Theatre review (Doctor Faustus)
The play I shall be reviewing is Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus, which was performed at the globe Theatre, directed by Matthew Dunster in 2011.
My thoughts on Matthew Dunster’s directed version of the play is that of great imagery and performance, I believe that to anyone looking to watch a thrilling and intense showing of Doctor Faustus would enjoy the production him and his team of actors and other stage crew put together.
When watching Doctor Faustus, it shows a new level of intensity that really draws in the audience. A scene that really calls out to me is that of Act five scene two in which Faustus is dragged down to hell. The emphasis on this scene is one that truly shows how much thought and effort that the director put into the show, from the intense sound affects of lightning, to the red light illuminating the stage as spirits appear from the stage, is only one aspect of what makes this scene work so well in catching the audience attention and make them truly feel the fear that Doctor Faustus must have been feeling in that very scene. It also comes down to the pronunciation of the lines that are being yelled out at Faustus with emphasis on words such as ‘look’ as the word being so pronounced that it truly makes you believe that all power is gone from Doctor Faustus, who on stage is seen whimpering on the ground being unable to do anything except take orders. It truly shows the shift of character, to which I do not believe could be achieved by the just reading the play and radiates the amount of aggression coming from the person speaking as he looms over him, which show just how much control he has over Faustus and is almost quite literally above him in all possible ways.
The scene also does a great deal of showing the directors interpretations of the spirits that end up dragging Doctor Faustus down to hell, from the costuming being of masked figures that are bloody and holding what appears to be their own organs, the masks could be an interpretation of the author believing that the masked figures are that of Doctor Faustus victims that he potentially didn’t even see as human just another part of his research, not people worth remembering the features of. I also enjoyed the stage direction for the spirits during this scene, for them to move from the back of the stage and reach out and touching and grabbing onto the actors bring a whole different level of intensity to the scene and a new level to the justification in the play by having the spirits physically touch him and drag him down, it feels as though that the victims get their own vengeance out on the character. In the scenes entirety it was the director’s intentions to show an extreme emphasis on the justice that had been placed on Doctor Faustus.
When it comes to potentially adding onto the performance it seems as though it’d be extremely difficult to add onto it in any way that could benefit the play and leaves little to no room for any interpretation to be done by other directors to make in later productions without missing out or excluding something of importance from what I believe makes the play such a powerful and engaging piece, unless it is through dialogue and actors pronunciation as the directors stage presence with sound and lighting as well as costume hold deep meaning upon close inspection and provides a whole layer of depth to if which removed would in my opinion down grade the production.

