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Introduction 

The challenges families with special educational needs and disabled children encounter with their educations.

This essay aims to represent the challenges families with special needs and disabled children encounter with their education. For the purposes of this analysis, my discussion is based on young persons, children and families who required special educational needs and support due to disability.

The discussion will include they have a learning difficulty and/or a disability that means they need special health and educational support.

The risks that has been identified in the failure of the government to support families of children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities.  These include insufficient funding to help assist thousands of children to acquire a proper education, which will enable them to get the support they need to learn. As Robert long and Shadi Daneshi revealed that “In 2019, two Education Committee reports identified widespread problems in support for children and young people with special education needs and disabled (SEND). The Committee’s report on school funding described SEND funding as “completely inadequate.” It recommended increased funding and an assessment of the cost implications of local authorities’ duties to maintain EHC plan up to age 25.” 

According to (What is an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan? | Contact, 2020) “An EHC plan is a legal document that describes a child or young person's special educational, health and social care needs. It explains the extra help that will be given to meet those needs and how that help will support the child or young person to achieve what they want to in their life.” There has been a growing concern for special education needs and disability (SEND) parents due to government cut in SEND education. This includes leaving their paid job to take care of their children at home, SEND children missing out in school and the uncertainty it can bring on to their relationships. 

There has been speculations that government cuts in funding has to be been blamed for a shortfall in provision that is harming children and families’ health, as well as triggering the breakdown of parental relationships and forcing children to miss out on school or college.” 

Reason of case study
The reason for the case study was establish the following:
· The importance of children and young people with special needs and support available, (funding) for them in education and the support available for their families.
· Why lack of support keeps children and young people with special needs vulnerable.
· What families go through in order to get good education for children and young people with special needs.
· What the government did to support the families.
· What impact it had in the lives of families with children and young people with disability that affected their educational needs.

According to “The Independent” news Article (2020), “Nine in 10 parents of disabled children say they do not get the full support they need to care for them safely, in a study that revealed some carers had been driven to the brink of suicide.
Government cuts have been blamed for a shortfall in provision that is harming children and families’ health, as well as triggering the breakdown of parental relationships and forcing children to miss out on school or college.”

Case study
The case I studied relates to a story published by the BBC in April 2010, which highlighted the case of Mr Jonathan Bartley and his wheelchair bound son Samuel. Mr Bartley voiced his Opinion by confronting Mr David Cameron during an election trail over an alleged segregation of disabled children in the education system. This I know to be discrimination as regardless ones disability, equal opportunities should be paramount.  Young people with special needs should be given the opportunity to explore their talents and potential. They need the support to do so by their families and the government.

The BBC (2010) wrote,”Accompanied by his wheel-chair using son, Samuel, Jonathan Bartley told Mr Cameron of the two-year struggle he had faced to get the seven-year-old into his local school.
He voiced concerns about Tory plans to end the bias towards inclusion of children with special needs in mainstream schools.
But Mr Cameron insisted he was trying to make it easier for families to get what they wanted for their children.
Mr Bartley said a bias against inclusion was "the wrong way to go".
"You are not representing the needs of children in mainstream education. You want to segregate disabled children."
But Mr Cameron, whose disabled son Ivan died last year, said that as the parent of a disabled child himself, he was "passionate" about helping parents get the education that was right for them.
He said he would make it easier for parents to get what was right for their child, be it inclusion in mainstream schools or a special school education.
The Conservative manifesto states: "The most vulnerable children deserve the very highest quality of care, so we will call a moratorium on the ideologically-driven closure of special schools.
"We will end the bias towards the inclusion of children with special needs in mainstream schools."
Mr Bartley tackled the Tory leader after he had delivered a speech on what he called the "broken society"
He said: "You are saying you want to reverse the bias towards the inclusion of children in mainstream schools. At the moment there is a bias against inclusion, not a bias for it, as your manifesto says."
"You talk about a broken society; it nearly broke up our family getting our son into school."
Mr Bartley had battled to get his son into St Leonard's Church of England School in Streatham. He added: "His two sisters go there, it's our local school, we have had to struggle for two years and in the end the secretary of state had to intervene. There is a bias against inclusion, and you are saying there's a bias for it."


Key issues raised in the case study includes the following:

· The lack of a formal and systematic way to raise a concern regarding the welfare of your child with special needs. There should have been a process whereby carer would find a process in order to gain support, advice and or recommendations to help support them. Mr Bartley had to take drastic measures to comnront Mr Cameron during his campaign trail to become prime minister to get his voice heard.

· The media also a part to make it a high-profile case, therefore drawing the attention of families in similar situations. Mr Bartley had to protest by taking his son Steven in his wheelchair in order to gain attention of the media and Mr Cameron.

· The concerns raised was about the challenge of the Conservative Party to end segregation between mainstream schools and people with special needs.
 
· The argument of bias and Political Party propaganda by promising families the ease to get easy access of support for their children with special needs.

· An empathetic view of his own son who died of disability.

Authorities involved
Mr Bartley decided to take a stance and protest in order to be heard. Although there were not many changes made at the time, there has been the awareness that children and young people with disability require support in their educational needs.  Their vulnerability extends to the families and carers. The media played a major part in showing his concerns. Him and hid disabled son confronted Mr Cameron twice during his campaign trail. 

The following authorities could have been involved:
· Social services could have intervened to offer support for the family by way of offering a social worker for both moral and advisory support.
· The education system could have found a proactive way of making changes, such as training and healthcare facilities in mainstream schools to suit the needs of people with special need.
· The local council should have recognised the vulnerability of the family and offer support before he confronted Mr Cameron.
· The member of paliament in streatham could have given support.

Recommendations and legislative changes 
Although there are no physical evidence, children and young people with special educational needs get support from local authorities.
Familes get support by way of financial help, such as subsidies in household bills. Mobility and car hire schemes have also been introduced to support families.

Various training for carers is being introduced in schools to help support the education of the vulnerable and their families.

Conclusion 
Millere (2015) wrote an article, “Quality of life characterises the conditions of human existence, the level of satisfaction of needs. Children with disability restrict ability of the families to meet their needs. Parents of these children quite often are limited in their employment and education opportunities, and their resources, they meet with restrictions in all areas if life. Such a situation has developed not only because of the socio-economic situation in the country, but also due to the lack of interest and inadequate support.”

The above article shows that the lack of support for families with special needs children and young people in their education is global. The government has a major and ultimate role to play in ensuring that all its citizens regardless of their age, learning abilities, race, immigration status and fundamentally their disability amongst others should NOT restrict them from having equal opportunities in education.  

The support in education being a growing challenge has led to various changes in the legislation in order to support families to cope with the additional responsibility to care for the needs of families with their disabled children.

Robertson (2002) wrote that, “The view that radical reforms outlined in Support and Aspiration, the SEND Green Paper published in 2011, will benefit the majority of children and young people experiencing difficulties in learning who are taught in mainstream schools is questioned. The article also reflects on whether or not SENCos will need to use their purportedly enhanced status to mitigate the effects of policies that could lead to the needs of some pupils being unmet, and others being marginalised through an expansion of separate forms of provision.”
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