Current Affairs Summary – Rare Tudor Paintings Discovered at Cambridge University:
[bookmark: _Hlk178663875]In January 2024, a collection of rare Tudor paintings were discovered by builders in a College at Cambridge University. These paintings were hidden for nearly three centuries, and were painted in the early 16th century and are believed to have been painted to commemorate Margaret Beaufort’s role in refounding the college in 1505. Margaret Beaufort was a prominent figure at this time as she was the mother of the King, Henry VII, this gave her ‘an unparalleled position of power’ (Evans (2024). She was also a key religious patron of many colleges and other religious institutions at this time. These paintings were discovered while a loft space was being restored at the college. ‘Partially concealed by a wooden joist […] their hidden placement likely ensured their survival’ (Rare Tudor paintings discovered at Cambridge University, 2024). This suggests that a key reason for their survival was that they were well hidden. This discovery is key to the discipline of History as it is not often that paintings are this well preserved after being hidden for so long. The paintings also relate to a key part of the History of the college, as they were created to honour Margaret Beaufort who refounded the college in 1505.
[bookmark: _Hlk178508412]Many key news websites have reported on this discovery due to the importance of it within the Historical field. For example, Tudor Extra, a key resource for those focusing on the History of the Tudors. In an article on the website, it states ‘Rare Tudor paintings discovered at Cambridge University’ (Rare Tudor paintings discovered at Cambridge University, 2024). The article explains that the collection has been hidden since 1738 in the roof space of what was probably an original library. It also details the key elements of the paintings; ‘Adorned with three distinct motifs—a crowned Lancastrian rose, the Beaufort portcullis, and a fleur-de-lis’ (Rare Tudor paintings discovered at Cambridge University, 2024). The Lancastrian Rose is key to Margaret Beaufort as she was Lancastrian and the red rose is the emblem of the Royal House of Lancaster, this red rose being crowned could be seen as a representation of the victory of the house of Lancaster in the Wars of the Roses which led to Henry VII being crowned King of England. The Beaufort Portcullis is also featured on these paintings as it is the emblem of Margaret Beaufort’s family which was drawn from the castle that the family are named after, this symbol also was used to show Henry VII’s blood connection to Edward III. The Fleur – de – lis is a key heraldic symbol that has religious and political connotations and is used to show power. These motifs show the connections to Margaret Beaufort and Henry VII and are used to show the importance of the paintings and further supports the idea that these were painted to honour Margaret Beaufort. 
The artnet article details the specifics of the paintings; ‘Spanning six meters in width, the works are estimated to date from the early 16th century, when they were applied to a fine plaster layer with hints of limewash.’ (“Medieval Wall Paintings Are Uncovered at a Cambridge College”) (Artnet News, 2024). This article focuses on this as this information would be useful to readers interested in the history of art and the materials used for art throughout different time periods. This also allows the reader of the article to better understand the images of the paintings.
The Tudor extra article also uses a quote from Dr Christina Faraday, a Cambridge historian who ‘specialises in Tudor and Stuart visual and material culture’ (Faraday, no date). She states, “This is a really exciting and unusual discovery.” (Rare Tudor paintings discovered at Cambridge University, 2024). This shows the importance of the discovery of these paintings. This quote is also used in an Artnet Article where it is further expanded on; “Wall paintings were a relatively cheap and disposable form of decoration, and so were rarely deliberately preserved.” (Artnet News, 2024). This offers insight into why this discovery is significant to historians interested in preservation and why different artefacts are better preserved than others.
Both articles also use a quote from Lord Simon McDonald, Master of Christ’s College. The Tudor extra article reports he said: “It was a surprise when these wall paintings, which have been hidden for almost 300 years, were revealed” ‘((Rare Tudor paintings discovered at Cambridge University, 2024)), and the artnet article expands on this; “After basic restoration, we will store the paintings away once again.” (Artnet News, 2024). These statements further show the importance of this discovery from a historical perspective. This also details the plans the college has for the future of these paintings which would be interesting for a historian. Although displaying these paintings would be beneficial for the college as they are a key part of the college’s history, storing these paintings away will preserve them better, possibly allowing them to be viewed by future generations. A key part of studying history is ensuring that history is recorded and preserved in order to allow future generations to also study this.
Other key news websites have also reported on this discovery, for example BBC news and ITV news, however these articles do not offer as much detail or information into this discovery as they are general news websites instead of subject specific news sites such as Tudor Extra and Artnet.
From a Historian’s perspective this discovery is intriguing as it proves that such historical artefacts can be preserved throughout time even by accident. It also raises the question of how these images were hidden for so long without being discovered. As well as this, it is interesting to discover the future plans that Christ’s College has for these paintings and how they plan to store them to ensure their survival. 
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