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1. Chapter 1- Introduction

The History of Capital Punishment
It has been 60 years since the abolition of Capital Punishment in the United Kingdom is it time for this to be reconsidered and reintroduced back into the criminal justice system?
Capital punishment also known as ‘The Death Penalty’ by many has been a controversial form of punishment for offenders for thousands of years. Going back to the start capital punishment has existed globally for centuries and the form of punishments and what crimes resulted in death has changed over years. Back in the 10th century in Britain hanging was the most frequent method of punishment and in the reign of Henry VII which was between 1457-1509 its estimated over 72,000 people received the death penalty (Bridges, 2022).  Going forward to the 18th Century where in order to control crime due to not having a professional police force in those times the ‘Bloody Code’ was created to threaten people to prevent them from committing crimes (Bridges, 2022). It is said between the 1600s to 1800s the number of crimes punishable by the death penalty increased from 50 to over 220 (Walliss, 2014). During this time punishment was mainly from public executions of hanging for numerous crimes from petty crimes such as theft, property crimes, murder, treason. 
The Bloody Code came to an end in the nineteenth century due to the Reform Act (1832) where Parliament allowed independent MPs who advocated to put an end to the Bloody Code, and this is when prisons and a professional police force began coming into force (Seal, 2008). We see changes being made to end the ‘Bloody Code’ by the home Secretary at the time Sir Robert Peel who believed strongly in reforming the criminal justice system and prisons. Leading up to the Reform Act (1832) Sir Robert Peel initiated the Gaols Act (1823) this act meant that the government had to impose certain standards in prisons this helped reform prisons and conditions of the prisons. A few years later the first centralised policing system was created by Sir Robert Peel which started in London and became known as the Metropolitan Police in 1829 (Lambert, 2024). Sir Robert Peel fought strongly for the Reform Act (1832) as he believed that criminals deserve an opportunity to reform themselves instead of receiving death as punishment and because of his efforts he reduced the number of crimes punishable by death by 100 (UK Government, 2024b). By 1861 only five offences became punishable by death and those were murder, treason, espionage, piracy with violence and arson in royal dockyards and these were carried out inside prisons rather than a public execution (Bridges, 2022).  Going forward a few years The Children and Young Persons Act (1933) prohibited the use of capital punishment for anyone under the age of 18 before this it was for under 16 years old. 
Eventually in the United Kingdom capital punishment came to an end under the Murder (Abolition of Death Penalty) Act (1965) this act abolished capital punishment for all cases in the United Kingdom ‘No person shall suffer death for murder, and a person convicted of murder shall be sentenced to imprisonment for life’. However, this act did not formally pass for all offences until 1998 as between 1965-1998 murder was the only offence still allowed to receive the death penalty as punishment (Brown, 2015). The introduction of the Homicide Act (1957) meant a specific criterion would have to be met in order for the offender to receive the death penalty as punishment meaning the number of executions began declining over the years. The last execution that took place in the UK was on August 13th, 1965, of two men Gwynne Evans and Peter Allen. Both were found guilty of the murder of John West and were sentenced to death penalty through the form of hanging (BBC News, 2014). In 1998 we see the Human Rights Act (1998) being made which formally abolished the death penalty as seen in Article 1 ‘right to life’ this article states how everyone’s life is protected by law and in no circumstances can a person receive a sentence of execution regardless of the crimes committed. 
As we stand today currently in the UK there is a prison overpopulation crisis and crime are increasing. As of October 2024, the UK Government (2024a) statistics show there are around 100,000 prisoners in the UK which includes Scotland and Northern Ireland with over 87,000 being in England and Wales. Due to the overcrowding in prisons the UK Government has had to do an emergency release plan where so far over 2,800 prisoners serving five years or more have been released early to free up space in prisons across England and Wales (BBC News, 2024). This shows the current struggle within the UK with crime rising, overpopulation and prisons figures being the at its highest level. Due to this would reintroducing capital punishment be beneficial to help with this matter? 
Capital Punishment has a long history going back centuries with constant changes of legalisations throughout the years and debates as to whether this is a morally and ethically right punishment. Further on in this research there will be considerations as to why did capital punishment in the UK get abolished and being 60 years later has there been discussion on this being reintroduced. 
Objectives 
This research paper focus is ‘Would reintroducing Capital Punishment to the United Kingdom Criminal Justice system be beneficial?’. There are three objectives targeted to answering this question which are as follows:
1. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of reinforcing capital punishment? Considering if any changes in crime statistics would be made as if there are changes how would this effect the prison system and criminal justice system. Also considering the reason behind the abolishment in the United Kingdom to begin with. 

2. What legislation would need to be considered if it was to be reintroduced and what would prevent the reintroduction? Due to current legalisation what would prevent this reintroduction and also consider ethical and moral perspectives. Research as to whether there has been discussion within parliament and the government in recent years of capital punishment to be reconsidered.

3. How is capital punishment used globally? Capital punishment is still used around the world so researching how it is used and what are the effects it has on those countries compared to ones without. Taking international perspectives into consideration to help understand how capital punishment works in the 21st century compared to in the past. 
Structure of the Research Paper
The structure of this paper is as follows. Chapter 2 will be the literature review where each objective will be focused on in depth to get a better understanding of capital punishment and answering these objectives to get closer to see if capital punishment could be reconsidered to be reintroduced in the United Kingdom. The in-depth research will allow the ability to better answer the research question and taking in a variety of considerations to help build towards the conclusion. Chapter 3 will be focused on research methods on how information will be collected in order to help research this topic and being able to collect opinions and point of view from the public to get a wide understanding of views on capital punishment. Chapter 4 will be the findings from the research method in chapter 3 where all the findings will be collected and analysed to see if there are any correlations in answers and opinions and what factors to consider. Chapter 5 will be the overall conclusion of this research paper where all information and data collected will be gathered and considered to help conclude what was discovered in this research and what conclusions has been made to answer the question.
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