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THE PROBLEM: 
   In 1984, Ethiopia was in the middle of a civil war between rebel groups and government troops led by the president Mengisto Haile Mariam (Chiengkou, A. (2015). The country had a particularly low harvest that year due to a lack of rainfall which led to famine and disease and a death toll of almost 1 million people (BBC news, 2000). Meanwhile Europe had record harvests and even excess food such as the infamous ‘butter mountain’. 
   In contrast, the 1980s in the UK was a decade famous for its excessive consumerism and extravagance. It was against this backdrop that a news programme was broadcast on November 15th by Michael Buerk (BBC - The Live 8 Event (2005) showing the Ethiopian famine with graphic images of children dead and starving. There was footage of a British nurse choosing which children would be fed because resources were so low and the situation so desperate. This uncensored footage shocked the nation.
   The western world seemed reluctant to get involved and charities were completely overwhelmed by the scale of the disaster. Help came from an unlikely source; the rich and privileged pop industry.

THE PEOPLE:
   Throughout history music has influenced the world whether it is defining a generation or preparing an army for battle but music had not been used to fund raise on a global scale. At the time of the BBC broadcast one particular man was so moved by the TV footage that he felt compelled to help the starving people and it sparked an idea which went on to have a global impact.
This was Bob Geldof the lead singer of the band ‘the Boomtown Rats’ which was a punk band, past its peak of popularity. Bob Geldof was renowned for his scruffy appearance and colourful language so he seemed an unlikely hero. He enlisted the help of Midge Ure from the band Ultravox. Together they composed and recorded a song with the idea of changing people’s lives. 

WHAT THEY DID:
   The Band Aid organisation was born in 1984 when they recorded ‘Do they know it’s Christmas?’ The track was the first of its kind with profits going directly to the Ethiopian famine. Many well-known artists were involved including Bono, Queen, Sting and Boy George. The single became a huge hit and raised 3.5 million in the first 5 weeks of release (Johnson, A. (2009). The track became the fastest selling single of all time. 
   Bob Geldof and his team then flew out to Ethiopia to see how the money was making a difference to the people. Bob Geldof discovered that much of the food could not be transported due to a lack of trucks and an additional 3 million would be needed for distribution. They therefore decided to hold a concert to raise extra funds. 
   Live Aid was the first live concert to be transmitted globally to over 1.5 billion people in 100 countries worldwide. It was held in the Wembley arena UK and the J. F.K. Stadium in Philadelphia and lasted 16 hours in total (This day in History (2018)). The event was a spectacular success both from a fund raising perspective and as a cultural event. It was broadcast live on TV and achieved record viewing figures in the UK.  The Live Aid team originally hoped to raise just one million but the final figure was around £150 million for famine relief (Bobgeldof.com. (2018). 

THE OBSTACLES:   
   Throughout the whole Live Aid campaign there were problems with organisation and the lineup was only agreed at the last minute. Many people doubted Bob Geldof’s credibility, thinking it could be publicity stunt rather than an act of charity and it was therefore a challenge to secure the artists.  They however underestimated his passion and persistence as he would not take ‘no’ for an answer. Secondly, the British government initially taxed the Band Aid single despite all the profits going to charity. Famously Bob Geldof met Margret Thatcher and had a heated debate about the lack of government support for the Ethiopian plight (Garfield, S. (2004).  Later the tax was waived from the single. The Live Aid team had to overcome many obstacles by being persistent and never taking no for an answer and even lying that bands that were on the bill when they had not in fact confirmed or even agreed to play.

HOW IT IMPACTED:
   In the words of one aid worker: "Humanitarian concern is now at the center of foreign policy ... Bob Geldof deserves a lot of credit for that." (Rieff, D. (2005). Although the money that was raised in these events has been spent, the legacy and the concept of these global fundraising events has lived on with great success. It has sparked a new generation of charity events such as Live Earth in 2007 and the All is One Orlando Unity Concert 2016 and singles such as ‘We are the World’.
There has been criticism of the way the money was spent. Both Oxfam and Live Aid struggled to distribute the aid throughout the war stricken country so instead money was given directly to the corrupt Ethiopian government rather than the starving population (Rieff, D. (2005). It is also argued that the aid helped the government in a military campaign that shifted 600,000 civilians from North Ethiopia to South and killed millions. There are often unforeseen consequences even to acts of great generosity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
   Band Aid has proven itself to be a sustainable model with 2million annual revenue still going to causes in third world countries. It is even mentioned in Sustainability: A Biological Perspective being called ‘Perhaps the most influential hybridisation of music with development’ (Morse, S. (2010).  It changed fundraising and pricked the ears of the world to the inequality that still exists in our present day. It is a travesty that half the world is throwing away food whilst the other half is starving. It could also be argued that transmitting the Live Aid concert around 1.5 billion people was a step forward in connecting all corners of the world and confirming our global citizenship. 
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