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Bibliographic Exercise
This bibliography assesses the ten different editions of Jean Froissart’s Chronicle on accessibility, the apparent audience, and scholarly quality
1. Froissart, Jean. Chronicles. Translated by Geoffrey Brereton (London: Penguin Random House, 1978)
· This paperback book, designed for a popular audience, utilizes a respected translation. However, it lacks explanatory notes, making it less accessible for the average reader.
2. Froissart, Jean. Chronicles of Froissart. Translated by John Bourchier (Oxford: Benediction Classics, 2011)
· Similar to the previous edition, this paperback version with no academic commentary is created for a popular audience.
3. Froissart, Jean. Title of the Book. Edited and Translated by John Edward Austin Jolliffe (London: Faber & Faber LTD, 2012) Ebook edition.
· Meant for a serious reader of Medieval History but not entirely academic, this edition includes charts, genealogies, and maps, though lacking academic notes. It is more accessible than editions by academics but less so than the most condensed versions.
4. Froissart, Jean. The Chronicles of Froissart. Edited by Peter Ainsworth and Godfried Croenen. AHRC-funded project, 2007-2010. Online Froissart.
· This website targets Medieval Historians with specific commentary and multiple editions, aiming at historians and academics. It is accessible for students of Medieval studies and provides rich and detailed descriptions for research.
5. Froissart, Jean. The Chronicles of Froissart. Translated by John Bourchier, Lord Berners, edited by G.C. Macaulay. Chronicle and Romance, vol. 35 of The Harvard Classics. (P. F. Collier & Son Company, 1910)
· Another academic source published by Harvard with a well-respected editor and translator. However, it lacks explanatory notes within the text, making it less accessible.
6. Froissart, Jean. Chronicles of England, France, Spain, and the adjoining countries, from the latter part of the reign of Edward II to the coronation of Henri IV. by Thomas Johnes, Esq. Introduction by Rev. John Lord. Ann Arbor, Michigan: University of Michigan Library, 2005.
· Originally published in print in the early 20th century, this text includes academic essays before the text to aid comprehension and comprehensive footnotes. Despite using an older translation (1967), it is definitively for an academic audience.
7. Froissart, Jehan. De L'Histoire et Croniqve de Messire Iehan Froissart. 3 vols. (France: Jean de Sauvage, 1559)
· The original 16th-century printed version of Chronicles in middle French, making it invaluable to historians. Accessible to the nobility of the day, it is challenging for modern readers unless fluent in middle French.
8. Froissart, John. The Chronicles of John Froissart Condensed for Younger Reader. Translated by Lord Berners, edited by Adam Singleton. (London: D. Appleton and Company, 1912.)
· This text, seemingly more academic in its goals but for a younger audience, features embedded explanatory notes that elucidate the content, providing valuable assistance for comprehension, without altering the original translation. This book would be ideal for use in a secondary school setting.
9. Froissart, John. The Chronicles of England, Spain, and France. Translated, edited, and condensed by H. P. Dunster. Translated by Thomas Johnes. (New York: E.P. Dutton and Co., 1961)
· Designed for a popular audience as part of the "Everyman Paperback" series and being a more condensed version of the text, this book lacks explanatory notes, leaving readers without additional guidance to comprehend its content.
10. Froissard, John. The Boys Froissard. Charles Scribner's Sons. Introduction by Sidney Lanier (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1895)
· This source, without naming the translator or editor, is a condensed version explicitly intended for young boys. It is a product of the late 19th-century United States and is the most accessible among the listed works, featuring footnotes that provide explanations for the reader.
This bibliography exemplifies the plethora of editions available for Froissart’s Chronicles.  There are editions out there for the seasoned historian seeking in-depth analysis to the curious student exploring the medieval world.  In the ever-expanding landscape of Froissart studies, these editions serve as essential pathways for both scholars and enthusiasts to delve into the rich tapestry of medieval history.
