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Assignment 3 - Select and critically discuss, three images which can be seen to perpetuate stereotypical attitudes for a group of your choosing. 

This assignment will critically explore and discuss three images from two newspapers and a popular movie that perpetuate stereotypical attitudes towards young people. This assignment will focus on young people, specifically those aged sixteen to twenty five who are not in education, training and employment (NEET). Young people are often stereotyped and this piece of literature will look closely some of these stereotypical attitudes. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Stereotyping involves the representation and evaluation of others in ways which ratify and endorse unequal social relations. It does so by making such representations appear fixed and unchanging as well as in stark contrast to the identities of those who engage in and perpetuate them.
(Pickering, 2015).
Literature by Wyn (2005) found that young people have been negatively represented in the media for a very long time. In a research study by Devlin (2006) it looked closely at young people’s thoughts on stereotyping and it found that the majority of young people who participated in the research felt that they were negatively stereotyped and that the media would only focus on the bad things young people do and not the good things they do.  This piece of literature also touches bases on how stereotyping can have a negative impact; ‘If you don’t show respect you won’t get it back’ (Devlin, 2006, p.40). There can be a negative impact on how young people display themselves and act due to stereotypical views. Therefore, this assignment will go on to critically explore three images that perpetuate stereotypical attitudes towards young people. It will then explore sociological theories linked to the stereotypes outlined in the images.  
Image 1 - Youth violence likely to explode over summer, UK experts fear | Young people | The Guardian
[image: ](Murray, 2021).
Above is an image taken from an article written by Murray (2021) about youth violence and the limited services available to prevent the rise of youth violence in the West Midlands. This article highlights that young people are involved in anti-social behaviour, and violence in the West Midlands and that those figure are rising at a rapid pace, it also indicates that there can be some contributing factors to why there is a rise in figures. Murray (2021) identifies that due to the coronavirus pandemic young people’s emotional and social development has been effected and young people who are suffering from mental health difficulties has had an increase. Therefore, the coronavirus lockdowns and the long period of times where young people’s social interaction was at a low, has affected to the figures of young people involved in violence and antisocial behaviour. Although, this article talks about the mass amount of young people involved in violent crime it also shows empathy towards them in exploring the contributing factors and reasoning behind these young people engaging in such behaviours.
In this image it can be argued that it perpetuate stereotypical attitudes towards young people. This article and image above stereotypes young people from the west midlands to be violent and being the reason for an increase in knife crime and anti-social behaviour. This stereotype of young people has been a common stereotype in society for several years. Literature by Shore (2015) recognises the history of stereotyping of young people who are involved in social groups related to crime. Shore (2015) refers to the 1870’s and the use of the word ‘hooligan’ to describe youths who were involved in crimes ranging from petty crime to violent crime.  A much known criminologist Geoffrey Pearson (1983) released a book around young people from the 1870s and he stated that hooligan is a word commonly used now to describe gang’s of young people during the summers in 1870s to 1900s. Therefore, the image that young people are involved in petty and violent crime has been manifesting for a very long time. 
As The Hertsmere Young Researchers (2011, p.13) states there is going to be a small percentage of young people who engage in violent crime that will cause an ‘overall negative name for the entire group of young people’. This above article emphasises the mass amount of young people and their involvement in knife crime. However The Hertsmere Young Researchers (2011) conducted an online perceptions survey and it was found that 1/8 of those participated had admitted to carrying a knife whereas just under 7/8th of them admitted to not carrying a knife. Therefore, this article is a prime example of young people being stereotyped and negatively portrayed by the media. 

Image 2 – Mean Girls the Movie
[image: Amanda Seyfried Covers Taylor Swift's Mean with Mean Girls References]
Mean Girls is the second image that the writer will critically discuss. This movie is based within a busy public school in Chicago. The storyline is based on a teenager who is trying to fit in at her new public school, after previously being educated by her scientific parents in Africa (Walters, 2004). When the teenager starts to come familiar with her surroundings she notices the popularity divide between students. Mean girls explores a wide range of labelling a stereotypical attitudes throughout the film.
The three main roles I identified are the Queen Bee, the Vengeful Goth, and the New Girl. The Queen Bee is a stereotypical Mean Girl; she is the most popular girl in the school’s most exclusive clique and sets all the trends. There can only be one Queen Bee, and she wields her social power to remain at the top. 
(Kaplan, p.121)
Therefore, it is clear that this movie displays many discriminating and stereotypical attitudes towards several social groups of teenagers. One stereotype within this movie is the different classes of young people. For example The ‘Queen Bee’ in the movie is always going to be upper class and the ‘Wannabe’ is always going to be middle classed (Ryalls, 2011, p.iv). Therefore, young people from families who live in poverty or from a disadvantage background or also known as a ‘lower class’ family would seem to have no chance to achieve academically and socially according to the above stereotype (Durante & Fiske, 2017). Another stereotype and example of labelling from Mean Girls was ‘slut shaming’. According to McMillan (2017) slut shaming within high schools against females has been more widely known in the new millennium years. According to Papp et all (2015) females are often unfairly judged more than males for participating in sexual activity.
These stereotypes can set unrealistic targets and expectations for young people that can lead to it having a negative effect on their emotional health and wellbeing alongside their academic attainment. According to Hean (2009) negative stereotypes can generate individuals to have negative expectations which could have an impact on that individuals self-targets. Although, his film is based in Chicago it is still providing stereotypes of young people and generating those unrealistic targets for the young people watching. This would link to Howard Becker’s (1963) labelling theory and the consequences of this differentiation of different social groups. For many young people finding their social group and having a sense of belonging is an important stage of their adolescent development and that sense of belonging can have many impacts on their emotional health and wellbeing (Allen & Bowles, 2012). 

Image 3 – Newspaper article about youth services having government cuts.
[image: ]
Above is an image taken from an article written by Bulman (2019) regarding cuts to youth services and the involvement of young people in crime and anti-scoial behaviour. The focus of this article is knife crime amongst young people and the role youth services play in supporting these young people. Bulman (2019) identified that there was 43,516 knife related crimes reported to the authority in 2018 between England and Wales. Within the article it is expressed that youth services are known to providing the young people a place to go that will keep them off the street and away from any anti-social behaviour incidents. Bulman (2019) states that youth workers are able to engage with young people in a way that schools and parents are unable to. This would be because youth workers have qualities that allow them to build positive relationship with young people. According to the National Occupational Standards for Youth Work (CWVYS, 2019) youth work should start from where that young person is currently at in their life. Therefore, youth workers are able to engage with these young people during the risk taking behaviour stages to help steer them onto pathways that are more positive. 
This above article and image perpetrates stereotypical attitudes towards young people as well as youth services. The stereotypical images this article perpetrates are that youth services only engage with young people involved in crime and that young people are the reasoning behind anti-social behaviour and knife crime. The stereotypical attitudes perpetrated in these articles can however be argued. Although, youth workers do engage with young people who are involved in anti-social behaviour and crime, they also engage with a wide range of other young people. Rauprich and Loughton (2011) recognises that there is a wide range of settings a youth worker can work within and the different types of young people they work with, this ranges from advocacy, general support, emotional health and wellbeing support, diversionary activities and providing young people with general information and guidance around substance misuse. Therefore, youth services suffering from government cuts will have a knock on effect on a large population of young people, not just those engaging in knife crime. Knife crime no matter how big or small is going to be a concern, however maybe considering why young people are involving themselves in this behaviour can be the answer to reducing such figures. Although, this article has created stereotypical images it has also emphasised the need for youth services to engage with these specific young people. Bulman (2019) has identified a clear need for youth services to actively engage with young people to swerve them onto better life decisions and preventing them from further offending. Mason and Prior (2008, p.32) reflects that the reason youth workers are able to engage with this young people is down to ‘youth workers professional ethos’ and the relationships youth worker build with young people are ‘different to those developed in youth justice or other service settings’.
Within all three images and articles they have displayed stereotypical attitudes towards young people and their social groups. Images one and three displays young people being negatively portrayed by the media, relating to young people involvement in crime. Mean Girls the movie shows the ranges of cultures and social groups within a public school and the reality of trying to fit into these stereotyped groups. All three are  great examples of how stereotypes and inequality has been reproduce throughout the years. The author will go on to explore sociological theories related to the stereotypes raised in the three images. 
The looking glass self is a social interactionism theory that came out by 1902 by Charles Horton Cooley and this theory looks at the process where individuals react and display themselves based on the views of others (Rousseau, 2002). Rahim (2010) claims that there are many similarities between Charles’s looking glass self-theory and social stereotypes on how an individual develops their sense of self and belonging. Therefore, the above three images according to Charles’s theory could have a negative impact on young people’s behaviour and attitudes, which could potential open up more opportunities for the media to publish negative stories regarding young people. Erving Goffman wrote another relevant sociological concept called around social stigmas. According to Clair (2018) ‘stigma is an attribute that conveys devalued stereotypes’. As well, as the looking glass self-theory, the stigma theory can have a negative impact on those young people who are negatively stereotyped. Clair (2018) also claims that stigmatization’s can have many implications on a person’s mental health and wellbeing, their development, their career aspirations and many more. Howard Becker’s Labelling theory is the final theory the author will explore. Within Becker’s (1963) book the ‘Outsiders’ Becker explores how social groups can often be labelled due to a lack of understanding of that social groups rules and beliefs. Rahim (2010) claims that labelling is a form of discriminating and stereotyping groups of individuals. According to Rahim (2010) labelling young people based on assumptions and discriminating factors can be very damaging to those involved, this has also been argued by Becker. 
Therefore, to conclude it is evident that young people are being stereotyped in society and that it can cause a detrimental effect on those involved. Sociological theories such as the looking glass self, the stigma theory and the labelling theory all recognise the possible implications stereotyping can have on a young person or specific social group. According to Lombaard (2015) a wide range of social groups are stereotyped and that stereotyping young people can destroy originality as it destroys all diversity amongst young people, it can also lead young people to feel powerless. Thereofore, it leads young people open to a society that can be extremely overwhelming and difficult to find their sense of belonging. 
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