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[bookmark: _Toc155126535]Introduction
The written report aims to provide a quick overview of the seventeen sustainable development objectives established by the United Nations. Of these, the Sustainable Development objectives for Good Health and Wellbeing, Quality Education, and Climate Action will be discussed in greater length. A comprehensive evaluation of the policies and initiatives that the UK government has recently put in place to accomplish these goals will also be part of the written report. Following a comparison of Manchester City's policies and activities, suggestions will be offered to help make the measures performed more effective.
According to the World Health Organisation (2015) and the United Nations (2023), the Sustainable Development Goals are a call to action to improve our world by eradicating poverty and inequality, preserving the environment, and guaranteeing that everyone has access to health, justice, and prosperity. The Sustainable Development Goals are the result of decades of work by nations and the UN, and each year, the UN Secretary General releases an annual SDG Progress report that was created in collaboration with the UN System and is based on data from national statistical systems, information gathered at the level of regions, and the global indicator framework (United Nations, 2023b). Apart from their global focus rather than being limited to 'developing' nations, the Sustainable Development Goals stand out from other initiatives because they prioritise equity and respect for human rights, call for new methods of operation, and strive to enhance health systems (World Health Organisation, 2015). 
These interrelated goals seek to tackle the multifaceted issues that the world faces, such as injustice, poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation (United Nations, 2023b). They offer a framework within which businesses, governments, and civil society can cooperate and strive toward a more equitable and sustainable future (United Nations, 2023b). The particular steps required to achieve each objective are detailed in the targets and indicators linked with each goal (United Nations, 2023b). Each goal usually contains numerous targets, and each target has its own set of indicators to track progress (United Nations, 2023b). There are 169 targets related with the 17 SDGs in total (United Nations, 2023b). These objectives aid in defining and clarifying the aims' intended consequences and impact (United Nations, 2023b). The indicators give quantifiable metrics for tracking progress and evaluating the performance of efforts to achieve the SDGs (United Nations, 2023b).
It is critical to recognise that achieving the SDGs will necessitate a coordinated and integrated strategy at the global, national, and local levels  (United Nations, 2023b). Governments, businesses, non-governmental organisations, and individuals all play critical roles in carrying out the measures required to address the wide range of concerns addressed by SDGs (United Nations, 2023b).
[bookmark: _Toc155126536]Sustainable Development Goals
[bookmark: _Toc155126537]1. End poverty
According to United Nations Development Programme (2023), eliminating poverty in all its manifestations is still one of the most difficult tasks. Based on current trends, 575 million people (or nearly 7% of the world's population) continue to be living in extreme poverty in 2030, down from 800 million (or 10.8%) in 2015 (United Nations, 2023b). 
In order to help countries achieve Goal 1, UNICEF (2023) and UN Women (2023) are two organisations primarily assists in the design, implementation, and monitoring of policies aimed at reducing child poverty (UNICEF, 2023) and providing impoverished women with equitable access to basic services, control over their land and other property, inheritance rights, access to new technology, trainings, loans, and practical skills (UN Women, 2023)
[bookmark: _Toc155126538]2. End hunger
One in three people globally experience moderate to severe food insecurity, according to United Nations (2023b). By 2021, there were 768 million hungry people worldwide, up from 589 million in 2015. According to estimates, 670 million people will still be malnourished in 2030 (United Nations, 2023b). Malnutrition can cause major health problems. For instance, it can cause anaemia in pregnant women and have an impact on a child's nutrition (UNICEF, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc155126539]3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being
By concentrating on important objectives that improve the general health of a nation's people, Goal 3 seeks to stop unnecessary suffering from illnesses that can be prevented and untimely mortality (UNICEF, 2023). The necessity for more robust global health security systems to both prevent and respond to pandemics in the future has been brought to light by the most recent Covid-19 pandemic (United Nations, 2023b). 
[bookmark: _Toc155126540]4. Quality education
Goal four will only be met by one in six countries if no further action is taken; therefore, rethinking education systems and making education funding a top national priority are necessary (United Nations, 2023b).
[bookmark: _Toc155126541]5. Gender equality
At the current rate of progress, it could take up to 286 years to close gaps, 300 years to abolish child marriage, and 140 years to attain equal representation (United Nations, 2023b). Attaining this objective will require political management and a thorough set of legislative changes (United Nations, 2023b). 
[bookmark: _Toc155126542]6. Clean water and sanitation
Water pollution is one of the most serious problems that has an impact on human health (United Nations, 2023b), and in order to make progress in other areas like nutrition, education, health, and gender equality, improvements in drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene are crucial (UNICEF, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc155126543]7. Affordable and clean energy
Goal 7 of the Sustainable Development Goals aims to provide all people with affordable, dependable, sustainable, and modern energy by providing universal access to energy services and significantly increasing the share of renewable energy (UNICEF, 2023). Access to clean and reliable energy is critical for attaining other long-term development goals, such as those linked to health, education, and economic growth (UNICEF, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc155126544]8. Decent Work and Economic Growth
Goal 8 seeks to promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment, and decent work for everyone (UNICEF, 2023). It seeks to guarantee that economic success benefits all members of society, with a focus on creating decent jobs and thus supporting inclusive economic growth (International Labour Organization, 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc155126545]9. Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure
Goal 9 acknowledges the importance of resilient infrastructure, accessible industrial development, and innovation in promoting economic growth, providing jobs, furthering sustainable development, and addressing global concerns (The Global Goals, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc155126546]10. Reduced Inequality
Reducing income inequality inside and across countries, as well as social, economic, and political inclusion, opportunities, and global financial market regulation (International Monetary Fund, 2022). Sustainable Development Goal 10 highlights the importance of addressing inequalities at various levels and aims to make the globe more inclusive and equitable by closing gaps within and between countries (United Nations, 2023b).
[bookmark: _Toc155126547]11. Sustainable Cities and Communities
This goal's targets include providing safe, economical, and easily available transport and housing for all, strengthening equitable and environmentally friendly urbanisation, and preserving and protecting the world's heritage of culture and nature (UN-Habitat, 2023). Some of the most important challenges regarding this goal are rapid urbanisation, inadequate infrastructure, and shortages of housing (UN-Habitat, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc155126548]12. Responsible Consumption and Production
SDG 12 intends to encourage responsible consumption and production behaviours in order to decrease environmental impact, waste, and ensure resource efficiency (United Nations, 2016). It emphasises the need for environmentally friendly production processes as well as aware consumer habits (United Nations, 2023b).
[bookmark: _Toc155126549]13. Climate Action
SDG 13 recognises the critical importance of global action to tackle climate change and its profound repercussions (United Nations, 2023b). It focuses on adapting as well as mitigation initiatives to decrease the production of greenhouse gases and cope with the effects of climate change (United Nations, 2023b). Measures of greenhouse gas emissions, climate resilience, and activities to integrate climate change considerations into policies and strategies are key indicators for tracking progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 13 (United Nations, 2023b).
[bookmark: _Toc155126550]14. Life Below Water
SDG 14 emphasises the need of maintaining maritime habitats, reducing pollution, and promoting ethical fishing (United Nations, 2016). It recognises the important role of oceans and seas in sustaining existence on Earth and contributing to sustainable development (United Nations, 2023b). Measures of marine biodiversity, the size of protected marine areas, and initiatives to minimise marine pollution and overfishing are some of the important indicators for tracking progress towards this goal (United Nations, 2023b).
[bookmark: _Toc155126551]15. Life on Land
The relevance of this goal is demonstrated by its preservation of terrestrial ecosystems, promotion of sustainable land use, and conservation of biodiversity (United Nations, 2023b). It focuses on key environmental challenges such as deforestation, desertification, and habitat loss (United Nations, 2023b). Achieving the aim will necessitate concerted efforts to maintain and restore natural environments (United Nations, 2023b).
[bookmark: _Toc155126552]16. Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions
SDG 16 aims to promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide equal access to justice, and construct effective, accountable, and inclusive institutions at all levels (United Nations, 2016). It recognises the important role of good governance, the rule of law, and inclusive institutions in ensuring social progress and stability (United Nations, 2023b). SDG 16 challenges include eliminating corruption, supporting effective governance, and guaranteeing equal access to justice for everyone. Achieving these goals benefits society's general well-being and stability (United Nations, 2023b).
[bookmark: _Toc155126553]17. Partnerships for the Goals
Global collaborations are critical to attaining sustainable development (United Nations, 2023b). Goal 17 underlines the importance of collaboration among governments, international organisations, the corporate sector, and other stakeholders to address issues such as poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation (United Nations, 2023b).

[bookmark: _Toc155126554]Three selected Sustainable Development Goals

1. [bookmark: _Toc155126555]Good Health and Wellbeing
[bookmark: _Hlk153910044]Good Health and Wellbeing is the third Sustainable Development Goal, with the purpose of ensuring healthy lifestyles and promoting well-being for all ages (United Nations, 2023b). The objective targets a wide range of health challenges (United Nations, 2023b). 
Goal 3 of the Sustainable Development Goals comprises thirteen targets in total, including maternal mortality, child mortality, communicable and non-communicable diseases, mental health and substance abuse, road safety, universal health coverage, health workforce, tobacco control, supporting further research, development, and access to vaccines and medicines, health financing, and strengthening the capacity of all countries (United Nations, 2023a). There has been great progress in this field in the last few years, but due to Covid-19 further progress has slowed down (United Nations, 2023a). 
The Covid-19 pandemic has had serious health consequences, and it has raised health inequities, notably for disabled individuals and people who already face health disparities, which have been compounded by vaccination disparity (Bond, 2022). Other health conditions have worsened as funding and staff from key health services have been redirected to the Covid response (Bond, 2022). Likewise, wars and conflicts jeopardise development towards SDG 3 (Bond, 2022). Data from a variety of countries and settings reveal systematic deficiencies in care quality (Kruk et al., 2019). Mothers and children receive fewer than half of the necessary therapeutic activities, diagnoses for dangerous diseases are frequently inaccurate, and care can be sluggish for conditions that require immediate action (Kruk et al., 2019). At the system level, there are significant gaps in safety, prevention, integration, and continuity, as evidenced by low patient retention and insufficient coordination across care platforms (Kruk et al., 2019).
To achieve worldwide universal health coverage, all individuals and communities must be able to obtain the essential, high-quality health treatments they require throughout their lives without struggling financially (Bond, 2022). The health staff is critical to efforts to improve health systems and achieve the Universal Health Coverage (Bond, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc155126556]The UK’s strategies and policies
1. Investment in Global Health Programs
The UK government continues to be a major contributor to international health funding, encouraging initiatives aimed at improving health outcomes globally (GOV.UK, 2023). The UK government recently revealed a package of funding to support studies and development programmes to tackle global health challenges such as future pandemics, increasing vaccine research, reducing infectious disease deaths, and ending preventable deaths of mothers, new-borns, and children (GOV.UK, 2023).
2. The Global Health Framework
The Global Health Framework highlights common government objectives to increase global health security, reform the global health architecture, strengthen health systems in the UK and around the world, and enhance the United Kingdom's status as a worldwide health scientific and technological leader (GOV.UK, 2023a).
3. Collaboration with International Organizations and United Kingdom Accreditation Service
The Sustainable Development Goal 3 demands collaborative work from governments and groups, and United Kingdom Accreditation Service is helping the UK contribute to this goal (The United Kingdom Accreditation Service, 2023). International standards, as well as the global frameworks produced by institutions such as the International Electrotechnical Commission and the International Organisation for Standardisation, are critical to fulfilling SDG 3 (The United Kingdom Accreditation Service, 2023).
According to the research (Sachs et al., 2023), the UK score for SDG 3 is moderately improving, with gaps in self-reported health status by income and gaps in life expectancy at birth among regions. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc155126557]Quality Education
Quality education is the fourth Sustainable Development Goal, and it aims to achieve inclusive and equitable quality education and to encourage opportunities for continuous learning for everyone (The Global Goals, 2023). Every single one of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals depends on education; it is a potent force for change, enhances lives, health, and individual opportunities, promotes long-term economic development, stable society, and global well-being (Global Partnership for Education, 2019).
The education for sustainable development, safe and inclusive learning environments, universal primary and secondary education, equal access to quality pre-primary education, equal access to technical, vocational, and higher education, skills for employment and entrepreneurship, gender disparities elimination, universal literacy and numeracy, scholarships and global education funding, and increased number of qualified teachers are among the targets of Sustainable Development Goal 4 (United Nations, 2023b).
Similar to Sustainable Development Goal 3, COVID-19 poses a difficulty to achieving SDG 4 targets and it has resulted in worldwide school closures and restrictions, impeding education and increasing educational inequality (Bhowmick, 2023). During the pandemic, the increasing use of educational technology platforms has been crucial in assisting young people to finish their education. Nevertheless, traditional cultures frequently reject new educational methods, which creates another challenge that needs to be addressed (Bhowmick, 2023). Schools were closed on average for 20 weeks from March 2020 to July 2022, and partially closed for an additional 22 weeks worldwide and this resulted in 370 million children in 150 countries not having access to school meals in 2020, which had an impact on their nutrition (Loft, Walker and Brien, 2023). Many of them also missed out on an education because it was difficult for them to access distance learning (Loft, Walker and Brien, 2023). Even before COVID-19 hit, 50% of all school-age children worldwide did not learn to read by the end of primary school, and 67 million of the girls who are not in school are living in war or experiencing a protracted catastrophe (GOV.UK, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc155126558]The UK’s strategies and policies
1. What Works Hub for Global Education
The What Works Hub aims to establish UK leadership in global education by providing evidence and advice, responding to the Ministerial action plan on girls' education, assisting authorities in addressing the C-19 crisis, and supporting the UK target with global goods provision, leadership, and conveying (Foreign, Commonwealth Development Office, 2022). The program's actual start date was June 14, 2021, and its scheduled conclusion date was March 31, 2029 (Foreign, Commonwealth Development Office, 2022). As of right now, 11. 64% of the entire budget has been used (Foreign, Commonwealth Development Office, 2022).
2. Every girl goes to school, stays safe, and learns: five years of global action 2021 to 2026.
By bringing urgency to the global education recovery, securing support for targets on girls' school access, learning, and progress tracking, and assisting dedicated national governments in stepping up efforts to get girls into school, the establishment of the Foreign Commonwealth Development Office serves as the foundation for a fully integrated approach to international action on girls' education (Foreign, Commonwealth Development Office, 2022).
According to the research (Sachs et al., 2023), the UK score for SDG 4 is moderately improving, with most indicators achieved.


3. [bookmark: _Toc155126559]Climate Action
Sustainable Development Goal 13 is climate action, which aims to address climate change and its effects by taking immediate action (United Nations, 2023c).
Due to human activity, climate change is occurring, and numerous changes are taking place, including:
1. warming of the Earth's surface – due to human activity, the land, sea, and atmosphere have warmed. Although there will likely be annual temperature increases due to climate change, there will still be years and seasons that are abnormally cold (Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, 2014).
2. oceans that are getting warmer – the oceans' chemistry is altering as a result of absorbing around one-third of all carbon dioxide emissions since 1980, which has increased the oceans' acidity ten times faster (Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, 2014).
3. melting polar ice and glaciers: approximately the past 30 years, approximately six thousand giga-tonnes of ice have been lost from glaciers and ice sheets in Greenland and the Antarctic (Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, 2014).
4. increasing sea levels: Sea levels are rising as a result of melting land ice and water expanding in warmer oceans (Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, 2014).
5. there is an increase in the frequency and severity of extreme weather events such as heatwaves, major rainfall events, and droughts (Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, 2014).
With the discovery of the "greenhouse effect" in the 19th century, it was understood that the Earth would warm up in direct proportion to the amount of solar radiation that was trapped in the atmosphere (Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, 2014).
The aforementioned modifications align SDG 13's targets, which include enhancing human and institutional capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction, and early warning; incorporating measures to address climate change into national policies, strategies, and planning; and enhancing resilience as well as capacity to climate-related hazards and natural catastrophes (United Nations, 2023c).
[bookmark: _Toc155126560]The UK’s strategies and policies
1. Paris agreement
As a component of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), an international treaty known as the Paris Agreement was ratified in December 2015 (Independent Commission for Aid Impact, 2021). The Paris Agreement closely corresponds with a number of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including SDG 13, even if it is not directly linked to any particular SDG (Independent Commission for Aid Impact, 2021). The Paris Agreement is a historic attempt to bring nations together to combat climate change, emphasising global ambition, collaboration, and a shared commitment to resilient and sustainable development (Independent Commission for Aid Impact, 2021).
2. Energy policy measures
Carbon pricing, low-carbon energy support, energy efficiency, and global climate action are examples of energy policy measures (Black, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc155126561]Manchester city and its strategies regarding three selected SDGs
[bookmark: _Toc155126562]Greater Manchester Integrated Care Partnership’s strategy
The Greater Manchester Integrated Care Partnership aims to bring the NHS, public services, and the larger community together in order to deliver a neighbourhood-based, united, preventative, person-centred model of care and to empower people to live fulfilling lives by taking a more active role in their personal well-being and health (Greater Manchester Integrated Care Partnership, 2023). The partnership collaborates across secondary, primary, mental health, and social care (Greater Manchester Integrated Care Partnership, 2023). It also pioneers innovative approaches to community-led care and support (Greater Manchester Integrated Care Partnership, 2023). Despite the advancements, too many residents continue to live in poor health and face significant inequities (Greater Manchester Integrated Care Partnership, 2023). Manchester was more severely hit by COVID-19 than any other UK city, which reversed all of the gains made (Greater Manchester Integrated Care Partnership, 2023). Public services will most likely face financial and human resource constraints due to the effects of the current cost of living issue (Greater Manchester Integrated Care Partnership, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc155126563]BeeWell Framework
In an effort to address an increasing concern for the general well-being of young individuals in the UK, The University of Manchester, The Gregson Family Foundation, Anna Freud, and the Greater Manchester Combined Authority collaborated to establish this framework (The University of Manchester, 2023). By 2030, the #BeeWell programme hopes to develop a public policy agenda that prioritises both accomplishment and wellbeing, and it has already had a big impact on national policy; The Times Education Commission Report suggested that all English secondary schools conduct an annual wellbeing survey, and that education should be given political priority (The University of Manchester, 2023).

[bookmark: _Toc155126564]Manchester Climate Change Framework 2020-25
The Manchester Climate Change Agency created this framework on behalf of the Manchester Climate Change Partnership, building upon the February 2019 publication of the Draft Manchester Zero Carbon Framework 2020–2038 and the July 2019 climate emergency declaration made by Manchester City Council (Manchester Climate Change Partnership, 2020). The Framework, which has goals and targets, guarantees social fairness, prompt action, recommendations, guidance, and progress tracking, is based on eight fundamental concepts (Manchester Climate Change Partnership, 2020). Manchester is in danger of missing its first milestone, which is to reduce the city's direct emissions by 50% by 2025, even though the city has a clearly defined framework and has been failing to reduce its emissions by the targeted 13% annually (Manchester Climate Change Agency, 2022). Additionally, the city is not on track to stay within its carbon budget (Manchester Climate Change Agency, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc155126565]Recommendations
1. Addressing Health Inequalities
Targeted approaches are required to address health disparities among Manchester's diverse populations (Manchester City Council, 2023). In order to customise actions that lessen gaps in healthcare outcomes and access, it is strongly advised to analyse and comprehend the socioeconomic determinants of health that align with NICE guidelines (National Institute for Health and Care Excellence, 2022).
2. Sustainable and Inclusive Approaches
Achieving long-term community well-being requires integrating inclusive and sustainable approaches to healthcare initiatives, taking environmental sustainability into account, encouraging inclusivity in healthcare services, and making sure that strategies are implemented (Mortimer et al., 2018). Therefore, a sustainable approach will broaden the notion of value in healthcare to include social and environmental implications in addition to financial costs when evaluating health results (Mortimer et al., 2018).
3. Early Childhood Education
When planning and evaluating children's requirements, a holistic approach is crucial since it enables the evaluation of the child as an individual (Scottish Social Services Council, 2023). A holistic approach to early learning and childcare involves considering not just the cognitive components of learning but also the physical, personal, social, emotional, and spiritual wellness of the children (Scottish Social Services Council, 2023).
4. Climate Education and Awareness
Encourage participation from local communities in climate action (Manchester City Council, 2023a). Encourage community-led projects, include locals in decision-making, and acknowledge the contribution of regional solutions to the accomplishment of national climate goals (Manchester City Council, 2023a).

[bookmark: _Toc155126566]Conclusion
The Sustainable Development Goals are a daring and innovative framework that aims to address the intricate and interconnected problems that our world faces (United Nations, 2015). Governments, corporations, communities, and individuals must all be committed to collaborating across boundaries and sectors in order for the goals to be successful (United Nations, 2015).
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