How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? 
Modern policing has drastically changed in recent years and is vastly different to what it has been previously. This necessity to change has been influenced by malpractice and misconduct which has led to the development of policies, procedures and standards that have enabled, promoted, and enforced the professionalism of modern policing. 
This piece of work will explore similar public services to the police and how the professionalism of their services may have some influence over how modern policing is professionalised and will delve into past instances of police malpractice and misconduct which has helped to shape modern policing. 
Previous malpractice and misconduct within the police will also be explored to establish its influence over the professionalism of the policing service along with how the independent organisations such as the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) hold police accountable and regulate these standards and how these aspects influence community confidence within the police. To conclude, once these aspects have been explored and discussed, it is the intention to review progress of how the police service is improving professional standards.
A significant way in which the Police have moved towards being a professionalised organisation is through the implementation of the Code of Ethics (College of Policing, 2014). This document outlines the professional standards, values and requirements that are expected to be followed and upheld by all police officers. Similarly, to this, other professional bodies use comparable documents in outlining their professional requirement within their own scope such as the Nursing and Midwifery Council’s The Code (NMC, 2015). These codes made by professional bodies demonstrate the expected behaviours and characteristics of workers and help to build a unified approach to working within their own industries. 
Policies and procedures are regularly developing and evolving within the police and this development is influenced by independent bodies, such as, the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) and His Majesties Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC). HMIC work independently from the Police and perform regular inspections on the effectiveness, efficiency and people within the police and make recommendations based on these inspections (HMICFRS, 2022). The separation of HMIC from the police is essential as it enables the Police to be held accountable and ensures transparency to increase public confidence. 
Even with the implementation of policies and procedures used to combat professional malpractice and misconduct, it does not necessarily irradicate it. There are many possible reasons as to why someone in a position of power or authority may ignore or dismiss policies and procedures, for example, low salaries, secrecy amongst peers and little oversight and management from seniors (Kumssa. A, 2015). These factors can contribute towards malpractice and reduce the chances of professional conduct being maintained, further demonstrating the need for independent investigating bodies as previously discussed. 
Certain previous incidents of police misconduct have had a serious influence on the professionalism of modern-day policing. A good example of this would be the Scarman report, which came following the Brixton riots in the 1981. The Scarman report found that, although there was violence and disorder that came from the riots, it was largely due to distrust of the police by the public from the disproportionate use of stop and search powers which made it clear that reform was necessary (Taylor. S, 1984. P.20-34). 
The findings from the Scarman report helped to influence the development of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) Codes of Practice in 1984 to restore public confidence within policing (Miller. J, 2019). This legislation is regularly updated to maintain professional practice and reflect the everchanging expectations of the police service and they outline the legalities within the use of policing powers such as arrest, searches, and detention (GOV.UK, 2013). Although these Codes of Practice are regularly updated, it is important that officer’s adherence to these codes of practice is also maintained with the regular review of Police body-worn video as a monitoring tool (HMICFRS, 2021).
There is an ongoing push to progress the professional standards of the Police service and one of the biggest ways that this has been done in recent times is the introduction of the Policing Educational Qualifications Framework (PEQF). The PEQF is designed to provide officers with training, qualifications, and competencies to ensure that a professional, consistent knowledge base using evidence lead learning (College of Policing, 2020). Whilst the PEQF does help to standardise and professionalise Police training, it is important to remember that it also faces challenges as these programmes are run by Higher Education Institutions which tend to have a more generalised approach to teaching which may not necessarily adapt to cater for the specific needs of training Police officers (Hough. A, Stanko. E.A, 2020). 
It is clear that previous malpractice has had a significant impact on the modern Police service as it has driven reform, re-enforced how officers are expected to behave and perform and has helped to move towards the professionalisation of modern policing. Without the Brixton riots and the subsequent Scarman report discussed earlier, the Police and Criminal Evidence act may have taken a much more significant amount of time to be introduce. This has such an impact because the legislation effectively dictates how the Police use their powers within a modern and professional service. Although these previous incidents have been a big driving force into change, it is imperative that the Police service is always being evaluated and assessed by external bodies such as the HMIC to ensure that professional standards are being upheld and relevant legislation is being followed by officers. It is also noted that continual learning is key to maintaining a professional and modern Police service, which is made clear by the recent implementation of the PEQF training.
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How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents?

Media coverage can, in some cases, have a significant effect on public protection incidents (PPI), especially when it comes to policing strategies used to manage them. The effects will be explored within this piece of work to establish how media coverage can have an impact on public protection and to whether this is beneficial or detrimental to the management of public protection incidents.
To do this, this assignment will cover the impact of abuse on victims, including how their safety is maintained, the effectiveness of policing and partner agency practices used in managing public protection incidents, encompassing the role of Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) and the use of intelligence in managing offenders. The links between organised crime groups (OCG) and public protection incidents will also be explored, as well as instances of police using their own position of power to sexually exploit vulnerable victims.
OCG are a huge part of public protection as they have significant impacts on victims, communities and the economy. OCG are responsible for causing a wide range of issues including large financial burdens on the economy from offences including money laundering, fraud and cybercrime (National Crime Agency, 2020). In relation to public protection, OCG are linked as they are significant contributors to issues such as modern-day slavery and child sexual exploitation and county lines where vulnerable members of society are exploited for OCG gain.
Public protection plays a vital role within policing as it ensures that victims of the most serious crime are identified and adequately supported and protected from further exposure to abuse (SUFFOLK CONSTABULARY, 2023). Following abuse, victims can end up developing some serious psychological problems such as depression and post-traumatic stress disorder (Rahtz E , Bhui K , Smuk M , Hutchison. I et al, 2017). For this reason, it is important that appropriate support is given to victims and violent offenders are properly managed, as preventative measures are key to reducing the risk of repeat victimisation (Mazza. M, Marano. G, Castillo. A, et al, 2021).
Effective public protection practices are essential when investigating and managing PPI. Some of the ways in which PPI are managed and investigated include the use of MAPPA, VISOR dangerous person database, Police intelligence briefings and Multi agency risk assessment conferences (MARAC). MAPPA and the VISOR database are one of the key tools used in managing offenders following release from prison and works with violent, sexual, and other dangerous offenders with the aim to reduce levels of serious re-offending (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021). It is broken down into 3 levels based on risk levels and offenders can go up or down the levels depending on the risks present. 
MAPPA also assists in building the data and statistics that are disseminated to the public through the media and so this is a notable aspect of public protection that is affected by media coverage as the public have access this data and scrutinise the outcomes from it. In a follow up inspection of its effectiveness, it was found that there were lower levels of re-offending when MAPPA was involved in managing serious offenders, however the report did note that there was further scop for improvement (Criminal Justice Joint Inspection, 2015). 
As well as MAPPA and the VISOR database used to manage dangerous offenders, there is another important public protection practice in place specifically for high-risk domestic abuse cases known as a MARAC. A MARAC is triggered following a domestic incident that is deemed of a high enough risk that further intervention is required to manage risk and prevent further harm (College of Policing, 2015). Similarly to MAPPA working with agencies such as the probation service, MARAC also uses a multi-agency approach which is more focused towards interventions involving not only other government agencies but social agencies and charities for support. The benefits of a multi-agency approach are significant as they make information sharing a lot more streamlined, however, with that information sharing there is a higher risk of a breach of confidentiality (Thomson. L, Goethals. K, Nitschke. J et al, 2018).
Media coverage can have a significant impact on public protection strategies both good and bad. The media can be a very useful tool when it comes to public protection as it can help to keep the public informed about how PPI’s are managed which also provides reassurance. The media can have massive benefits as it can disseminate the details of a PPI to the public, providing clarity as to what may be going on and allowing scrutiny within these incidents, driving a change in culture and allowing a more open conversation surrounding issues with PPIs (Powell. F, Scanlon. M, 2015. p.124). This is important as it allows for further open discussion surrounding PPIs and can help to ensure that all concerns are raised surrounding these incidents.
On the other hand, the media can also have certain negative impacts on PPIs as they can create false generalisations and negative connotations of certain groups of people. A good example of this being the media reporting on the group of nine Pakistani men sexually abusing underage girls in the Rochdale area of Manchester in 2012. During this, the British media were focussing on these men’s ethnicity, tarnishing south Asian males as “Natural perpetrators” (Gill. A, Harrison. K, 2015. pp. 34-49). This can be detrimental as it allows for negative stereotypes to be formed by the public as the media may not necessarily give an impartial report on a PPI.
In conclusion, there are both positive and negative arguments when discussing media coverage and public protection strategies. The media can be beneficial as it allows and open and honest conversation about how effective policing strategies are in relation to public protection and allows external scrutiny which can be a driver for change and improvement. Although these benefits are good, there are still issues with how the media may report on public protection incidents as they may not always come from an impartial place, allowing for negative spin to be placed on policing strategies and how they are used to manage public protection incidents.
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How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending?

Early intervention is a key consideration when discussing young people offending and re-offending. This assignment will look at theories explaining how offending may begin in young people as well as research to determine what impact, if any, early intervention has on young people offending or re-offending. Within this assignment, the issues of youth gangs targeting young people will also be explored and analysed to understand it’s effect on young people’s offending or likelihood to offend. 

A significant factor determining the likelihood of offending in young people is the level of adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) a young person is exposed to. ACEs can include, but are not limited to, physical, sexual and emotional abuse, loss of a parent, divorce and living with a parent who abuses alcohol or drugs (Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust, 2023). Exposure to ACEs can cause a child to be at a higher risk of being involved with the criminal justice system (Wolff, K. T., & Baglivio, M. T., 2017). 

Whilst it is important to recognise that ACEs lead to an increased risk of youth offending, not all ACEs have the same impact. Astridge. B, Li. W, McDermott. B, et al (2023), found that physical and sexual violence, for example, don’t have the same correlation to youth recidivism as some other ACEs. This study also found that other factors such as gender, positive childhood experiences, strong social bonds, and empathy all had an effect on the correlation between ACES and youth recidivism. This demonstrates the need for a tailored approach to youths involved in criminal justice as each incident will require different outcomes and support to reduce the risk of re-offending.
In addition to ACES, further issues such as substance misuse, poverty or housing issues are also significant factors as to why young people may get involved in criminal activity. Higher risk factors linked to substance misuse include issues such as homelessness and living settings (Barn. R, Tan.J.P, 2015). This is an important consideration when looking into youth offending as serious substance misuse can cause an increased risk of offending, more specifically relating to acquisitive crime (UK Drug Policy Commission, 2008). It is important that these different factors are considered when juveniles are involved in the criminal justice process as they may be serious factors that lead to the initial offending taking place.

The need for early intervention in managing these issues is imperative and it is essential that these issues are managed with appropriate support at the earliest opportunity due to their increased likelihood of youth offending. One way in which this is done is with Youth Offending Teams (YOT). These teams look at a child’s background and use a joint working approach, working with Police, probation, housing, schools and other services in order to keep young people away from crime (GOV.UK, 2023). These services work together to facilitate a joint approach, ensuring that underlying causes are also taken into consideration when a young person is involved with the criminal justice system and aim to reduce re-offending.

It is important that the needs of young people are met and that they are continuously supported after being involved in the criminal justice process to try and reduce the re-offending rates. A lot of young people are given community sentences rather than custodial as custodial sentences tend to have the worse outcomes in terms of re-offending (Koops-Geuze, G. J., Wermink, H. T., & Weerman, F. M, 2023). In addition to this, once a child is involved in offending and goes through the criminal justice system, they are more likely to re-offend, and, in recent years, there has been a decrease in the proportion of young people being arrested and a decline in the number of first-time offenders (BRADSHAW, J, 2016 p.309). This demonstrates a need for early intervention to prevent re-offending as recidivism rates increase when young people are involved in the criminal justice process, therefore, efforts should be made to prevent children entering this process at all, where possible, through support of the issues discussed earlier in this work relating to ACEs and substance misuse.

Further to the benefits of community sentences over its custodial counterpart, community based interventions are also a good way of easing the impact of ACEs on an individual (Addis. S, Hopkins. J, 2022). This is an essential early intervention within the criminal justice system in tackling the onset and continuation of offending in young people and is a significant strength in tackling the underlying issues influencing young people’s offending. 

On the other hand to this, Pamment. N (2019), found that youth offending teams that offer support to young people through the criminal justice process miss a lot of their targets and do not have a significant impact in reducing re-conviction with young people. This is a significant finding as it undermines the argument of external issues of ACEs and substance misuse being a significant factor in offending and re-offending in young people and suggests that maybe early intervention may not actually be very beneficial in preventing or reducing offending rates within this demographic. 

In conclusion, early intervention in an attempt to prevent young people entering the criminal justice system in the first place is important in reducing and preventing offending and re-offending due to the poor outcome rates of recidivism coming out of the criminal justice system, however, there are issues with how this is being tackled as YOT may not be having the desired outcomes when working with young people. On the other hand, the community-based interventions are a good way of reducing the re-conviction rates at an early stage within the criminal justice system. Further research is needed in establishing what other interventions can be considered at the early stages of young people’s offending.
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Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders?

Rehabilitating offenders is a critical aspect of the criminal justice system. There is a growing consensus that the traditional punitive approach of the criminal justice system is not effective in reducing re-offending rates and promoting public safety. Partnership approaches have emerged as a promising alternative to the traditional approach. This essay explores the effectiveness of partnership approaches in rehabilitating offenders and also looks at the drawbacks that these approaches may have by looking at research linked to different approaches used to facilitate the rehabilitation of offenders.

Partnership approaches include information sharing and inter-agency working between criminal justice, probation, police, education, and other agencies that can assist with issues such as drug and alcohol misuse. The aim of this is to support offenders and address their needs based on individual circumstances and allows for a more holistic overview and management of offenders and ensures that not one singular agency takes the burden of rehabilitation as there is not a one size fits all approach (Ministry of Justice, Home office 2020). These approaches are evidence lead which emphasises the need for constant research and evaluation into the best approaches for rehabilitation and aim to move the focus away from previous offending and punishment, onto reintegration into society. 

[bookmark: _Hlk137498742]Research has shown that partnership approaches are effective in reducing re-offending rates and promoting public safety. Yucel. S, Paget. J (2017) describes how the implementation of community and faith-based organisations working in partnership with the criminal justice service and other partner agencies is effective in reducing recidivism rates. The author also discusses the Muslim community in particular its disproportionality of offenders within the criminal justice system and how neither the government nor the Muslim community could solve this issue individually. This is a clear indication that partnership approaches are important when rehabilitating offenders as they allow these organisations to work together in a way that can facilitate the reduction of recidivism rates in offenders.

Another study from Hoeve, M., McReynolds, L.S. & Wasserman, G.A. (2014) further demonstrates that recidivism rates decrease with partner agency collaboration. This work found that recidivism rates dropped threefold when individual were referred to the correct mental health services compared to those who were not, again, demonstrating how the underlying issues linked to higher rates of offender recidivism are being tackled by all relevant stakeholders.

Furthermore, partnership approaches have been found to be cost-effective. The previous approach of the criminal justice system fails to identify and work with the underlying causes that lead to recidivism. Alternatively, partnership approaches take a holistic approach in identifying the root causes of offending behaviours such as mental health issues, substance misuse and housing issues which can help to reduce the risk of recidivism by rehabilitating and re-integrating rather than simply punishing. This is important as it allows an individual to be appropriately supported and managed when exiting the criminal justice system.

Although there is a clear benefit to partnership approaches when rehabilitating offenders, there are drawbacks in terms of their implementation. A big challenge facing a partnership approach is coordination and communication between criminal justice agencies and community organisations. Criminal justice and community agencies can often work in very separate environments which can cause a failure or reduction in cohesion and therefore a less effective partnership approach. One way in which this is dealt with is using local integrated offender management arrangements. These arrangements allow for better information and intelligence sharing to ensure that the basis for multi-agency problem solving is maintained and focused on the individual (Home Office, 2015). This also allows for regular updates between services and allows for an individuals progress and support to be tracked.

Another challenge with a partnership approach to rehabilitating offenders is with a lack of funding available for stakeholders involved. A good example of this is mental health services which currently are chronically underfunded whereby mental health issues take up 28% of the burden of disease but only 13% of NHS spending. (Centre for Mental Health, 2023). This is not unique to mental health services as other stakeholder such as education services are also burdened by the same issues and it demonstrates an inability for certain partner agencies to effectively participate in a partner agency approach to rehabilitating offenders. To address this challenge, partnership approaches require adequate funding and resources for community organisations and other stakeholders to work effectively and produce positive outcomes as alternatively, the rehabilitation of offenders may not be as effective, causing an increase in the rates of recidivism.

In conclusion, Partnership approaches are potentially a very beneficial alternative to traditional rehabilitation approaches from the criminal justice service alone and have the potential to deliver promising results. Partnership approaches involve input on a multi-agency level between the criminal justice service and other stakeholders involved in the rehabilitation of offenders and take a holistic view of underlying issues linked to recidivism and how these can be managed to better rehabilitate offenders. Research has shown that partnership approaches can be effective in reducing re-offending rates and maintaining public safety as well as tackling the ongoing risks of recidivism that are present when offenders exit the criminal justice process. On the other hand, partnership approaches face challenges that are not particularly easy to solve and require more governmental changes such as where funding goes and how money is spent as well as other more manageable challenges such as the lack of coordination and communication which is managed through the use of local integration offender management arrangements. 
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