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Understanding  the  Scythian  High  Culture  and  Society  Using  Literary  Sources,  Archaeology  and  the  Ability  to  Call  on  a  Vast  Supply  of  Burial  Mounds  Between  7th  and  5th  century  B.C.
Abstract:
The  aim  of  this  dissertation  is  to  use  the  Scythian  burial  mounds  from  the  Altai  mountains  to  reveal  more  to  the  overarching  Scythian  culture  than  we  can  without  them.  The  first  aim  will  be  to  discuss  what  the  ancient  sources  can  tell  us  along  with  the  archaeological  finds  from  burial  mounds  around  the  black  sea  region,  across  the  northern  and  the  eastern  steppe.  Another  aim  is  to  engage  with  issues  like  the  role  and  place  of  women  in  Scythian  society  and  validating  the  use  of  the  Altai  mountain  burials  for  use  in  understanding  Scythian  culture.  
Plan
Introduction:
The  aim  of  the  introduction  is  to  give  a  brief  overview  of  the  Scythian  peoples  and  their  burial  customs,  from  Herodotus’s  texts  on  his  controversial  visit  to  the  Scythians  surrounding  the  Black  Sea  to  the  finds  from  the  burial  mounds  and  scholars’  writings  on  sites  from  across  the  Scythian  steppes.  
Correlations  drawn  between  later  steppe  cultures  and  the  Scythian  Steppe  by  Rolle  (1989:19)  Bourgeois  (2007:458-474).
Ancient  sources  for  the  Scythian  world  and  the  difficulties  given;  Herodotus  and  the  controversy  of  him  actually  travelling  to  see  the  Scythian  steppe  past  the  black  sea  Rolle  (1989:8-9)  Ovid  and  Dion  Chrystomos’  quotes  on  the  Scythians,  Dion’s  mentioning  of  the  trouser  wearing  Scythian  youth.  
Section  1:
Short  account  of  Scythian  history  around  the  time  of  the  Pazyryk  burials  across  known  Scythian  world  using  sources  Onyshkevych  (1999:23)  showing  us  an  estimation  of  the  land  covered  by  this  overarching  Scythian  culture  from  the  Fifth  century  B.C.  and  onwards,  with  Onyshkevych  (1999:24)  saying  that  archaeological  evidence  suggests  they  moved  from  the  Eastern  world  sometime  around  seventh  century  B.C.  
Origin  stories  from  Herodotus  (4.5-13)  on  the  Scythians  show  both  mythological  origins  and  historical,  with  the  one  considered  being  most  probable  by  Herodotus  where  the  people  of  the  Massagetae  ‘forced’  the  Scythians  out  of  Asia,  bring  their  Asian  influenced  culture  to  the  Mediterranean  and  impacting  many  cultures  (1999:24-25).



Another  purpose  of  this  section  is  to  go  further  into  the  discussion  on  validating  and  comparing  both  ancient  references  and  crafting  style  to  show  correlations  using  Van  Noten,  Polosmak  (1995:76-82),  British  Museum  Scythian  Exhibition  catalogue  and  Michael’s  (1973:  1108-1110)  review  of  Frozen  tombs  of  Siberia:  Pazyryk  burials  of  Iron  Age  Horsemen.  
Bourgeois  (2007:462)  statement  of  the  incredible  opportunity  given  to  us  thanks  to  the  level  of  preservation  of  the  burial  mounds  and  the  accounts  given  by  Herodotus.

Contents  of  chosen  Khurhans/Khurgans,  also  known  as  burial  mounds,  and  what  they  tell  us  about  Scythian  high  culture  along  with  how  they  would  be  built,  as  well  as  Rolle’s  (1989:32-35)  theory  that  an  individual  could  step  up  through  the  class  system  through  their  burial  and  entry  into  the  Scythian’  afterlife’.
Issues  of  only  being  able  to  understand  Scythian  lower  class  through  way  of  dress  and  lack  of  evidence  to  go  with  them,  Onyshkevych  (1999:26)  however  shows  us  that  the  poorer  the  Scythian  individual  the  lower  their  khurhan  is  in  height.  Rolle  (1989:29)  and  Onyshkevych  (1999:29)  both  alert  us  and  support  the  notion  that  these  burial  mounds  would  not  contain  just  one  individual  and  his  retinue,  as  well  the  Scythians  would  either  reopen  or  create  new  tunnels  into  other  burial  sections  for  people  who  both  Rolle  and  Onyshkevych  agree  to  be  relatives  or  people  of  close  relation  to  the  Subject  who  the  mound  was  built  for.  
Supporting  the  argument  for  the  use  of  the  Altai  Mountain  Khurgans  to  understand  Scythian  culture,  Onyshkevych  (1999:24-25)  refers  to  the  Scythians  dislodging  the  Cimmerians  around  mid-seventh  century  B.C.,  the  ‘Ice  Maiden  burial’  is  dated  to  c.  650  B.C,  this  would  have  been  a  great  and  difficult  migration  however  it  is  also  known  to  us  thanks  once  again  to  Onyshkevych  (1999:29)  that  the  Scythians  were  a  nomadic  people  who  followed  their  great  herds.  This  would’ve  made  such  a  migration  much  more  manageable,  especially  taking  into  account  the  nomadic  lifestyle  that  the  Scythians  were  already  used  to.  
Treatment  and  appearance  of  Scythian  women:  
Knowledge  of  Scythian  women  is  scarce  however  we  know  that  some  Scythian  women  were  buried  with  weapons,  armour  and  other  things  necessary  to  fighting  pointed  out  by  Onyshkevych  (1999:30).  Literary  evidence  put  to  this  is  Herodotus’s  discussion  of  the  Amazonians  however  Onyshkevych  (1999:31)  tells  us  that  these  buried  women  are  far  different  to  these  amazon  man  killers,  Scythians  themselves  called  them  Oiorpata,  however  Rice  (1961:60)  asserts  that  the  Scythian  women  are  not  like  those  that  Herodotus  mentions,  merely  colourful  possessions  in  the  Retinue  of  the  Scythian  noble  or  warrior  and  seemingly  supporting  said  notion  however  Rolle  (1989:86-87)  supports  a  different  idea,  the  idea  of  women  having  much  to  do  and  not  just  ‘women’s  tasks’  as  Herodotus  states.  Rolle  talks  of  the  job  given  to  the  women  when  the  men  were  off  to  war  or  other  such  things  to  tend  the  pastureland  and  to  protect  it  from  raids,  meaning  they  would  be  skilled  in  their  ability  to  defend  themselves  and  Rolle  goes  on  further  to  state  that  although  these  stories  of  armed  and  skilled  female  warriors  has  been  confined  to  legend,  Rolle  feels  it  is  still  a  valid  approach  to  see  the  women,  not  necessarily  as  equals  to  the  men  or  as  the  top  of  a  matriarchal  pyramid,  but  as  women  who  would  take  on  the  jobs  of  men  successfully,  a  thought  that  the  Greek  historians  may  have  found  to  be  morally  wrong  or  inconceivable  (Rolle  1989:87).
Rolle’s  comment  on  the  burial  site  at  Rayon  Vasilevka  (1989:88)  shows  us  that  women  even  wore  armour  and  from  the  wounds  seen  on  the  skeletons  of  these  women  it  shows  us  that  they  were  truly  fighters.  In  the  area  of  Sauromatia,  a  tribe  associated  with  being  created  by  ‘Amazons’  gives  us  many  female  warrior  grave  sites  however  Rolle  (1989:89)  points  out  that  along  the  western  border  of  the  Scythians  you  find  not  the  primary  weapon  of  the  female  warriors  from  Sauromatia,  the  bow  and  arrow,  as  well  as  cavalry  spears  and  standard  spears,  potentially  sling  stones  and  swords.  Rolle  (1989:89-90)  uses  the  burial  of  these  variety  of  weapons  shows  not  just  learning  to  fight  for  self  defence  but  also  a  multi-weaponry  skill  basis  that  these  women  must  have  achieved.
Ancient  Sources:
Herodotus.  The  Histories.  Book  4
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