child thinks and behaves. This will allow for the best age of criminal responsibility. 
There also needs to be more support for young offenders. The primary research within this paper shows that just adding more facilities to an area is not enough, there needs to be more support for young offenders from the government-run agencies such as the police and the criminal justice system to ensure young offenders do not re-offend but also to ensure young people don’t offend at all by knowing the serious consequences of their actions. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421943]5.5 Limitations 
All research within this paper was conducted during the COVID-19 pandemic therefore the researcher could not conduct initial ideas such as carrying out an interview, this also meant the researcher could not use a mixed-method approach to gain more primary research. A questionnaire was issued to the public online as this was the most efficient way to gain research during this time. 
The researcher aimed to carry out the questionnaire twice with the first questionnaire being the same, but the second questionnaire would contain questions on the case of James Bulgar. The researcher did not do this as the first questionnaire gained the common answer of the age of criminal responsibility being appropriate. If the researcher had done two separate questionnaires, this would aim to show that the James Bulgar case would affect the general public’s response. 
[bookmark: _Toc70421944]The questionnaire was answered by mostly women, the researcher could have put forth the questionnaire again to gain more responses overall but more specifically from males to gain a more accurate response. 
There is little to no previous research on the public’s opinion of the age of criminal responsibility therefore the researcher had research cases to find a public opinion. 

5.6 Completed Aims and Objectives
The aim of this paper was:
To investigate Youth Crime in Swansea to establish whether there is a need to change the Age of Criminal Responsibility.
This has been the main focus throughout the paper and has successfully been achieved through each of the five chapters. 
There were also four objectives, these were: 
1. Conduct an extensive literature review on the history of criminal responsibility and the attempts to change it within England and Wales.
2. Review Crime statistics in Swansea regarding Youth Crime. 
3. Review key personnel involved in youth crime to obtain their opinions and establish the measures put in place to deal with young criminals. 
4. Create an online survey aimed at the public to establish whether they believe the age of criminal responsibility is appropriate. 
5. Produce recommendation for further research.
All objectives have been completed, the first, second and third objective was completed during chapter two and objective four and five was completed during chapter three and four. 

[bookmark: _Toc70421945]5.7 Conclusion 
This study met the aim of investigating Youth Crime in Swansea to establish whether there is a need to change the Age of Criminal Responsibility. This chapter concluded all the evidence found and also showed the limitations of the research which has been conducted. It also explained all the limitations within the research. 
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Currently, the age of criminal responsibility in England is Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate?

Currently, the age of criminal responsibility in England is Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate?	Yes	No	41	27	

Currently the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate? 

Gender 	Male 	Female 	12	15	

Currently, the age of criminal resposibility in England and Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate? 

yes	18-25	26-30	31-40	41-50	51-59	60+	16	4	11	7	0	3	no	18-25	26-30	31-40	41-50	51-59	60+	0	0	0	0	0	0	no	18-25	26-30	31-40	41-50	51-59	60+	14	3	8	1	0	1	yes	18-25	26-30	31-40	41-50	51-59	60+	



Currently the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate? 
- Single 

Single 	yes 	no	15	16	

Currently the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate? 
- Relationship/Married

relationship/married	yes	no	26	11	


Single 	18-25	26-30	31-40	41-50	51-59	60+	19	4	7	1	0	0	


Relationship/Married	18-25	26-30	31-40	41-50	51-59	60+	10	3	14	6	0	4	

Currently, the age of criminal responsibility in England is Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate? - Participants who have children

Have kids	yes	no 	23	13	

Currently, the age of criminal responsibility in England is Wales is age 10, do you believe this is appropriate? - Participants who dont have children

no kids	yes	no 	18	14	

If a child aged 10 and lower, commits a crime, should the parents be blamed for their childs actions? - participants with children.

Parents to blame - kids	yes	no	20	17	

If a child aged 10 and lower, commits a crime, should the parents be blamed for their childs actions? - participants without children

Parents to blame - no kids	yes	no	24	8	

Have you been a victim of a crime caused by a child between the age of 10-16?

Yes	No	9	60	

What do you think would be appropriate for age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales should be?

8	10	12	14	16	5	39	8	11	6	


What do you think would be appropriate for age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales should be?

8	10	12	14	16	1	6	0	1	1	


Do you think a child who is aged 10 knows the difference from right and wrong?

Yes	No	60	9	

Do you believe a child of aged 10 knows the consequences of a serious wrongdoing?

Yes	No	42	27	

Is youth offending a problem within your area? - paricipants who answered 'yes' 

problems in are - Yes 	Less than 2	More than 2	29	18	

Is youth offending a problem within your area? - paricipants who answered 'no’ '  

problems in area - no 	Less than 2	More than 2 	12	9	

Do you believe there is enough support for young offenders in regards to stop them re-offending?

Do you believe there is enough support for young offenders in regards to stop them re-offending?	Yes	No	7	62	

In your opinion, does the Criminal Justice System have a positive or negative impact on a child once they have committed an offence?

In you opinion, does the Criminal Justice System have a positive or negative impact on a child once they have committed an offence?	Positive	Negative	22	46	
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In your opinion, at which age should a child be prosecuted with crime listed below? Below are some examples of the crimes. Please only tick one per row
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- I you opinion,does the Criminal Justice System have a positive or negaive 7
impact on 3 child once they have committed an offence?
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Do you believe there is enough support for young offenders in regards to stop.
them re-offending?

O ves
O

Is youth offending a problem within your area?

O ves
O

Have you been a victim of a crime caused by a child between the age of 10-167

O ves
O

If a child aged 10 and lower, commits a crime, should the parents be blamed for
their childs actions?

O ves
O

In you opinion, doss the Criminal Justics System have a positive or negative
impact on a child once they have committed an offence?

O eositne

O negatve
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