Self-directed learning activity BMDS7003-01
Clinical decision support (CDS) benefits and risks

1. Reading
Sutton et al., 2020 (on Moodle).

2. Questions for reflection and task
· How do you distinguish a “knowledge-based” CDS from a “non-knowledge-based” CDS?
· Have you encountered any “non-knowledge-based” CDS, or can you suggest any applications where it might be feasible?
· From Table 1 (noting that columns 1-2 are independent, e.g. “Alert fatigue” could apply to various intended benefits, not just patient safety):
· Which of the “Potential harms of CDSS” (column 2A in Table 1, expanded in the “Pitfalls of CDS” section of the paper) have you experienced or observed?
· Which of the “Functions and advantages of CDSS” (column 1 of Table 1, expanded in the section of the same name) have you experienced or observed?

3. Tasks
· List at least 10 different types of CDS.
· Select one existing decision support application that you know about and one potential future and create your own version of Table 1 from the paper, identifying expected benefits and potential pitfalls and how you would mitigate them.
· Use this to start working on the coursework essay.
· Consider recent uses of AI in clinical decision support appearing in the literature.


