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INTRODUCTION
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is one of the positive impacts of the information technology to the educational system because it expanded the classroom beyond the walls of the school and made learning more flexible in order to suit the needs and schedules of students and lecturers. The VLE was defined as a web based software system designed to facilitate learning and teaching with the use of tools and activities in which students could be able to set a task to complete in class or at their own pace, time and location (Barker & Gossman, 2013). This was supported by (Mosquera, 2017) that explained that VLEs are virtual classroom spaces designed for teachers and students to share and present resources and activities while interacting with each other like they normally do in real life. This means that VLE is an educational tool that is powered by the internet in which students could access to prepared lessons by their lecturers which could be learnt in their own time and pace. Impact of VLE on the students’ learning experience was explored by (Godwin-Jones, 2012) by stating that VLEs are unlikely to be very attractive or stimulating to students because they are far removed from the vibrant, ever changing online world in which the students are fully engaged. The impact was contradicted by the lecturers and tutors who stated that VLE might be useful to the student’s learning but it does not support their teaching activities (Ana et al., 2012). 
This work would seek to investigate the extent at which the Virtual learning Environment impacts on the students’ experience. The mixed research methodology would be used during the work to analyze the qualitative and quantitative data that would be retrieve from the questionnaires and published articles. Recommendations would be made in order to provide research opinions to the university in ways the VLE could be used to improve the learning experience of the students.
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The research design that would be used is the narrative research design for the investigation of the impact of virtual learning environment on the students’ experience. The narrative design was implemented for this research because it would ensure that the research could analyze the experience of the students in a detailed fashion. The narrative design was described as the design that is used to tell a story about a phenomenon (Creswell & Creswell, 2017) and it is main research design that is used by academics especially in exploring the experience of educators and students (Ana et al., 2012). 
The researcher would make use of questionnaires that are generated from the research topic and the questions would be critical in order to ascertain the right response that would be helpful for the research. The questionnaire is the primary source of data and this data would be compared with the data gotten from the published articles and materials which are the secondary data sources. Due to the presence of both quantitative and qualitative data, the mixed methodology was implemented in order to properly analyze the available data to derive the information that would provide the best answer for the main question. 
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OBJECTIVES
The main objective of this research was investigate and report the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus using primary research conducted using questionnaires and published articles on the subject matter.
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Research methodologies provides the structure for the research because it defines and evaluates the methods, broadens the limitations and resources, justify some reactions and relates the findings to explored and published knowledge of the research (Igwenaru, 2016). In most cases, methodologies are seen as the pillars that hold the hypotheses developed by the researcher in place as he endeavors to find the main truth. The methodology enables the researcher to compare the findings by critically analyzing the data available from the primary and secondary sources. The data used for the research determines the type of methodology because qualitative methodology cannot be used to analyze questionnaires; therefore this is the reason why this research utilizes the mixed methodology in order to effectively analyze the qualitative and quantitative data types available. The primary data source is the questionnaire that would be comprised of 20 participants who response to the 10 questions would be analyzed. The secondary data would be gotten from 2 different articles that were published based on the impact of VLE on students’ learning experience. The articles would be analyzed using qualitative data analysis and they would be used to compare the findings from the primary data source. 
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	Survey question
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	Accessing the Moodle was easy for me
	12
	5
	0
	3
	1

	The moodle was more difficult to navigate than I would prefer
	10
	6
	1
	2
	1

	The moodle provided quality training while learning
	17
	2
	0
	1
	0

	The collaborative assignments kept me focused
	13
	5
	0
	1
	1

	The platform enabled me to successfully complete lessons
	9
	8
	0
	2
	1

	The moodle improved my confidence through the organization of contents and research materials
	9
	7
	2
	1
	1

	The moodle made learning to be more efficient than realtime learning
	5
	10
	1
	4
	0

	Finding course materials in the Moodle was easy
	4
	6
	5
	3
	2

	I believe that I have control of my learning process using the Moodle
	5
	9
	3
	2
	1


Table 1: Questionnaire Response


Figure 1: Accessibility of the Moodle


Figure 2: VLE Improves Learning Efficiency
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Figure 3: Platform Assisted in Completing Lessons Successfully


Figure 4: Control over Learning Process
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Figure 5: Personal Control of my Learning Process

From the figures above and in the appendix, the findings clearly show that there is a positive impact of the Virtual Learning Environment on the students’ learning experience in the University. The students find the Moodle to be very resourceful in their learning experience because they could easily access the essential documents and lessons which were interactive and exciting. The main component of the Moodle that ensured the students could remained focused is because they could control the learning process as seen in fig. 5 which showed 47% and 26% both agreed and strongly agreed about the question on control. Students remain interested in learning if they are able to control the narrative thereby accessing and studying materials at their own pace and time. Therefore with this control, the students are able to improve their efficiency in learning.
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SECONDARY DATA ANALYSIS
The research carried out by (Barker & Gossman, 2013) showed that the use of VLE encourages independent learning with the opportunity to learn informally. The research confirmed the hypothesis of this work by reporting a 53% of the respondents of the survey giving a positive response to the impact of the VLE. The researcher found out that the success of the VLE is highly dependent on addressing the pedagogic issues that are comprised with effective learning and the quality of the course design. Basically the researcher insisted that the impact of the VLE would be beneficial and effectual to the learning experience of the student if they are given control and responsibilities of the learning process. 
The findings of (Anekwe, 2017) on the impacts of Virtual Classroom learning on Students of Nigerian Federal and State Universities showed that students indicated that the virtual classrooms were advantageous to their learning experience. This virtual environment enabled the students and lecturers to be more interactive and collaborate in teaching procedures that were more at the speed of the students. The writer indicated that time was an essential factor for the success of the use of VLE because the course schedules were not developed at the essential time. The findings in the work supported my research because the participants responded in a positive manner towards the implementation of the VLE to their learning experience and recommendation for consistent update in order to maintain the attention of the student and making it more interactive. 
The implementation of the VLE into every sector of the educational system has been beneficial especially with the current growth of the social platforms in which communication and social connections are easier and viable. The Moodle creates an environment that is similar to the social networks most of the students spend their time interacting and socializing with their friends and colleagues. Therefore it is important that the Moodle is continuously made interactive and mimics the social platforms in order to remain attractive to the students. Also the economic impact should be considered because VLE enables students to spend lesser amount of their finance for education. The Virtual learning environment has made it possible for students in different location from the learning institution to partake in classes without the need of traveling. The institution is able to reallocate resources that would have been used for building and expansion of the university block into other essential and important educational aspects such as research and updated versions of the Moodle.   
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The impact of the VLE on the students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus have being beneficial to the general education system because it enabled students to control the amount of information they consumed and accustomed their learning process to their own speed. The materials were made available by the lecturers on the Moodle and the students at their preferred time in order to digest the information. The Moodle gives the students control and power over their learning process; thereby it instills confidence and focus. There have been a general improvement in the learning experience of the students and this has impacted on their final results due to the flexibility and control over the learning process. 
The work would recommend that the Moodle should be made to be more attractive and interactive with colorful Graphical User Interface (GUI). Students indicated the need for the Moodle to be more compatible with the social media platforms in order to continue interaction with the colleagues while chatting. This is basically extending the classroom or lecture hall interaction and maintaining the social connection between the students in which they could create study groups. 
Also lecturers and tutors should be encouraged to see the benefits of the Moodle to their lecturers than seeing it as a replacement for their abilities. The VLE was created to assist the lecturers in their teachings; therefore it is important that they utilize the resource by learning how to improve their teachings using the platform and also facilitating the teachings of their courses. Acceptance of the impact of the VLE on the students’ learning experience would be beneficial to the education of the students and would improve the impact of the knowledge from the lecturers; therefore it is imperative that the lecturers be trained and educated in the ways to make their classes more interactive and sociable.
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APPENDIX


Figure 6: Moodle Difficult Navigation



Figure 7: Provision of Quality Training

Figure 8: Collaborative Assignments Kept Me Focused



Figure 9: Moodle Improved Confidence
Moodle Difficult Navigation	SA	A	N	D	SD	10	6	1	2	1	Provision of Quality Training 	SA	A	N	D	SD	17	2	0	1	0	Collaborative Assignments Kept me Focused
Colloborative Assignments Kept me Focused	SA	A	N	D	SD	13	5	0	1	1	Moodle Improved Confidence	SA	A	N	D	SD	9	7	2	1	1	Accessibility of the Moodle	SA	A	N	D	SD	12	5	0	3	1	VLE Improves Learning efficiency	SA	A	N	D	SD	5	10	0	4	Platform assisted in completing Lessons sucessfully 	SA	A	N	D	SD	9	8	0	2	1	Control over Learning process	SA	A	N	D	SD	5	9	3	2	1	Personal Control of my Learning Process	SA	A	N	D	SD	5	9	3	2	