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How does Claudian attack Eutropius in his In Eutropium?


Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_I9chhb4q]Claudian’s In Eutropium is an influential piece of Roman historical literature due to its author’s significance throughout the late Classical period, being one of the final momentous poets of the period. Having attained the status of vir clarissimus, he was the author of a substantial number of works, including panegyrics, epistles, and satirical epigrams, which, when combined, constitute what is commonly referred to as the Claudianus minor. Mostly honouring the consulship of his patron Stilicho, Claudian’s poems reflect his political interests and suggests a significant relationship between patron and poet. Written principally to prepare for Stilicho’s intervention in the east, in the hope of establishing his political relevance in Constantinople. The view of the elite over Eutropius' appointment to the consulship of the Eastern Empire is reflected in this work, written in the year 399 CE; the most common viewpoint in scholarship is that the purpose of the piece was to attack Eutropius personally, Emma Burrell arguing that it is an epic narrative with vituperative elements. Eutropius was an influential eunuch politician, becoming praepostius sacri cubiculs, playing a significant role under the emperor Theodosius, and later in the court of Arcadius planning and the preparation of administrative and military decisions. 

The Presentation of Eutropius
[bookmark: _Int_4tGYFskN][bookmark: _Int_c6YmT7fL]Claudius’s In Eutropium begins by recounting the career of Eutropius, however attempts to portray him as a corrupt and ineffective leader. Blaming him for the creation or furthering of the division between the Western and Eastern empires, Claudian expresses his distrust, likely echoing that of Stilicho, for eunuchs as indictive of foreign culture, explaining Eutropius’ relation with the Parthian custom of castration before puberty. Claudius describes Eutropius’ rise to power as if some twisted play by the gods themselves, listing mythological stories more believable than the appointment of a eunuch as consul. In Book One, he states Eutropius is a “master of every strategem for the undoing of chastity”, an accusation implying the role of the politician in the corruption of Roman traditions involving family life, and the wider cultural implications of this. This quote likely refers to the idea that Eutropius, while not being able to engage in traditional sexual relationships, was still capable of manipulating, seducing, and otherwise controlling women in power, with specific mention of married women or otherwise maternal figures. This can be seen as a corruption of their virtue and as such threatens the moral or physical ruin of otherwise noble or righteous women, thus threatening the state of Roman traditional values and wider society, as well as the preservation of honour. Similarly, Claudian’s description of Eutropius as a “master” of such strategies implies the idea that this behavior is habitual, and he is skilled in the seduction of such women. This has the potential of furthering the typical Roman suspicion of eunuchs, particularly in consideration of their usual role as a protector, particularly regarding the safeguarding of the family, as eunuchs should not have been capable of sexual involvement with their clients. Claudian likely homes in on the fact that Eutropius is a eunuch, describing him as an “unsexed tyrant” in Book Two, due to the fact that there was a prevalent distinction and therefore dislike of the ‘barbarian’ during the fourth century, considering it was a time of great political upheaval as well as the introduction of myriad cultural and religious practices, dissimilar from standardised, traditional Roman procedure. This led to greater discomfort regarding the barbarian, and the unobstructed conversation regarding Eutropius’ sexual capabilities, allows a fuller understanding of his physical state as an outsider, or barbarian, who has suffered a procedure that originated outside of Rome, as it was customary in Assyria and the Parthia.
Similarly, Claudian reflects on Eutropius’ inability to lead effectively, as well as the moral implications of his power, by considering his options post-consulship, considering why he should “pile up [his] riches”, as he has no kin to pass it down to. Claudius also demonstrates his displeasure with the consul through his statement in Book one: “Did Egypt fall before Augustus, and Crete before Metellus to ensure Eutropius a sufficient income?”, alluding to previous events in the history of the Roman Empire through its links to previous emperors and generals. Augustus was one of the most significant emperors in the history of Rome, setting up the now widely known imperial system, with specific regard to his conquest of Egypt after the Battle of Actium in 31 CE, allowing him to become the undisputed master of the entire empire, preparing the title of princeps and allowing the later Julio-Claudian emperors to follow in his name. Comparably, the reference to Metellus allows his audience to reflect on the actions of the previous general, whose victory over Crete quelled piracy and thus improved Roman trade systems through the acquisition of important resources, increasing their influence across the Mediterranean. By referencing these two historical figures, Claudius implies the actions of Eutropius are incomparable, and significantly less salient; thus, highlighting Eutropius’ rise to power and wealth through manipulation, rather than merit, service, duty or military accomplishment, unlike those before him. Also, Claudius repeats his disapproval as, following Eutropius’ demise, he states: “That name erased, our annals breathe once more, and better health is restored to the palace now that it has at last vomited forth its poison”.
Claudian also comments on Eutropius’ physical degradation as a result of his previous life as a slave, referencing the abuse he faced as a eunuch. He asks: “How many master's has he had, in how many sale-catalogues has he appeared?” directly referencing his former life, evoking the image of his previous ability to be bought and sold as ‘property’, with no agency or honour. This directly reflects his attack on the court and wider political system, questioning how a man of no use, honour or experience can reach such a post of political relevance and social importance. Similarly, it attacks his legitimacy as a consul due to its emphasis on his lack of moral foundation. Claudian also comments on his physical appearance, stating his “foul complexion and lean body offended all that came into contact with him”. This links to his previous statement regarding his sale as property, referencing the need to enquire whether he had contracted disease. Contrasting his physical appearance to his reputation, considering the second book was published following Eutropius’ corruption and fall from power, Claudian suggests that his decline is not only external by way of his appearance, but internal, through his moral and political judgements. The idea of his physical appearance degrading over time conjures imagery of degeneration and aligns with Claudian’s portrayal of the idea that he has lost his usefulness and value, even adding the fact that he is “worth buying simply to punish”. By portraying Eutropius in this way, Claudian underscores his unworthiness of power and previous corruption by displaying his transactional nature as a previous slave, and his lack of integrity through his physical degeneration.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_1Md9SwiB][bookmark: _Int_zHxLsxoO]Overall, the portrayal of Eutropius in Claudian’s In Eutropium is deeply distrusting and negative, reflecting the author’s loyalty to his patron and the political opinions and interest of the elite, particularly those who orchestrated his downfall, or were in favor of it. Claudius presents Eutropius as a morally corrupt figure, manipulative and deceitful. Through his portrayal of Eutropius as a political figure, Claudius furthers the distrust and prejudice against eunuchs by accusing Eutropius of corrupting the court system, through the use of strategies such as seduction to undermine traditional values, the moral integrity of the populace, and the integrity of the political system. Ultimately, Claudian attacks Eutropius repeatedly, through describing his use of a litany of dishonest tactics, as well as his physical degradation and previous life as a slave in order to attack his character and comment on the quality of the Roman courts, due to the fact that the system allowed such a figure, with seemingly no merit, to exploit the system for his own personal gain, as well as profiting from the sacrifice of others before him.
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