The Event Experience
Assignment 1 

Events cover a wide range of diversity and are in our everyday life. Some examples of different types of events include firework displays, community fairs, sponsored walks, political conferences, medical conventions, weddings, parades, sporting events, agricultural shows, historical shows, historical tours and trade exhibitions. The typology of events shows two main ways in which events may be categorised, size, form and content. These categories help us understand the subject area and give vocabulary. 

Events and festivals have always been around without us realising, an event can be something as small as birthday or wedding anniversaries to a global event such as the Olympics. We use events as benchmarks for our lives. For example, we celebrate our birthdays, deaths and anniversaries by coming together and being with your family and friends. Over the year’s birthday celebrations have evolved and become a bigger celebration and more demanding than they once were. For instance, big milestone birthdays such as 16th,18th, 21st, 50th are celebrated usually with a large event including more people and expensive gifts. Each of these birthdays brings new experiences into your life as you become legal to do new things. For example, at 17 you can start learning to drive; at the age of 18 in the UK you can legally buy an alcoholic drink; At the age of 21, you can drive in the US. We also celebrate anniversaries with events. For instance, when hitting a milestone in your marriage like 50 years, this is celebrated with a large event usually with food, friends and family. We do this to show and appreciate how long two people have been together and to celebrate the happiness in their marriage. There are also well know evets that are celebrated globally around the seasonal changes, these include celebrating Christmas, new year and easter. In America, they also celebrate thanksgiving which is not celebrated in the UK. Christmas is a largely celebrated event around the world, although at the beginning of the 19th century Christmas was hardly celebrated. However, by the end of this century, it was the biggest annual celebration. Christmas gets bigger and bigger every year bringing families and communities together. A Victorian Christmas influenced; decorations, Christmas tree, crackers, mince pies, turkey, carol singing and Christmas cards, all in which we still use today. We also celebrate easter as a large event which has evolved from when we first started celebrating in the earlier years. Children in schools celebrate by making hats and bonnets with eggs and rabbits to symbolise the celebration. Another event that we celebrate is saint days, as holy days this is acknowledging a holy person and regarded in Christian faith as being in heaven after death. It is clear that the origins of festivals and events have some common anthropological features in society, these include culture, heritage, music, arts, sport and traditionalism. Events have ancient origins, ancient Egypt has evidence from over 5000 years ago, they had a wealth of festivals and events. Ancient Egyptian festivals were centred on a procession by land and river, they were celebrated on specific days or series of days in the year. Furthermore, the ancient Greeks treated festivals as an important part of life. Festivals were a central part of worshipping the gods. A sacrifice and a procession where usually included int his. Music, poetry, drama and also athletics were part of the various competition that was included in the festivals. Ano0ther historic events are the world’s fair in 1851, in London, Crystal Palace a purpose-built venue for an event where countries could showcase their achievements, this was a celebration of modernity and innovation. World’s fair has also continued and it is now referred to as the world Expo. 

The running of events has evolved over the years with the industry getting bigger each year, the most important aspect for events in the current era is for the running of the event to be hassle-free and convenient for costumers. Most major, the hallmark and mega-events will use more technology to make the process for costumer’s smoother. For example, the event might have e-tickets to make check inns easier and quicker and save on paper. This also provides better security, and someone cannot pick up your ticket and use it as it is usually linked to your email or address. When events first started this would not have been possible as the technology would not have been invented and you would have to either pay at the gate or get a postal paper ticket making the process longer and more time-consuming. Moreover, the running of events has also become stricter in the current era with more security and crowd management involved. In the early years of events, there may have only been a small number of security guards present if any and very little crowd management. In current times ambulances, first aid, security and other members of the forces are required to be in attendance if the vent is over a certain number. This shows that events have become safer and better managed since the more historic times. 

Events can be categorised in a few different ways, the two main ways in which events may be categorised is in size and form and content. When an event is categorized by size there are a few different things taken into consideration. The four different categories include local or community events, Major events, hallmark events and mega-events. When categorizing an event, the scale of impact is taken into consideration. This means how much of an impact the event will make on the area. The factors include attendance, media, profile, costs and benefits. For instance, a local event may be an event within your local community like a bake sale in the village or a school Christmas concert, this would-be low scale with small numbers of people and no security or management needed. A major event is expected to attract more than 200 people. This could include concerts, dance parties and large exhibitions. A hallmark event is a major fair, expositions, cultural and sporting events of international status, an example of a hallmark event would be Wimbledon. A mega event has an international market and is organised by special authority, this would be the Olympic games, the football world cup and the super bowl. An event can also be categorized by form, these include, a personal event, cultural events, leisure and organisational – business events. Firstly, a personal event is a low-key private event which may include weddings, birthdays and anniversaries. Secondly, the cultural events, which may include ceremonial, sacred, heritage, art, folklore, fairs and festivals. Moreover, a leisure event could cover sporting events and recreation events. Finally, the organisational – business events include MICE (meeting, incentives, conventions and exhibitions). 

In the events industry, there are three different sectors, these are the private, public and voluntary sectors. The private sector is for-profit, some examples of these are companies, corporations and hotels and resorts. Examples of the public sector include government and agencies. Lastly, the voluntary sector, which is a non-profit, these include charities, community-based events and societies. Within the private sector (for-profit) there are many event generators which generate specific events to profit themselves. For instance, companies and corporate organisations generate events such as corporate hospitality, product launches and promotions. These all bring in a lot of profit for the sector. Furthermore, the media also generates profit events such as media promotions to include concerts, fun runs and appeals.  Moreover, gaming and racing also being in a lot of profit for the market, they generate race days, meeting and carnivals to profit the sector. Alternatively, the voluntary sector (not for profit) also generates lots of events. Although these events are not for financial profit for their sector, these events can do just as much good for communities, clubs and charities which need the funding. For instance, clubs and societies regularly generate events such as running events, triathlons and rowing. Charities also put-on events such as charity events and fundraisers, these could be large scale events of small scale depending on the size of the charity and amount of people that will take part. When comparing these sectors into a music event for example the different people and organisations needed for the event go into the different categories. For example, a music event like Glastonbury you would have lots of food and drink caterers for the hospitality of the event, these vendors would come under the private sectors.
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