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1. Executive Summary:
                                       Virtual Learning Environment offers a major advantage, is reducing regional barriers and studying costs. The access to studies is becoming possible from anywhere in the world and almost at any time and allows its users to be flexible, therefore the use of online learning is becoming more and more used worldwide and includes all stages of education. The goal of the research is to analyze the influence Moodle has on student learning experience from student perspective, this research also tries find how student experience can be improved on Moodle. The research is based on students from University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis London Campus. The data collected shows that Moodle can be better adapted to students’ requirements to improve their learning abilities. 

2. Introduction:
            

                  Researching is important in every aspect of our life; the object the study is a report that describes the results of the study and how the study was carried out. 
              Writing a research report is telling a story with a clear starting point, plot and outcome.  The online learning environment is an important addition to student success it is challenging but important, offers fast access to information and a wider reach of academic resources. Online platforms are already incorporated in the educational system; therefore, it is important to understand how it does impact student learning experience. Virtual Learning Environment V.L.E provide many opportunities to explore new teaching and learning approaches, on Moodle students can access different formats of communication, written, spoken or visual and upload or download resources related to their studies.
                Students face many critical challenges when they use digital software to help them with their learning process. In addition, studies suggest that age, gender and IT experience will affect how technology is used (O'Sullivan, 2014). Moodle simplifies the learning process by grouping the resources and modules on the same platform and by providing ways to share information’s among students and teachers. V.L.E faces also many issues, design related factors, learning style mismatch, time conflicts with other commitments or the failure to motivate the student makes the use of V.L.E problematic (Greg, et al., 2003) .
                 

3. Literature review:
             
                             Online learning importance has increased in recent years, there are many studies who claim it can increase or deliver a better performance than traditional learning. The main objective of introducing V.L.E is to provide instructions that can produce equal or even better results than face to face learning systems (Saba, 2012). Apart the advantages that comes with using V.L.E it does also come with many disadvantages which reduces the impact on student performance and can be found factors which indirectly influence their performance in a negative way. Some studies suggest that there is no major difference between online learning and traditional learning (Russel, 1999), and some suggest that a mixt usage of traditional and virtual learning models combined produce an increased performance in student’s learning abilities (Novo-Corti, et al., 2013).
             Analyzing the previews studies, show contradictory results and leaves room for further research to be made, the data gathered can be misleading and unreliable (Hall, 2001).
           From the literature it can be concluded that there is room for more research to be made in order to find a complete answer on how Moodle influence the student ability to learn and his studies results.  

4. Primary Research:
              
                      Moodle is a popular online platform among universities, it is defined by grouping its functions in two different classes, resources and modules. Students and teachers interact on Moodle using modules, which allow students to upload assignments review lessons, attend to workshops, receive or give feedback, receive course related news and find resources for the studies. Resources on Moodle are created digitally and uploaded on the platform, they can be word documents, power point files, web pages video files or audio.
         Moodle, is an open source platform, and compared with other open source online learning platforms is one of the most adaptable and most user friendly which is important part of effective education (F.Kareal & Klema, 2006). Most distinctive feature between Traditional learning Environment and Virtual Learning Environment is that V.L.E is concentrating the responsibility of the learning process on the students and give them the ability to learn anywhere at any time. Using the technology gives birth to new academic practices and challenges the student to be more involved in his learning.
      

               

     4.1 Ethical Considerations:  
                                In research situations such as surveys, if the participants take part of the survey informed consent may be required. Even more, information’s about the conduct of the research it is shared with the participants as part of the guidelines for the survey and the persons involved must be capable of giving the consent (Connelly, 2014). 
               Informed consent is one of the means by which the right to autonomy of the research participants are protected and is the major ethical concern in conducting a research. Informed consent looks to protect the integrity and personal freedom and information’s of the individual. The research must contain an introduction to the study and its purpose and explain the way of selection of its subjects (Georgia Fouka, 2011). The right of privacy of the subject includes also the right to anonymity and confidentiality, the researcher is responsible to protect the privacy of the volunteers. 
               Ethical issue in research is extended now in the online environment, and as well as in offline context is concentrating on protecting the privacy of the subjects: informed consent, anonymity and confidentiality.
         
4.2 Methodology: 

                          The research was conducted in the base of a questioner survey distributed to 120 students in the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis London Campus. The questioner module has been shared across the campus among students to collect the necessary data for the study. The purpose of the research is to analyze the influence of Virtual learning Environment on student learning abilities.


          
                                          Moodle Environment Survey


1 Please Select your Age:                                     2 Please Select you Gender:

18 to 24                31 to 40                                       Male               Female    
 
25 to 30                40 and above 

      
            
            3 Your first contact with Moodle has been:           4 Your field of study is related to:    

University Campus             Friends                       Business             Health and Care                        
 

                         Other                                             It                         Other                            
                            

           5 How often you log on Moodle?             6 What kind of information’s you look on Moodle?               
            
               1 to 3 times per week                                Course resources            Timetable           
               4 to 10 times per week                              Library resource           E-mail to colleagues                
               More than 10 per week                                         

    
      

  7 Do you have experience in using Virtual Ambient?        8 Do you think Moodle can be improved:
                                                                             
                Yes                     No                                   By making it easier to navigate
                 A lot                 Not much                         By adding more studies related resources                 
                                                                                  Moodle offers all the information’s I need            

     9 Would you recommend Moodle to your Friends?    
 
                   Yes            No   
    10 I give my consent for the data collected to be used in academic studies:
                     
                            Yes                       No     





5. Results:
            
            The research had a 100% rate of response from the part of questioned students, with 60% of the students being females and 40% being males. From the results both genders find relatively easy to use Moodle and helpful to their studies but also consider that it can be improved by adding more studies related resources. The study also shows that students between age 18 and 30 are more confident in using the virtual academic space than students above 30 years old. A breakdown of the study it is shown on the statistic tables of the research below.

Table 1. Question 1 and Question 2
	                                                 Student gender

	Male                 48
	Female           72

	                                               Student Age Range

	18 to 24
	10
	20

	25 to 30
	25
	35

	31 to 40
	10
	10

	ABOVE 40
	3
	7



Table 2. Question 3
	                                                 First contact with Moodle 

	                                    Male 
	                       Female

	U. Campus
	48
	68

	Friends
	0
	4

	Other
	0
	0



Table 3. Question 4
	                                                Studies Related to: 

	                            Male
	                             Female

	Business
	32
	55

	Health & Care
	4
	15

	IT
	12
	2

	Other
	0
	0

	


Table 4. Question 5
 
	                                 How often do you log on Moodle Weekly

	                                 Male
	            Female

	1 to 3 times
	12
	35

	4 to 10
	30
	33

	More than 10     times
	6
	4


 
Table 5. Question 6
	                              What kind of information’s you look on Moodle

	                                   Male
	                       Female

	Course res.
	30
	45

	Timetable
	10
	20

	Library resource
	0
	2

	E-mail
	8
	5



Table 6. Question 7
	                             Do you have experience using Virtual Ambient         

	                                      Male
	                     Female

	Yes
	20
	45

	No
	2
	0

	A lot
	10
	7

	Not much
	16
	20



Table 7 Question 8
	                           How can Moodle be improved according to students

	                                      Male 
	                       Female

	Be easier to Navigate
	10
	32

	Adding more studies related resources
	20
	40

	Moodle offers all the 
Information’s I need 
	18
	0



Table 8 Question 9 
	                                Would you recommend Moodle to your Friends 

	                               Male 
	                         Female

	Yes
	48
	72

	No
	0
	0







5.1 Results Analysis:

          
                       From the analysis of the questioner tables overall, students are appreciating the use of Moodle and Virtual environment with great interest. Table 1 shows that 50% of the students are between 25 years and 30 years, 25% of the students are between 18 and 24 years old and 25 % are between 31 and above 40 years old. Age range of the students it is important to determine the predisposition of the student to use Virtual Environment. It is commonly considered that older generations relate less to the Virtual Environment than younger generations because the technology is rather new. Older generations appear to be less interested in technology and use less technology than younger generations, which influences the importance of the technology for older users (Michele Volkom, 2014).
                Table 2 and Table 3 of the study shows that in general students have made their first contact with Moodle environment after they joined the university campus and their studies being related predominantly to Business field of study, with only 28% of the students being involved in different fields of study. The study also points out that students use of Moodle on average extends to 1 to 10 times per week looking for information’s related to the timetables of the course and course available resources. As shown on Table 6 most of the students have already experience in using forms of Virtual Environment, proof that the technology use is already widespread and at personal level it is considered important.
             From the data collected students find useful the access on Moodle but on Table 7 it is revealed they also consider Moodle scan be improved, 35 % of the students believes Moodle can be made easier to navigate while 60% of them believe more courses related resources and information’s should be added. Only 5 % of the students interviewed consider they find all the information’s they need for the studies on Moodle. Last table of the research indicate that 100% of the students interviewed by the survey are willing to recommend Moodle to other students or their friends to guide them in their studies or to find useful information’s about the courses they study. 



5.2 Conclusion:
 
                              From the data collected Moodle offers relevant information’s about their studies but the students also believe that the environment can be better adapted to their requirements. Adding more course related data and making the application easier to run are 2 of the main points mentioned by the students. Most students use Moodle at a weekly base to find the information’s they need regarding their courses.
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7. Appendix:


Iulian Rotaru (1818626)

			           Moodle Survey


1. Please select your Age:


18 to 24                       34 to 40 


24 to 30                       above 40


           
2. Please select your Gender:


Male                       Female                  



3. Where did you heard about Moodle?


University                      Friends                        



Other 

4. Your studies are related to:

Business                       IT  



Heath and Care                      Other    

 
5. How often do you log in on Moodle every week?
    1 to 3 times                          3 to 6 times


    6 to 10 times                        More than 10 times 



6. How useful do you find Moodle on your studies?

Irrelevant                      slightly useful 



Very useful                    Not sure 



7. How easy is Moodle to access?

Very easy                        Easy 



Difficult                            Very difficult 



8. Do you find enough resource on Moodle for your studies?

  Yes                          No


  

  I would like more 

9. Do you think Moodle should be improved?

Yes                           No 



Not sure 


10. Would you recommend Moodle to your friends?



Yes                                   No 
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