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Targets from my previous assignment
	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	
Devise a clear structure that allows you to clearly demonstrate how you are addressing each component of the assignment.

	
I have used clear headings to ensure I stay on track with each section of the assignment.

	
Try to support your key messages with research, who agrees? who disagrees?

	
I have tried to include more theories and research to support my work and knowledge.

	
Provide a counter argument for recommendations made or critically evaluate aspects to be cautious with.

	
Where possible, I have tried to summarise different theories and compare them.






Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.

This essay will follow the British Educational Research Association ethical guidelines for educational research according to the 2024 fifth edition. (BERA, 2024)
School X, located in the urban area of Swansea East, serves a diverse and growing community. With a focus on inclusivity and well-being, the school has demonstrated a commitment to supporting its pupils and their families, particularly in areas of disadvantage. This community profile examines how the school can make use of its local environment, community resources, and existing partnerships to support pupil learning. By drawing on relevant educational theories and local opportunities, this profile highlights strategies for further enhancing student engagement, academic achievement, and social development.

Community Profile 
School X is located in an urban area, in the Swansea East area of Wales. According to School X’s Estyn report (2023), School X is an inclusive and supportive school with strong leadership, focused on the well-being and progress of pupils. The headteacher and leadership team work effectively to address disadvantage and provide excellent support for pupils and their families. The school provides solid support for pupils with additional learning needs, with effective planning and involvement from parents and outside agencies. School X serves a diverse community in Swansea, it has 444 pupils on roll currently (My Local School, 2024). This averages at 54 pupils per year group, accounting only for pupils of statutory school age. School X’s Estyn (2023) report states the school had 435 pupils on roll in 2023 which suggests that the school’s pupil enrolment rate is at a steady increase. 
School X has a flying start which is a support programme for families, with children under the age of 4, living in areas of deprivation in Wales (Welsh Government, N.D). It benefits the community by providing accessible, quality childcare that supports children's development and well-being. It fosters strong partnerships with parents, ensuring effective communication and involvement in their children's care. There are 20 registered places for Flying Start at School X (Care Inspectorate Wales, 2022).
School X’s free school meal average is 34% (My Local School, 2024) without accounting for new Welsh Government legislation for universal primary free school meals as of September 2024 (Welsh Government, 2024). When compared to the two schools nearest to School X in the area, with free school meal rates of 32% and 39%, this percentage falls within the same range. School X’s efforts to provide strong support for families are crucial for improving outcomes in a community where some areas experience higher deprivation. 
The supportive and inclusive environment at School X, along with its strong connections to the local community, aligns well with the principles outlined in David Sobel's research. By providing targeted support through initiatives like the Flying Start programme and fostering partnerships with families, the school emphasises the importance of community engagement. This approach resonates with Sobel's argument that education should be closely connected to the local environment and culture.
David Sobel's place-based education research into connecting classrooms and communities (2004) emphasises the value of linking education to the local environment, culture, and community. Sobel argues that this approach helps students better understand their surroundings and fosters a sense of responsibility and belonging. He advocates for a curriculum that includes local history, geography, and issues, encouraging students to engage with their environment.
In Swansea, with its rich industrial history, cultural diversity, and proximity to the Gower Peninsula, Sobel's approach is highly relevant. School X could integrate local heritage, such as the city’s maritime history and environmental issues, into the curriculum to deepen students’ connection to their community. This would align with the Welsh Government’s Curriculum for Wales (2022), which promotes community engagement and sustainability. School X in Swansea could collaborate with local organisations and involve students in environmental or cultural projects that contribute to their community.
By adopting community-based education, School X can enhance students' sense of local pride, academic engagement, and social responsibility, while supporting Wales' broader educational goals.
Urie Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory (1994) explains how different environmental layers impact a child’s development. Bronfenbrenner’s theory highlights the importance of community in a child’s life. A supportive community influences the child’s development by providing resources, stability, and social opportunities. Strong connections between family and community (mesosystem) also enhance development. The theory underscores the interconnectedness of various systems, including community, in shaping individual experiences and development, suggesting that learning within a community context enhances understanding and growth. (Crawford, 2020)

Suggestions for Community Engagement
1. Engaging the parent / carer community
Parental engagement enhances children’s learning and development while also creating a close-knit relationship with members of the school community. According to UK Government (2011) there are a few challenges in reaching and involving disengaged parents. The first is the perception of obstacles; parents feel there is a lack of encouragement and insufficient information on how to help their children. Hosting parent workshops and information sessions on topics such as supporting children’s learning at home or understanding the school curriculum can empower parents with the knowledge and tools, they need to support their child’s development. It is proven that nearly 87% of a child’s waking hours is spent outside of school, primarily at home. (Wherry, 2004) These sessions can also provide a platform for parents to ask questions and share concerns, creating a collaborative approach to problem-solving.
School X has a member of staff in the role of a Family and Community Engagement Officer (FACE). This specific role allows the school to cater time to plan events and ways to engage the local community. The school already runs an event ‘Well-being Wednesdays’ which occurs roughly once a term. This is where they invite local businesses and organisations to the morning to support parents and carers. They have utilised organisations such as: Swansea City AFC, CAMHS, the local food bank and representatives from the local church. This allows parents and carers to seek support and advice from organisations in one place. My suggestion to further enhance this would be to make it a more regular opportunity for the community. I anticipate that making an event like this more regular is difficult to organise while also maintaining uptake. Perhaps organising different organisations and businesses to attend on different weeks will maintain uptake and involvement.
One of the most effective strategies for engaged interaction with the parent and carer community is through regular and open communication. This can be achieved through newsletters, emails, or a dedicated school app that provides updates on school events, important dates, and pupil progress. By keeping parents informed, they feel more involved and connected to the school community, which helps build trust and a shared sense of responsibility in supporting their child’s education.
Finally, School X can consider establishing a parent advisory group or school council, where parents and carers can offer feedback on school policies and suggest ways to improve the school’s practices. This would give the parent and carer community a voice in decision-making, promoting a sense of ownership and collaboration in the school’s development. By implementing these strategies, School X can cultivate an inclusive, engaged, and supportive parent and carer community.

2. Using the immediate local area as a way to support learning
School X has lots of nearby transport links that could be used in the children’s education of the local community. The closest bus stop is 0.04 miles to the school while the nearest train station is 0.7 miles from the school (Check My Street, 2024). These links could be used to aid in the maths development of timetables, concept of time and to interpret a 24-hour clock.
School X was purpose built in 2007 and is situated next to a park within the area as well as being close to the beach. The new curriculum for Wales emphasises the importance of health and well-being for all learners as a cross-curricular skill. A visit to the park or beach encourages physical activity, promoting physical health, and provides opportunities to learn about the importance of maintaining an active lifestyle. It also supports emotional well-being by offering a space for social interaction and developing resilience through outdoor play and team activities.
The school is in partnership with a local church which also runs a foodbank and community café which is described as:
A warm and comfy space, with a friendly environment and free drinks and snacks. (Swansea Council, N.D)
The new curriculum encourages an understanding of community and local culture in the Area of Learning and Experience of Humanities. By visiting a church that runs a foodbank and community cafe, children can gain a deeper understanding of how communities work together to support one another, particularly in times of need. These visits offer a real-life example of community engagement, showing students how local institutions contribute to the well-being of those in the area.
One of the core aspects of the Curriculum for Wales is the promotion of literacy. A visit to the library provides students with access to a wide range of reading materials, which can support the development of their reading, writing, and communication skills. The nearest library is on-site of the school grounds with only a security door in separation. The library holds regular weekly events which are signposted for the children to attend by the school. In a society where technology is beyond prevalent, these events include topics such as: LEGO clubs, jigsaw clubs, colouring clubs and games clubs which encourage the children to utilise the library facility.
The River Tawe is a key waterway running through Swansea, Wales, flowing from the Brecon Beacons National Park to the sea at Swansea Bay. It is a significant part of the city's history and development, having played an essential role in Swansea's industrial past, particularly in the coal and copper industries. The river provides a great chance for children to explore science, including ecosystems, biology, and water properties. By interacting with the environment, students can ask questions, test water quality, and investigate, encouraging curiosity and hands-on learning.
When speaking to the Senior Mentor of School X, it was said that the schools close vicinity to Kilvey Hill is not utilised enough, and the children are only taken up there once or twice a year. It could therefore be suggested that School X utilise Kilvey Hill’s nature to enhance their Forest Schools study. This could be done through activities such as bark rubbing, collecting different leaves or even allowing the children to have free reign in a risk assessed area. When the writer visited School Y, they had an on-site Forest Schools woodland where children were able to explore freely in their time slot. The writer observed students creating their own gym, making mud pies as well as playing with hammocks and tyre swings. Coates (2019) explained that through a trial of a 6-week forest School programme, it was found that the blend of a mainstream environment with the concept of Forest School contributes to a child’s holistic development through the children experimenting with play. This supports and emphasises social constructivist play which braces the practices of Forest School.
Trips to the local supermarket are beneficial and can not only assist in teaching the handling of money but can also aid classroom learning on the trade of food. The visit can teach children about the economy, supply and demand, and responsible consumerism. They can learn about real life experiences such as: shopping lists, budgeting, using recipes and finding ingredients. This ties into the curriculum's emphasis on understanding the world around them, including how local and global economies function.

In conclusion, School X's location within a vibrant and historically rich community offers numerous opportunities to enhance student learning. By integrating local history, culture, and natural resources into the curriculum, and fostering strong connections with local organisations and parents, the school can enrich the educational experience of its pupils. The implementation of community-based learning, as advocated by educational theorists such as David Sobel and Urie Bronfenbrenner, will not only support academic achievement but also nurture students' sense of responsibility and pride in their local community. Through continued collaboration and creative use of its environment, School X can further strengthen its role as a hub for both education and community engagement.
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