Mansfield Park

Stolen children: the hidden Gothic elements

1. What are the characteristic concerns of  the Gothic?
Invasions, disruptions of normality. 
Conflict between different orders – linear line of the family versus relationships based around a version rooted in bonds of affection
The ordinary become threatening and fearful (uncanny), 
lost mothers, tyrannical fathers, evil stepmothers, innocent virgins, 
houses as prisons, constraints on individual liberty,
unthinking, irrational cruelty
the law as tyrannical rather than just
passion and abandonment
illegitimate family relations (incest, adultery etc)
dispossession

2. Opening of text 

All Huntingdon exclaimed on the greatness of the match, and her uncle, the lawyer, himself, allowed her to be at least three thousand pounds short of any equitable claim to it.

Depiction of class – stable/unstable?
Relation of fluidity of class position to gender?
Three sisters – illustrate what?
Mrs Norris and psychology – developmental idea of the self (Romantic human nature)
Names – Mrs Price??

poor Mrs Price should be relieved from the charge and expense of one child entirely out of her number
p.43 – Fanny aged 9 : an object not a self.

Sir Thomas – implications of actions – possibility of investment bankrupting him - of love?
Mrs Norris – reply insists on it as a good investment

Give a girl a good education, and introduce her properly into the world and ten to one but she has the means of settling well, without farther expense to anybody. … I don’t say she would be so handsome as her cousins. I dare say she would not; but she would be introduced into the society of this country  under such favourable circumstances as, in all human probability, would get her a creditable establishment.

 p.46: Questions of displacement the concern of Sir Thomas – a desire to keep things stable- Mrs Norris with another agenda – of repressed jealousy and balked desire. Love of money.
p.47: The utter heartlessness of the discussion and Lady Bertram’s total self-absorption. Again Sir Thomas eager to retain and affirm distinctions.
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Chap 2 the arrival of the little girl. At the very edge of things. Sitting on the stairs, unable to speak to communicate, defined by fear and tearfulness

Opening passage on p.41 (my copy) – about inheritance law, transference of property and names. Defines terms of world – money and property.
