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Exercise in dating records 

a) The modern date is Thursday 18 August 1384

Using Cheney’s Handbook of Dates I identified the 8th year of the reign of King Richard II as 22 June 1384 and 21 June 1385. Next using the list of Saints’ days and festivals I found the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is 15 August Therefore I am looking for the first Thursday after the 15 August 1384.  The regnal tables that I used to establish the 8th year of Richard’s reign tell me which Easter tables I now need to use to see the full calendar and I now know that 15 August 1384 fell on a Monday, so the Thursday after that is 18 August 1384.

b) The modern date is Saturday 23 July 1250

Using Handbook of British Chronology I first identified that Anian I was elected Bishop of St Asaph on 2 May 1249. Using Cheney’s Handbook of Dates I find that the Saint’s day for St Mary Magdalene is 22 July. Therefore the confirmation of the charters was on 23rd July.  The charters were confirmed in the first year of Anian’s pontificate, generally to be taken from the date of a Bishop’s consecration, in this case November 1249.[footnoteRef:1] Therefore the first feast of St Mary Magdalene referred to must be 22 July 1250 and therefore the date of the confirmation of the charters would be 23 July 1250.  Using the regnal tables for Henry III and the relevant Easter table 23 July 1250 was a Saturday.  [1:  C.R. Cheney, Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), p. 94.   ] 


c) The modern date is Thursday 25 February 1310/11

First I established which King Edward is being referred too.   Using Handbook of British Chronology I identified that John Ketton was elected Bishop of Ely on 2 March 1310 and was consecrated 6 September 1310 so I am looking for Edward II.  Taking the date of consecration for Ketton to be the start of the first year of his episcopate and using Cheney, I know that the 4th regnal year for Kind Edward II is 8 July 1310 – 7 July 1311.
Ash Wednesday falls in the period 1 Jan – 7 July so using the Easter tables in Cheney this tells me Ash Wednesday was 24 February and so the date I need is Thursday 25 February.  I use the year 1310/11 since 25 February falls in an overlap between the Medieval year, which starts on 25 March, and the Year of Grace which as for our modern year starts on 1 January.







d) 1120-1129

I have no handwriting so can only look to the witness list to narrow down the date. Earl Rannulf of Chester was my starting point and using the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography I established that the biographical details for Ranulph de Meshin matched those in this document and this meant that I was looking at a date where this Earl overlapped with a King Henry, in this case it was Henry I which gives me a date 1120-1129. The same article also mentions this charter and provided further confirmation I had identified the correct Ranulph and dates the charter to the early 1120’s
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