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Rationale

The term Virtual learning environment (VLE) is used to describe a web-based platform used widely in education for delivering teaching and learning materials. The Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC, 2007) defines a VLE as a set of components in which learners and tutors can participate in ‘online’ interactions of various kinds, including learning. 
The use of VLE have been linked with formal learning and with relationship between teachers, students and schools. Supported by the availability of the internet, there has been increased interest in the use of VLE to enhance teaching and learning within institute of higher educations. Increasingly, universities and college of higher learning are using internet-based technologies to not only incorporate ICT technology into their course content but also complement their traditional face-to-face teaching.  VLE provide a platform to manage the learning experience, communicate the intended learning experience and facilitate teachers’ and students’ involvement in the experience (Sneha & Nagaraja, 2013) 
The impact of VLE on students’ learning experience has been widely debated since the emergence of VLE in 2000.  Empirical evidence suggests that the use of a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) has an impact on student achievement, encourages independent learning and increases students’ motivation to learn (JISC, 2008). On the other hand, some will argue the need for classroom-based learning. They regard VLEs and other online learning resources as a waste of time and resources that does not offer added value to the teaching-learning process, while others go beyond to state that this type of technology does little to stimulate students' learning (Herrera Mosquera, Leonardo, 2017).
The purpose of this report is to find out what impact the use of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) - Moodle have on students’ learning experience University of Wales Trinity Saint David London. 
A conclusion and recommendation will be made based on the analysis of both the primary and secondary data.   Primary data were collected using questionnaire amongst 20 students taking different courses at different levels and from diverse cultural background. 









Rationale: 
Objectives:
To prepare a research report on the impact of VLE- Moodle on students’ learning experience in University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 

Methodology: 
The method used here utilizes qualitative and quantitative research methodologies. 
The qualitative research method employed in this report consist of analysis of published research materials on the impact of VLE on students in general. The quantitative method included the use of questionnaire. The questionnaire consists of 10 questions using a 3-point Likert Scale (see appendix 1). Quantitative method of data collection was chosen because it relies primarily on collection and analysis of numerical data. The questionnaire allows measuring response by a particular set of people and sometimes studying the relationship of these response to another set. It provides structured, often numerical data and it is administered without in the absence of the researcher (Cohen et al 2000). 
In this report, the questionnaire used elicit views and perceptions of their learning experience with Moodle. Primary data were collected using questionnaire amongst 20 students across many disciplines and diverse cultural background. Of the 20 participants, 14 were females and 7 males.  

The first question seeks students’ perception of how they feel when studying online. 15% of the participants felt confident in the use of Moodle (VLE). The remaining 85% said the were either confident or very confident.  
Question 2 solicit students’ response about knowledge of how their work is accessed. 55% of the students surveyed gave a definite yes, while 35% were not sure and the rest said they were not sure.
 and 4 are closed questions and seek students’ experience of using the internet to study. Average result indicates that 68% of students were conformable in the use of the university’s VLE (Moodle) system in contrast to …. % . 
Questions 3 and 6 solicit students’ response about other activities they may embark on when using the VLE system. 
Question 5 seek students’ response to sticking to schedule with regards to using the VLE. Here, 20% 0f the participants say they always stick to their schedule with 60% indicating not always. The rest are not always. 
Question 10 ask participants to indicate on a scale of 1-10 how much they enjoyed using Moodle VLE. 40% of the students say ‘sometimes’, 25% participants say they did not enjoy the experience always with 10% indicating they enjoy the experience ‘always’. The results derived from the questionnaire are presented in excel spreadsheet and graph. (see appendix 1 and 2). 
Ethical considerations: 
All the participants gave their consent to participate in the study and were informed of the process. It was clear to all participants that no personal information would be revealed, nor any kind of harm be done as a result of their participation in this study in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation 2018. The students were told that the study was focused on how they reacted to the use of Moodle VLE in their various courses. 
Literature review:
As stated by Barker and Gossman (    ) it is not easy to say exactly when VLE came into existence but record indicates that the first of such application dates back to 2000 when “Blackboard” first became available. By 2010, the Blackboard software was used in over 60 countries and over 4000 users. In 2001, the Moodle VLE was officially introduced into the world of using computer for learning purpose. The Moodle was initially introduced to enable interaction and collaborative study to enhance learning online. The rapid growth of Moodle saw the software being used in 212 countries with over fifty thousand users with 75 languages. Thus in the UK, between 2003 and 2004 it is reported that 58% of higher institutions in the UK has a VLE. This figure rose to 92% by 2009.  
In the UK, following the Uk Government strategic paper in 2005 – ‘Harnessing Technology’, geared to transform learning and children services. The paper emphasise the importance for that providers of education to make effective use of technology. Barker and Gossman reported that in 2009, the Office of Standard in Education (OFSTED) had reported that a good number of schools were already embarked on investigating the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on students’ learning. Ofsted published a report which shows that more than half of the schools investigate reported that there was a positive impact. The same investigation further education colleges showed positive impact. 
Positive impact of Virtual learning environment has been well documented. Barker et al in their studies discussed one of the empirical researches carried out by across West Virginia. One of the studies looked at where students and teachers were allowed to used software collaboration tool that enables them to communicate online. The study concluded that Virtual Learning Environments enhances students’ thoughts and encourages independent thinking.  
In a similar paper, Barker et al reported that Crook, (2000); Seabolt & Arends, (2000) and Muirhead, (2001), “all express the view that web-based instruction does not allow for the social and emotional interaction that takes place in traditional classrooms. They reported that in 2001 Piccoli, Ahmad, & Ives compared, using a longitudinal experimental design, classes taught using
VLEs with traditional teacher-led classes. They found no significant differences
in learning performance between the environments. However, the participants in
the VLE group reported being less satisfied with the learning process. Robertson
and Klotz (2002) agree and assert that students in an online learning
environment lack the opportunity and benefits of structured dialogue and the
sense of community created in a traditional on-site classroom environment.
To a great extent, the success of VLE depends largely on the extent to which students accept and use the VLE system. Erik M et al (2008) explained the difference between individual students in the acceptance and use of VLE raising the implications for educationist to look not only at the standard design profile of a VLE but to a more personalised learning system.
Nuket Gunduz and Denise Ozcan (2017) in their study on the ‘Implementation of the Moodle System into EFL Classes’ examined the perception of 333 students and 12 teachers who use the Moodle system in an English department in a secondary school for teaching and learning. The project was still in its early stage at the time of their study, so they were unable to draw a definite conclusion. However, they stated that majority of the students reported that they were sufficient with the Moodle system and most teachers thought that they students will benefit on the long run. 
Barker, Jeny and Gossman, Peter (2013) report on the findings of an investigation into the reported impact of using a college VLE (Moodle) on learning. The investigation was based on three research questions. The finding of the investigation was statically significant. Concluding that the Moodle system leads to improvement in learning and motivation. The challenge here for educationist, is the need for personalisation of individual learning within the VLE.
In support of Eric M et al assertion, Paulo Alves et al (2017) in their study of the influence of (ICT) VLE in students’ performance in higher education, found a positive correlation between the number of times a student accesses a college VLE and their performance. 
Conclusions:
Research studies underpins my research questions. Analysis of my results indicates that VLE has an impact on student achievement As indicated by most participants the use of a VLE encourages independent learning, and that the use of a VLE increases students’ motivation to learn. 
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