[bookmark: _Hlk157864585]Do serious organised crime gangs target young people in their criminal activity and how?
Chapter 3: Methodology 
The literature review aimed to address whether serious organised crime (SOC) groups specifically target young people into doing forced criminal activities, such as theft from small shops, pickpocketing or crime that is more major such as county lines. The research used for the literature review came from secondary research. The objectives for this dissertation are to understand and investigate the nature of SOC in the UK, to analyse the level and scope of the criminal exploitation of children and young people by SOC gangs in England and Wales, and to examine the methods used and the risk factors for young people becoming involved with organised crime. 
The purpose of chapter three is to outline the methods that were used to carry out primary research into these issues, in order to further develop knowledge in this field and to gain insights into the public’s views of child criminal exploitation along with those of experts from related professions (Saunders, et al., 2023, p. 131). Furthermore, the methodology is to identify whether there is a link between current literature, professional views, and the public’s perception of this issue.
3.1 Research Onion
To assist with the primary research, Saunders et al (2023) proposed the ‘Research Onion’ model to help plan research and data collection methods for a research project. The model’s purpose is to help build a structure to create a suitable research project. Figure 3.1.1, shows that within the model there are six layers which will assist the correct to be methods used for this research, starting from the research philosophy to then choosing the procedures and techniques which are best suited for this research project.[image: A diagram of a diagram  Description automatically generated]
Figure 3.1.1 - The ‘research onion’ (Saunders et al, 2019)


3.1.2 Research Philosophy
‘Research philosophy’ is the term that sets out the ‘beliefs’ and ‘assumptions’ that will help develop the research study (Tamminen & Poucher, 2020; Saunders, et al., 2023). It is important to select the correct research philosophy approach as it will enhance the understanding in the approach to the particular field of study that is chosen (Saunders, et al., 2009). 
There are various research philosophies within Saunders et al. (2023) research onion model, but for the purpose of this research, the interpretivism research perspective will be the most helpful in order to further develop the research. The Interpretivism perspective “adopts a philosophical perspective that individuals create and develop their own subjective knowledge and meanings of their own social realities” (Alborough & Hansen, 2022, p.3). Within the primary research, the responses from the participants within the research survey maybe variable as different individuals may have a different perspective. Alborough & Hansen (2022, p.2) suggest that the interpretivism approach allows the engagement to be deeper and more critical which is important when asking the public ‘why are children being exploited?’ for example. 
3.1.3 Research Approach
After selecting the interpretivism perspective which is the research philosophy that will be the most beneficial for this research, the inductive research approach is believed to be the best when associated with researching qualitative data (Gabriel, 2013; Saunders, et al., 2023, p. 157). Inductive reasoning, according to Saunders, et al. (2023, p. 53), develops a theory during the research. Saunders et al (2023, p.53) also state that unlike a deductive approach in which the research questions are drafted in advance and formulated into a theory against which the research will be tested, a inductive approach “is intended to allow meanings to emerge from primary data when collected in order to identify patterns and relationships to develop a theory”, however, the inductive approach still allows the research to use an existing theory to come up with the appropriate research questions and to develop concepts. For the purpose of this research, finding themes and patterns is important to understand how criminal gangs use different methods to exploit young people into doing crime; is it because the young person wants to earn money and valuable items or maybe they want respect.
3.1.4 Methodological Choice	
The Methodological choices, according to Saunders et al. (2023, pp.181-182) are to use either and quantitative, qualitative or mixed methods approach. Quantitative research refers to any data collection procedures, which collect numerical data and uses statistical analysis and graphs to analyse and represent findings. Data can be collected using experiments and surveys (Sheard, 2018). Quantitative data, according to Saunders et al (2023, p.184), could be linked to the inductive approach, which uses the data collected to introduce a theory, for example, research could use quantitative data to create a hypothesis which could be tested using further research. The benefit of quantitative research is that it is “very well suited to establishing cause and effect relationships, to testing hypotheses and to determining the opinions, attitudes and practices of a large population” (Verhoef & Casebeer, 1997, p. 65). Qualitative research refers to any data collection procedures, such as interviews or observations, which collect non-numerical data, such as views, opinions and feelings as well as observations by the researcher (Aspers & Corte, 2019, p. 146). This type of data is analysed using words, images, audio recordings, video clips and other similar material (Saunders et al, 2023, pp.181-182). The purpose for qualitative data is to examine and find themes to develop categories as well as looking for similarity or differences (Wong, 2008). The Mixed methods approach combines both data collection of quantitative and qualitative data (Adu, et al., 2022). The benefits of combining both quantitative and qualitative data is it can provide stronger evidence from gathering both data collections  (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities , 2020). 
This research will use a mixed methods approach using the quantitative data from the online survey analysing the close questions responses, and the research will be analysing qualitative data from the open questions asked to the experts on criminal exclusion and the one open question at the end of the online survey.
3.1.5 Research Strategy
The next layer of the research onion is the research strategy; how the primary research will be conducted, for example online survey, case study, interviews (Phair & Warren , 2021). For this research project, an online survey will be used to collect quantitative and qualitative data from the participants’ responses. The majority of the questions will be closed questions with one open question at the end. According to Saunders, et al. (2023, p. 506) De Vaus 2014), questionnaires permit all participates to answer to the same set of questions, closed or open, in a predetermined order to then be stored for data collection. Furthermore, the purpose of online questionaires is to provide an an effective way to gather data from a lot of people. With the assistance of modern technology, the online questionnaire enables the response rate to be faster and cost effective compared to a face-to-face survey (Saloniki, et al., 2019, p. 2208). 
Furthermore, this primary research will also use the Narrative Inquiry of experts opinions in the field of CCE. Narrative Inquiry, according to Saunders et al (2023, p.203), “means collecting the experiences of participants as whole accounts, or reconstructing their experiences into narratives.” The purpose of this research strategy is to “dethrive theoretical explanations from narrative accounts while maintaining their integirty”. This enables for deep description as it allows to deconstruct the experts storytelling and beliefs from their experiences within that field to present with qualitative data  (Gavidia & Adu, 2022, p.1; Wang & Geale, 2015,p.195)
See appendix to see the online survey and the narrative inquiry from the experts on county lines 
3.1.6 Time Horizon	
Time Horizon is outlined by Melnikovas, (2018, p.34) as the time frame for the research. When considering the time horizon for the primary research, according to the research onion Saunders et al (2019), there are two different time scales, cross sectional and longitudinal. Cross sectional, otherwise known as short term study, involves of collecting primary data at a specific time, whereas longitudinal is collecting data for a long period of time (Melnikovas, 2018, p. 34). The Cross-sectional time frame is used for this research, as the online survey will only be out to the public for a couple of weeks, and the open-ended questions for the experts will take 10-15 minutes. 
3.1.7 Procedures and Techniques
When collecting the primary data, the research will include an online survey from google forms, with nine closed questions and one open ended question at the end to identify the public’s thought’s on CCE and develop any themes along the way. Furthermore, the use of narrative inquiry on experts on county lines to get responses and analyse those answers, that might not be available with current literature. The use of closed questions will find the quantitative data and the open questions will discover the qualitative data. 
Saunders et al (2023, p.664) suggest, when it comes to finding themes and patterns, the correct data analysis for the research is referred as thematic analysis. Thematic analysis identifies the patterns from within the qualitative data for further analysis related to the research question. The benefit for thematic analysis is it provides an orderly and logical way to analyse which results into rich descriptions, explanations, and theorising. 
3.2 Sampling
According to Andrade (2020, p. 102), studies are conducted through samples, this is because it is not possible to collect primary data from the entire population, so a sample of the population is appropriate. The type of sampling used for this research will be probability cluster (multistage) sampling, which means, the participants from the online survey are divided into geographic locations and are selected randomly (Elfil & Negida, 2017, p. 2). The primary survey asked to the public, will be shared to individual from different parts of the UK, a group of people in Wales, specifically Swansea, in Kent as well, and a couple of people in Edinburgh too, the purpose of this is to get different perspectives not only from geographical groups but from different age categories too, as some people from the younger generations might know more than groups of people from older generations. 
3.2.1 Pilot Study
A pilot study is crucial as it could help identify the potential problems with the online survey before sending it out too all the participants, problems such as incorrect wording or unclear questions (Ullah, et al., 2023, p. 1091). A pilot has been sent out too close family and a Learning Support Specialist from the University of Wales Trinity St David (UWTSD), to identify if the questions are clear and to make sure that the spelling was correct. 
3.3 Limitations 
Limitations means the weaknesses of the study and the factors that have occurred when designing the primary research (Jansen, 2022). The Limitations for this primary research were, biased questions being asked when designing the online survey, where it was difficult to not say, the young people or ‘runners’ were classed as victims because the public might have a different opinion and suggest that the young people are criminals not victims. 
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