A History of Steiner Schools

The Advantages and Disadvantages of
Stemer Educatlon in the 21st Century

Rudolf Steiner was an intellectual man who was always
on a quest to find out how science and spirituality inter-
twined and how this tenuous string is linked to the way

we as human beings learn (Nicol & Taplin: 2012, pp.1-4).

The first Steiner school was founded in 1919, just after
the first world war, at a time of major public doubt in
political and educational systems (Ashaly:2009, pp.210) as
well as belief systems. Another element which assisted
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radical thinkers.
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. . The Steiner Curriculum
Steiner’s educational approach was based on themes of Anthro-

posophy and children's innate ability to learn according to their Contrary to popular public belief, Steiner schools do have a curriculum and structure which they

stage of development in order to grow the three aspects of their work around, even if the structure is less rigid than often expected due to experiences in main-

: .. stream schooling. Pre-class 1 children are in Kindergarten (which is arranged in the way one
being, namely body, spirit and soul (Woods et al.: 2005, pp.14). The word & & ( & Y

, , might expect a home to be, with a kitchen and home corner etc.) where they experience the da
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i - : - through play and imaginative practices alone. After children start class 1, at around seven years
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, , of age, they are introduced to concepts which are needed to help them study, practicing shape-
quire knowledge from everything they do (Ashley: 2009, pp.209-210). , , , - ,
forming and letter making as well as story-telling. After acquiring the skills needed to create

However, this can be said for many an acquisition theory. Anthro- : _ _ ,
letters, numbers and use language effectively, the curriculum eventually incorporates subjects

osophy is unique because its focus is on how we seize the
POSOPRY . such as history, geography, geometry, algebra and literature into the daily lessons.

knowledge through not only scientific but also spiritualistic means
and ideals (Gronbach: 2010, pp.1). Steiner believed that the develop-
ment of the self can be achieved through exploring and gaining
knowledge of the natural world, seasons and science, making an

anthroposophist ’a spiritual-scientific explorer’ who fuses the two

differing worlds of thought (Toncheva: 2013, pp.84). The foundations of

anthroposophy stem from theosophy, a Christian philosophical
stream which Steiner was extremely involved with during his life-
time, and both are very similar in regards to the streams of

thought which form them as well as structurally (clemen: 1924, pp.282).
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