Presentation Notes

Slide 1


Introduce myself - during my seminar today I will discuss:

· explore the key historical milestones in the development of youth work. 
· youth work in the 1960s - discuss how the events in this decade impacted upon young people, their lives, their communities and on youth work practice


Slide 2 - Historical Milestones of Youth Work

The history of youth work began as:

· church and chapel Sunday schools started to form - offering many activities e.g., day trips and team sports during the end of the 18th century
· Ragged schools - established in the 19th century, was also seen as one of the first forms of youth work
· the schools were run by volunteers, took place in settings such as -stables and run-down houses and were focused on children and young people suffering from poverty
· the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) was found in 1844 - a very important development in youth work as they opened the first youth organisation
· by the 1850’s - many youth institutes and clubs were created which was an important milestone for youth work
· groups of young men meeting in local halls to talk, drink hot drinks and play games
· numerous girls’ clubs were created from 1880 onwards - youth work became more familiar throughout Britain


Slide 3 - Historical Milestones of Youth Work

· end of the 1920s, the term continued to grow - first book about youth work was published which was called ‘Methods in Youth Work’ (Walkey et al, 1931)
· second World War - growing worry about young people as the government released the document, ‘Circular 1486’ to manage the rising problems during wartime
· publication of the Albemarle Report in 1960 - known as a historical turning point for youth work - it provided opportunities for youth work to expand by increasing funding and providing the correct training
· 1980s and 1990s - organisations such as schools, criminal justice and social work were viewed to be more essential to receive state funding
· youth work struggled as state funding was crucial in order for them to operate successfully
· following years showed notable developments in youth work as ‘Churches had become the largest employer of youth workers in the country’ (Smith, 2013)
· new millennium - in 2014, the National Youth Work Strategy for Wales was introduced. 
· strategy included 4 outcomes - to ensure it was successfully implemented 
· their aim was to ‘strengthen the value and status of youth work as a service and a profession’ (WG, 2014, p.2).


Slide 4 - Youth Work in the 1960s

Next, I will focus on youth work in the 1960s and discuss: 

· how the events in this decade impacted upon young people, their lives, their communities and on youth work practice

I will be discussing:

· the Albemarle Report
· the years following the Albemarle Report 
· the history of the National Youth Agency


Slide 5 - The Albemarle Report

· The Albemarle Report was introduced to parliament in February 1960 -  ‘provided youth work in England and Wales with a very influential rationale and framework – and was a key element in substantially increasing funding for youth work’ (Smith and Doyle, 2002).
· numerous reasons as to why the committee had to review the Youth service before introducing the report
· some of these reasons included: increase in adolescent and teenage crime and the discovery of ‘teenage culture’
· there was significant growth in the number of young people as a result of the World War 2 baby boom 
· the National Service came to an end - more young people would be at home. 
· the report impacted youth work practice:  workers became more confident within their work, more resources were available, more debates about theory and practice emerged
· one of the aims of the report was to offer ‘young people in their leisure time opportunities of various kinds, complementary to those of home, formal education and work, to discover and develop their personal resources of body, mind and spirit’ (Ministry of Education 1960: 36)
· positive impact on young people’s lives: the importance of individualistic education was highlighted - allowed young people to develop as individuals and reach their educational aspirations.
· the 3 highlighted recommendations by the committee largely effected young people’s lives and youth work practice
· 1st -  ‘an expansion in the numbers of, and training for, professional leaders’ - put in place to prepare for the growth of young people during the start of the 1960s
· This introduced a training programme - ensured workers received the correct training
· 2nd - ‘the creation of a development programme for the Youth Service’ - This effected youth work practice as the committee stated the importance of planning and development
· 3rd - ‘the establishment of a generous and imaginative building and funding programme’ - This offered many opportunities for the Youth Service to grow and develop as funding helped to improve facilities for young people


Slide 6 - The years following the Albemarle Report

· One of the key developments - the large increase of full-time workers, as the number ‘more than doubled in the ten years that followed publication of the report’ (Smith and Doyle, 2002)
· This influenced youth work practice - it became a more well-known profession and led to half of these workers to receive training at the ‘National College for the Training of Youth Leaders’ - an emergency college established as a result of the report
· numerous writers started to look further into the report - many saw the report as a radical change in the traditions of youth work
· Bernard Davies stated - ‘the Albemarle Report represented considerable continuity with the youth service’s past’ (Smith and Doyle, 2002)
· the report refers to former youth work traditions such as: boys and girls club work, Powell’s vision of Scouting and some of Brew’s books (Smith and Doyle, 2002)
· the report barely mentioned - the idea of encouraging young people with similar interests to work together as a group to form shared outcomes
· communities were concerned - report seemed to focus on the ‘individual development of young people’ rather than ‘broader, communal change’ (Smith and Doyle, 2002)
· the report was perceived as a modern and ‘influential portrait’ of youth work at the time (Smith and Doyle, 2002)


Slide 7 - National Youth Agency (1964)

· The National Youth Agency was found in 1964 and operated as an ‘information center for youth services at the National College for the Training of Youth Leaders in Leicester’ (NYA, 2001)
· In 1991 - the organisation became the National Youth Agency and their role was to provide ‘information for youth practitioners and young people’ (NYA, 2001)
· Today - it is a ‘modern and effective youth charity’ (NYA, 2001)
· The establishment of the organisation influenced youth workers during the 1960s - it was originally formed to allow youth workers to receive further training as a result of the Albemarle Report








