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Policing by consent
 Policing is an essential function of any government as it is the role of the government to maintain law and order. Policing is crucial in protecting citizens from crime and creating safe societies. One of the most important aspects of policing is the principle of policing by consent. Policing by consent is a law enforcement principle based on the need for police to work with the public to maintain order in society. This principle emphasizes the need for the influence of the people in policing. It believes that police are more effective in conducting their duties when they work at the consent of the members of the public. For the success of policing by consent, the police must build rapport with the people they serve by gaining their trust and respect. When the public feels that police are there to serve and protect them, they are more likely to cooperate with officers and provide information that can help solve crimes. Policing by consent of the public is, therefore, an important aspect. This paper examines the concept of policing by consent, its importance, and its impact on modern-day police service.

Policing by consent involves the police basing their power on having support from the public rather than using coercion to maintain order. This principle has its origin in the United Kingdom. It is derived from the Peelian Principles, coined by Robert Peel, the founder of the Metropolitan Police in 1829. These policies summarized police ethics while in practice. They were supposed to prevent crime rather than arrest criminals and protect and respect the public to earn their trust. They were only to use force as the last option when the other methods of preventing crime failed (Hamourtziadou et al. 2021, pp. 9-22). Policing by consent was then formalized in the Police Act of 1964. Policing in the United Kingdom and countries globally use this policy to perform their duties. Policing by consent is an important practice in police service. 

First, policing by consent helps create a good rapport between the police and the public. When the police conduct their activities in a way that is acceptable to society rather than using force, the public trusts them. They use persuasion to prevent criminal activities by encouraging members of the public to follow the stipulated laws to create a just society. Force is only used when peaceful methods of maintaining peace are futile. They build a good rapport with the community they serve by employing peaceful techniques in their operations. Policing by consent succeeds when the members of the public are aware of the rules and are willing to follow them. By building good relationships with the people, the police win their trust. Therefore, the members of the public cooperate with the police and support their operations. They support them by disclosing criminals and informing them of incoming attacks (Bolger & Walters 2019, pp.93-99.). This helps increase the effectiveness of police operations.

Second, policing by consent helps ensure transparency in police operations. Policing by consent requires the police to be open and answerable to the public. The police must clearly disclose their policies and procedures to the public. They must also be willing to answer questions from the public and other stakeholders about their work. They should also be able to justify any actions they are confronted with. In addition, they must ensure that their actions are visible to the public so that the public can see that they are doing their job as required. This makes the police more cautious in how they conduct their operations. Policing by consent forbids police use of coercive power. The police, therefore, are bound by the law to be peaceful in their duties. This helps promote respect for human rights. This is because, with transparency, the police no longer conduct unnecessary shootings, beating, and insults to the members of the public. With this, the oppression of citizens is minimized.

In addition, policing by consent promotes police responsiveness to the needs of the members of the public. This is because policing by consent involves a close relationship between the police and the public. Members of the public, therefore, freely raise their concerns to the police on areas that should be stressed (Herrington & Schafer 2018, pp. 423-442). Citizens also correct police misconduct and give suggestions on what they should improve. The police also consult with the public on their needs and consider their views when making decisions. This is usually done through physical meetings and on social media platforms. This helps ensure that citizens are protected and that their needs are well taken care of.

Finally, policing by consent helps promote police legitimacy. This is because it is one of the requirements of Peelian Principles. Police legitimacy is the belief that the police are a legitimate authority and that their actions are justifiable. This belief is grounded in the notion that the police are responsible for safeguarding order and keeping the citizens safe. It is also based on the idea that the police are accountable to the community and should abide by the rule of law. Police legitimacy is also based on using force when other means of maintaining order fail. Policing by consent promotes police legitimacy by ensuring that the public trusts the police and the relationship between the two is friendly. This leads to the public cooperating with the police and supporting them by disclosing helpful information and supporting their initiatives. Policing by consent also results in the police responding to the needs of society. The police consult the members of the community on issues that should be addressed. These make police activities more legitimate.

Policing by consent has impacted modern-day police service. Initially, the police used force and power in their operations, but today, in most countries, they operate based on the consent of citizens. Police conduct has also changed dramatically due to the institution of the policing by consent principle. The police work closely with the public in performing their duties.

First, policing by consent has promoted consultation by the police with the public. Initially, the police performed their duties as stipulated by the law, often misinterpreting it. There was great animosity between police officers and citizens. The police were brutal and often feared by the members of the public (Coster, 2022, pp.17-18). Policing by consent helped ease the tension by encouraging the police to seek the public's views when making significant decisions (Cordner, 2019, pp.612-632). The police consult members of society on what should be done to them and how. This has promoted the provision of better police services. Consultations have made the police earn public trust. Members of the public are free to share any information they feel is necessary to the police. They disclose information about criminals and rumors about planned attacks. They do this physically and through social media platforms. This has made police operations more manageable and effective.

Second, policing by consent has impacted modern police service by encouraging legitimacy. Durkheim discusses the theory of police legitimacy and postulates that proper policing should be based on morality. He opposes Weber's perspective of the use of coercive power by the police. Durkheim believes the police are only legitimate if the public agrees with their actions and believes they are acting in the community's best interests. Policing by consent emphasizes police legitimacy, which involves the police working for the good of society (Shannon 2022, pp. 29-50). The modern-day police have adopted this principle. They are answerable to the public as they are now viewed as public servants, contrary to the earlier view that they were oppressors. The police are also concerned with the needs of society.

In addition, policing by consent has promoted transparency in police operations. Transparency involves being open and exposing everything. Police transparency involves being open and accountable to the public. It involves informing the public of laws and methods of their enforcement. They should also do everything openly. This has been incorporated into modern-day police services as the police work closely with the public. They inform the public of new laws and concerns through open meetings (Furrow, 2020, pp.587-592). This has promoted public trust in the police as most of what the police do is visible to them (Kochel &Skogan, 2021 pp.1046-1059). Police operations have therefore become more effective.

Moreover, policing by consent has promoted modern-day police respect for human rights. Policing by consent emphasizes the role of the police to protect citizens rather than oppress them. Initially, the police were associated with using force when conducting their operations. There were cases of unnecessary shootings and even beatings (Akinlabi 2020, pp.145-160). When chaos broke out, the police were also associated with criminal activities such as rape and theft. This greatly affected the public's trust in the police. However, with the introduction of policing by consent, the police became more disciplined and responsible in their work. This is because the members of the public can expose them, primarily through social media. They can report issues of police misconduct such as rape, brutality, and racism (Walsh & O'Connor, 2019, pp. 214-230). Presently, the police are seen as protectors rather than oppressors.
In conclusion, policing by consent has its origin in the 1829 Peelian Principles. The Peelian Principles were coined to promote work ethics among the police. These principles were based on the values of respect and protection of the public. They also emphasized the relevance of members of the public in maintaining order. Policing by consent is important because it promotes police legitimacy, transparency, and the public's involvement in policing and helps build relationships between the police and society. Policing by consent helps win public trust; hence they become willing to support the police in maintaining order. Policing by consent has impacted modern-day police service. The police have become more transparent and responsible in their duties. There has been cooperation between the police and members of the public due to trust and police responsiveness to societal needs. Policing by consent has proved effective in police operations and should, therefore, be embraced.
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