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         This professional portfolio aims to discuss quality knowledge and insight into the UK family law and practices. A case study analysis will deal with the marriage and divorce scenario under the Matrimonial Act. Further, this portfolio will discuss the financial orders report, which will deal with the division of assets to maintain financial remedy standards, while a detailed analysis of domestic abuse showcases the need for
potential acts with effective legal protection measures.

Section A: Legal Advice Memorandum
To: The Fictional Client
From: Legal Advisor
Subject: Importance of Mediation in Family Dispute Resolution
Jurisdiction: England and Wales
        Family Mediation is defined as a non-binding method that helps resolve disputes by involving a third party to help both parties reach a mutually agreeable solution (Court
and Tribunals Judiciary, 2021).
        The first relevant law in the family mediation is the Children and Families Act 2014 (Justice UK, 2024). Under this law, applicants from families need to attend the MIAM (Mediation Information and Assessment Meeting) before going into the court proceedings, except for specific exemptions. For matrimonial issues, this mediation procedure is also relevant because it helps both parties deal with financial disputes with mediated agreements under the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973 (GOV.UK, 2025). 
        There are law cases which lead to the law principles applied on family disputes and one of this cases is case of White v Vhite [2000] where was established the principle of fairness and equality between spouses(plus-lexis-com, 19.01.2026). Another case used as a leading case on pension considerations on family disputes is W v H  [2020](Divorce financial remedies). This case focused on retirement income equality, considered pension paid before marriage to be shared to meet needs (plus-lexis-com, 19.01.2026).
        As noted by the Family Mediation Council (2020), parties that applied for mediation have successfully reached complete or partial agreements in approximately 70% of cases. As part of the benefits, the client stays more cooperative and resilient with the process by reaching the final negotiations, involves a quicker procedure for the clients, mediation process is significantly more cost-effective than pursuing a full court process and waiting for a judge’s final order or decision, mediation involves limited procedure-oriented litigations (Asghar et al., 2025).
        From ethical grounds, families need to comply with the Family Mediation Council
(FMC)-based decorum (FMC, 2025). It includes the consideration of multiple factors,
including confidentiality, conflict of interest, duty of the court, safeguarding, and client
capability and instructions (Simard, 2023).

Section B: Case Study Analysis
        In the context of UK law, the validity of marriage depends more on the capability of both parties, their consent, and compliance, as found in the Marriage Act 1949 (UK Parliament, 2025). On the other hand, the Divorce regulation has undergone multifaceted reforms, culminating in the Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020(DDSA)(Legislation.gov.uk, 2020).
        The case of Daniel’s marriage to Sarah was valid since July 2005 and can come to an end if they decide to divorce or upon the death of one ofthem.
        This ensures that Sarah can apply for the divorce either solely or together with Daniel. In this scenario, Daniel’s participation can accelerate the divorce process without strong disagreements.
        Divorce is regulated by the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973(MCA). The steps for a sole or joint divorce application for divorce include: filling in the divorce application form at the court, and a 20-week-long reflection period provided by the court (GOV.UK, 2025). Since 6 April 2022, divorce is based on a no-fault system, meaning only a statement that the marriage has broken down is needed. Divorce can no longer be challenged on fault and can only be disputed on legal or procedural grounds (legislation.gov.uk, 2026).
        in this case, the conditional order can be applied for, and after approximately six weeks, the final divorce order can be applied for to legally end the marriage between Sarah and Daniel. Importantly, the final order should not be rushed. Delaying the final order can provide crucial protection of financial and inheritance rights, including pension entitlements and succession rights, until all financial arrangements are properly resolved. 
        Since the divorce decision is joint, it shows cooperation and limited conflicts between the two parties. It is expected that the marriage will end within the next 6 to 8 months. 
        By following the Children Act 1989, children need to be protected under any circumstance, specifically in the post-divorce scenario between parents (George Green Solicitors, 2022). Here, the court plays a significant role.
        Since Sarah and Daniel have two children who are aged between 14 and 10 years, child welfare is essential. 
        As in this scenario, further, it has been noted that Daniel is cooperative in this case, making family mediation one of the best solutions to resolve this issue. However, if this procedure is not followed, either parent, specifically Sarah, can apply for the Child Arrangement order to maintain the best welfare of their children in the future. When determining child arrangements between Sarah and Daniel, the court will apply the welfare checklist under Section 1 of the Children Act 1989, with the child’s welfare as the paramount consideration. The court will take into account the wishes and feelings of the child, giving greater weight to these depending on the child’s age and level of understanding. The child’s physical, emotional and educational needs will be central, including the need for stability, routine, and ongoing care. The court will assess the likely effect of any change in circumstances, such as alterations to living arrangements or contact with either parent, and whether such changes would cause disruption or emotional harm. Consideration will also be given to the child’s background and any relevant characteristics. Any risk of harm, including emotional harm arising from parental conflict, will be carefully evaluated. The court will assess the capability of both Sarah and Daniel to meet the child’s needs, including their ability to provide a safe and supportive environment. 
        In this case, adultery is not relevant for the financial settlements. Sarah can apply for financial order and support for children under the MCA 1973(Legislation.gov.uk, 2026).
        Annulment or nullity takes into consideration void and voidable marriages defined under MCA 1973, ss. 11-13(grounds)(Gomula et al., 2024). It is different from divorce because it leads to a systematic end of a valid marriage. For Sarah, nullity is not appropriate because they systematically entered into the marriage in 2005, both were over 16 years old at that time and they have two legal children ( Legislation.gov.uk, 2026).
        The Family Procedure Rules are the key regulations that are used for family courts across England and Wales (Justice UK, 2024). This provides a new code of practice for family proceedings by replacing existing regulatory procedures. 
        To mitigate the issues between Sarah and Daniel, mediation can be considered the most effective solution, instead of litigation. Since the issue is directly linked to the Family Procedure Rules 2010, both these parties are expected to follow the family mediation procedure to resolve this divorce dispute. 
        Mediation can operate as the first step. By applying this, both Sarah and Daniel can be guided with effective child welfare synergies and financial settlements. Litigation is mostly used as the final option if disagreements are not resolved between two parties regarding all the associated factors. 

Section C: Financial Orders Report
        Multiple financial orders are found under the divorce practice, by following the
MCA 1973 to safeguard the rights of both parties, as explained by
Rightsforwomen.org (2023). The report has detailed types of financial orders courts can
give,  including spousal maintenance, financial support for children, and “Clean Break”;
which means ending the financial connection between spouses post-divorce(Rightsforwomen.org (2023)
        In the UK, regarding divorce, parties need to go through the Section 25 checklist, including income, earning capability, and other financial resources (LexisNexis, 2025). 
Income: The court tends to evaluate the income capability of both parties. Since Daniel is a civil engineer, and Sarah is a teaching professional, a financial discrepancy is noted between the two. 
Needs: In both their cases, needs have been highlighted, specifically for children's welfare regarding housing and income needs. The court has declared Sarah’s need to provide a stable home for her children to raise and safeguard them in the future.
Standard of living: The marital standard of living has also been a concern in this case for the court to assess. This enables Sarah to avoid any sort of unfair issues in the post-divorce scenario, helping them stay financially stable afterwards. 
Age/duration: Since their marriage has lasted for approximately 20 years, it is considered a long term. This content allows both parties to share their assets, with a critical focus on Daniel because he wanted a clean break from this marriage. 
Contributions: Equally, the financial and non-financial needs of the parties are mitigated. For Sarah, childcare is prioritised with her compliance with domestic roles, along with Daniel’s financial contributions. 
Children’s needs: This consideration is highly significant since children's welfare is effective for both parents. To this end, courts tend to prioritise income stability with the provision of housing facilities for them in the post-divorce scenario. 
Realistic financial orders: The first order will be a property adjustment because Sarah needs the family home for safely raising her children. The second order will be a lump sum to help Sarah with financial stability in raising her children, since their marriage lasted for 20 years, and she can retain her husband’s pension. Spousal maintenance is another realistic order that the court can give to the parties to reduce scopes of income disparity and ensure fairness (GOV.UK, 2025). Finally, providing a clean break order is associated with the assurance of mitigated needs for both Sarah and her children. Thus, the overall fairness and transparency of the divorce process-oriented liabilities have been clarified by the UK jurisdiction. 
        A consent order is defined as a highly recommended order, specifically where financial settlements are involved (GOV.UK, 2025). Although this is not a mandated procedure, it helps parties prevent future disputes to protect the legal clarity and efficiency in the long term. The context of a clean break has been found in section 25 A of the MCA 1973, which explain the financial responsibilities between spouses and why these must be taken into account (Hitchings, 2024). For instance, in the case of White v White, the decision of the House of Lords showed a transformative measure with the “yardstick of equality” regarding financial settlements on divorce, which comes under the family law grounds (UK Parliament, 2020). In this case, the court made it clear that earning the income does not make one spouse more deserving than the one who stays at home, ther ensuring equality in domestic and financial contributions. Thus, this case effectively illustrated judicial discretion and fairness to the appealing parties. Also, in the case of McFarland v McFarlane, it was found that even in a short marriage, parties are required to divide marital properties that are acquired during the marriage (Financial Remedies Journal, 2022).

Section D: Domestic Abuse Reflection and Legal Response
        Domestic abuse can be defined as the act of violence, specifically when the conduct is abusive, irrespective of physical, sexual, or socio-economic assault (Edwards, 2025). Specifically, women are considered the victims of domestic abuse. The main regulation of domestic violence comes under the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2021). The main forms of this are often beyond physical violence, detrimentally impacting the psychological welfare of people. 
        To safeguard the victims of domestic abuse, multiple UK-based acts have been
available . Two types of orders can be provided by the court for the legal protection of
the victim, including a non-molestation order and an occupation order. The non-
molestation order works under Section 42 of the Family Law Act 1996 and safeguards
domestic abuse victims from intimidating behavior. The legal test is effective here in
promoting applicants’ safety and welfare. Occupation order, on the other hand, comes
under sections 33, 35, and 38 of the Family Law Act 1996 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2021). In
this context, their financial arrangements during divorce are likely to be affected
because Section 25(2)(g) obligates the court to also consider the conduct of the
appealing parties if the court regards it to be inequitable to disregard it (Gov.uk, 2026).
        Safeguarding and multi-agency cooperation are essentially based on the responses generated from the court and the local legal authorities (McPhee et al., 2021). In this context, the application of Multi Agency Risk Assessment enables victims to share information and ensure that high-risk cases are effectively dealt with (Davies et al., 2023). Thus, victims can feel safer across the UK. 
        Although legal protections are maintained by the UK courts, victims of domestic abuse have to face multiple challenges, including evidence-based clarity, fear of operational transparency, and court procedural delays. In this context, power imbalances can reduce victims’ trust in the government and the legal procedures. Therefore, it can be stated that more access to justice needs to be provided by the UK government to help victims stay free and safeguarded in the long term.


        Considering the provided information through the scenario, Sarah has been advised to seek spousal maintenance, financial support for children, and pension benefits. Additionally, it is advisable to note Daniel’s financially abusive conduct during the proceedings, as this may affect the legal or financial claims.
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