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INTRODUCTION 
The hotel industry has slowly become a major problem for both public and private sector when it comes to threats relating to sustainability due to its rapid consumption of energy and water which are key natural resources along with the ever-increasing usage of consumable goods. It is very important for the hotel industry to devise and adopt measures to increase their commitment towards sustainability to lessen their adverse impact on the environment (Ho, and et.al., 2021). This report will highlight the various sustainability measures being adopted and practiced by Premier Inn along with a personal reflection and industry discussion in regard to the usefulness and importance of sustainability in the hotel industry.
MAIN BODY 

Premier Inn is the biggest hotel chain and brand in UK which comprises of more than 72000 rooms and more than 800 hotel locations and being the market leader of the UK hotel industry, it is very important for the company to lead the way in terms of adopting of sustainable measures and practices. I received a golden chance to have my placement with Premier Inn and I learned a lot about the drive, commitment and importance being showcased by the hotel brand towards being more sustainable. Upon first joining the company for my placement, it was thoroughly stated to us at the time of induction that being more sustainable and environmentally friendly is one of the major priorities for the company (Gerdt, Wagner and Schewe, 2019). One of the first instances in which I personally encountered the sustainable measures being adopted by the company was their initiative to cut the carbon footprint of their hotel chain operations to zero by 2040 (Whitbread announces Net Zero carbon target on Earth Day 10 years ahead of previous commitment, 2022). This move was first announced by the owner of the Premier Inn brand and the UK’s largest hospitality owner, Whitbread under its Force for Good sustainability programme. I saw the hotel undertake various steps to ensure that its 1* and 2* emissions get reduced to zero in the next 18 years which included the move to switch in pre-established hotels towards usage of green gas while using zero gas in modern and upcoming establishments (Our Earth Day commitment to cut our carbon emissions intensity by 50%, 2022). I also received special instructions from my manager and executive staff in charge for my placement to avoid unnecessary usage of electricity and inform the staff in case of excessive use of energy and gas in the hotel premises during my working hours. I personally think that reduction of carbon footprint is a major step forward by the hotel industry towards becoming more sustainable as carbon and its constituents end up harming the environment in a prominent manner and reducing the hotel chain’s dependency on fossil fuels and using renewable gases and energy can go a long way in controlling emission levels in UK (Dani, Tiwari and Negi, 2021).

Another major sustainability initiative that I noticed during my placement at Premier Inn was the new announcement made by Whitbread in which the company struck a major deal with the giant, ENGIE to introduce the largest private sector and hospitality industry centric rollout of electric energy induced charging points and stations. The main of Whitbread is to install up to a thousand GENIEPOINT network rapid charging points in all its hotel locations and stations which includes all the hotels of Premier Inn (Premier Inn is getting Plugged Inn, 2022). I noticed this change towards achieving more sustainability first-hand as during a stroll in the parking lot during my lunch break, I saw the electric car charging point which was installed at a dedicated slot in the parking area for electric vehicles to replenish their batteries. I was personally very excited about seeing this development during my placement as it was a new experience for me and gave the hotel and its parking lot quite a modern and futuristic feel and made me feel proud of my company taking active steps towards becoming more sustainable.

The hotel industry can benefit majorly in terms of becoming more environmentally friendly by adopting electrical charging and vehicle usage as access to fast charging points at hotel locations can lead to boost in sales and upkeep of electric cars. It has been noted in popular surveys and through market trends that one of the major reasons that vehicles which run on traditional fuels are still more popular than electric cars is due to the maintenance of the cars along with long and frequent battery charging requirements. By proving fast charging points to owners of electric vehicles at various hotel parking’s and stations, Premier Inn and the hotel industry can attract owners of electric vehicles and promote much better sustainability and carbon neutrality in the long run. 
CONCLUSION 

The above journal went into detail regarding the sustainability initiative and practices which are being undertake in the hotel industry of UK and the overall need for sustainability in the hotel sector. The report discussed initiatives and practices related to cutting down carbon emissions to achieve carbon neutrality along with installations of electric charging fast points in hotel parking lots to promote use and maintenance of electric vehicles which emit much less pollution than traditional ones. It was concluded from this journal that to become environmentally friendly and sustainable in the long run, the hotel industry needs to incorporate sustainable and modern methods of pollution and carbon cutting in its operational working. 
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