Essay: Summarise the main points of Confucius and Mencius’s thoughts by Lizzie Mansfield
In Ancient China, many Schools of Thought were formed, and each had their own philosophers. One of these School of Thought was Confucianism and it became one of the most popular and well known. There were three famous Confucian philosophers. In this essay I will be discussing Confucius and Mencius, the first and second famous Confucian philosophers respectfully, and the main ideas of their philosophies.
First, I will write about Confucius, the founder of Confucianism. Confucius (also known as Kong Fuzi or Kongzi for short, but his true name was Kongqiu) was born around 551 BCE and died at around 479 BCE. (Tan and Bailey, 2013, p.19). He lived in the Spring and Autumn Period of Ancient China, which was from around the year 722 BCE to the year 468 BCE. He was born in the Lu State, which in present day China is around Qufu in the Shandong province. He was known to be a great teacher and would travel around the different states and take on disciples, who he would teach his philosophies to. He would also go to the various different courts of the kings and offer them advice. The most well-known writing of Confucius’ philosophies from Ancient China was the Analects, a book that was not written by Confucius himself but by his disciples, who recounted their experiences with Confucius and the things he told them. (Riegel, 2013).
Now I will begin to discuss the main aspects of Confucius’s thoughts and philosophies. One of the most important of these aspects is the concept of ren. It usually translates as benevolence, but it can have other meanings such as: perfect virtue, humaneness, goodness, authoritative conduct and humanity. The concept mostly involves being kind to others and the idea of treating others as you would yourself. It put emphasis on filial piety and that rulers should adhere to the Mandate of Heaven. The Mandate of Heaven was a declaration that a ruler was chosen by heaven to be in his position and if he performed his duties badly, it was permitted that the ruler could be removed from his position. Confucius often advised rulers to use ren, which meant rule fairly and treat the people they rule kindly. 
Another very important one of the aspects is the concept of Li. Li can be translated as: ceremony, ritual propriety, rites and rules of propriety. Confucius reinvented the idea by expressing that it was a good thing to have. The concept of li and ren often go hand in hand with each other.
Next is the aspect of the concept of Dao. Dao means way.
Then is the aspect of the concept of He. He translates as harmony.
Now I will write about the aspect of the concept of Junzi. Junzi translates as many things. It has been translated as exemplary person, noble person, superior man, gentleman, paradigmatic man and virtuous man. But generally, a junzi is what someone would aspire to be in Confucianism. They would achieve this by following the teachings of Confucius.
 Next is the aspect of the concept of Xue. Xue means learning.
Then is the aspect of the concept of Wen. Wen translates as culture.
Now I will write about the aspect of the concept of Si. Si means thinking.
The last three concepts are about education. Confucius believed in the importance of education. Confucius stated that the concepts of xue and si have to work together, a person must have both, otherwise studying would be very hard to grasp properly.
Now I will write about the second most famous Confucian philosopher, Mencius. Mencius is the Latinised form of his name, which is Mengzi or his birth name Meng Ke. Mencius was born in around 372 BCE and died in about 289 BCE. Mencius was born in the small State of Zou, which was near to the State of Lu where Confucius was born. Mencius was alive in the period of time called the Warring States in Ancient China, which occurred from the year 403 BCE to the year 221 BCE. (Richey, Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy). It is said that Mencius was taught by a man by the name of Zisi, who happened to be the grandson of Confucius. It is also believed that Mencius became a minster for the State of Qi. The State of Qi was where the very famous Jixia Academy existed, and it was a home of Ancient Chinese Thought. Many different philosophers studied there, and Mencius was no exception. Mencius stayed at Jixia Academy as a scholar during his time as the minister of Qi, studying on Confucian philosophies amongst other things. After that he travelled around to the different states teaching disciples and advising rulers, just like his predecessor before him had done. It is said that he did this for forty years before he retired. The most famous writing on Mencius’s philosophies from Ancient China is Mencius, the self-titled book on his thoughts, written by the man himself and his disciples. 
Next, I will start to discuss the main points of Mencius’s thoughts. The most important point of Mencius’s thoughts and philosophies is his beliefs on human nature. Mencius had the belief that human nature was inherently good. (Norden, 2019). Mencius often used this following example to illustrate his belief. A young child wanders off, trips and falls into a well. People witness this event and immediately rush over to try and help the child out of the situation they have ended up in. They don’t do it out of some ulterior motive but instinctively. This, Mencius states, shows that humans are born inherently good because they would do this without a second thought and out of the goodness of their hearts.
Mencius also continued to put emphasis on the concept of ren, like his predecessor Confucius had done. He also took the concept of ren further when advising rulers. He said that the people were more important than the ruler and as such should be treated fairly and with respect. For they gave the ruler his position in the first place and they could easily take it away from him if he was a bad ruler due to the Mandate of Heaven. Mencius also tried to advocate the reducing of the tax rates, free trade and the tax burden to be shared more equally.
Mencius had his predecessor’s beliefs in education, putting a lot of emphasis on the concept of zhi. Zhi translates as wisdom. He believed that all should receive an education, whether they were poor or rich, nobility or otherwise. Each person should be taught on their intellectual level and the lessons should be adapted as such. Mencius especially advocated the analysis and questioning of texts, rather than memorisation. 
Mencius also believed in destiny as well. He stated that a person that followed destiny would live a long and happy life. But a person who didn’t follow destiny and rebelled against it would have an unhappy and unfulfilled life and die before their time.
In conclusion, I have summarised the main points of Confucius and Mencius’s thoughts and they both really placed importance on the concept of ren, especially in terms of rulers being fair to their people.
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