When reading through the articles, think about the following:
· How do you think the authors came up with the ideas for the research which led to these publications?
· How do you think the authors actually did the research that led to these publications?
· What primary sources are used by the authors?
· Why do you think the authors chose these particular types of primary sources?
· Where and how do you think the authors accessed the particular primary sources that are used?
· Can you identify instances where the authors have accessed materials from archives or other specialist repositories? And if so, which?
· Can you identify instances where the authors may have accessed materials from online collections or databases? And if so, which?
· How does the authors' use of primary sources inform their arguments? In what ways do the primary sources add to the historiographical debates which the article/chapters contribute to?
Write your ideas/ answers down in a paragraph.

Article 1: Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey in Strata Florida, Janet Burton, 2019
1. To some degree, perhaps epistemology came into play when Burton chose Strata Florida as the subject for their research. To expand, perhaps Burton had personal interest in Welsh medieval history which drove and informed their decision to research the conflict within Strata Florida. Additionally, there appears to be many secondary and primary sources available surrounding this subject, which consequently, may have influenced the researcher's confidence to pursue Strata Floria as the chosen subject of research. Burton has published many books and articles and therefore, perhaps previous research has influenced or unearthed an area worthy of investigation or further investigation. 

2. Formulating a plan to figure out the structure of the argument, the sources needed, and the direction of the research would have needed to be decided before jumping into the main body of the research. Perhaps reading various secondary sources of others’ work for inspiration may have taken place, which could have influenced Burton’s own choices and decisions. Perhaps visiting said primary sources (see question 4 for further discussion) to have first- hand experience with the primary documents that provide the premise to Burton’s research question.  Whilst writing their own research, perhaps Burton would evaluate and ‘fact check’ various information such as dates etc to ensure that their work is accurate and consistent with existing research and evidence. 
3. The primary sources that are referenced are as follows: Calendar of the Charter Rolls, 6 Volumes- 1327- 41. Registrum Johannis deTrillek- 1910/1912. Register of Edward the Black Prince- 1930- 1933.
4. Burton may have chosen these particular primary sources because, together, they provide a plethora of documented examples of recorded conflict that show that from this said conflict, a change to Strata Florida’s reputation/ strength/ power etc. took place. Therefore, Burton used these to reinforce and verify the argument stated in the research title by providing many examples that demonstrate which factors contribute to the conflict at Strata Florida. 
5. [bookmark: _Int_ureaKRsS]Looking at the researcher's footnotes and references, Burton seems to use a combination of primary and secondary sources that guide, influence, and drive their own research forward. A combination of physical and online publications of previous research surrounding Strata Florida appears to have been used, which would have required study and familiarity before using in Burton’s own work. As for the primary sources referenced and discussed, doing the research on these could have been achieved in many ways. First, perhaps Burton visited the said manuscripts in person. To find their location, perhaps Burton used others’ research (e.g. Martin Heale, Abbots and Priors), who lists the exact manuscript, pages, and their location (etc.) and used this information to study the primary sources first- hand. The other possibility could be that Burton accessed electronic copies of the manuscripts (though if they did, there is no web link). Consequently, another possibility is that examples of manuscripts and old records could have been accessed via others or Burton’s own previous research. For example, Martin Heale’s research shows examples of said text and therefore, the primary sources could have been accessed via secondary sources.
6. One particular example of archives is the Register of Edward the Black Prince and Registrum Johannis deTrillek, which is a historical list of dates and events that continued from an earlier date and continued to be updated until said date. 
7. [bookmark: _Int_x5t0GHUM]As mentioned in a previous answer, Martin Heale (and other scholars referenced) provides a detailed record in his own research of various manuscripts and documented accounts of Strata Florida conflict. Therefore, it could be that Burton accessed this bibliography to study these primary documents. However, as discussed above, Burton is a well- established scholar and may have therefore visited the sources and archives in person, perhaps for this article or for past research. Some of these scholars referenced provide online scans of the documents, which would make research easier and more accessible of visiting them was not an option. 
8. The primary sources add to the debate because they provide direct examples of conflict, which strengthens the proposed research title. The volume of examples reinforces these patterns set out by Burton and helps to move Burton’s proposed theory to a plausible argument. 

Summary Task
1. Primary Resources:
- TNA C 85/167/22. C85 Quote. But, taken from secondary source: F. Donald Logan, 1996
- J. H. Parry (ed.), Registrum Johannis de Trillek, Episcopi Herefordensis
2.Archives:
- Calendar of the Close Rolls Preserved in Liber A, Public Record Office, 1902-
- National Archives, London 
- TNA E 36/144, fol.1cv; calendared in The Register of Edward the Black Prince Preserved in the Public
Record Office, 4 vols (London, 1930–33), I, 2.

3. Websites:
- monasticwales.org
- Gutor Glyn: website- poetry 



Article 2: Repairing the loss of the past: the use of written, oral, and physical evidence in the Ecclesiastical History of Orderic Vitalis (c. 1113- 42), Charles C. Rozier
1. Similar to Burton, Rozier has been an academic researcher for a long time, but in this case, in the area of Orderic Vitalis and therefore, perhaps previous research has presented a gap that was worth investigating. An interest in English Medieval history may have influenced Rozier to pursue a career in becoming an academic in this field. 
2. To conduct the research, Rozier referenced a grant given by Swansea University to carry out fieldwork research in Normandy to study the original manuscripts of Orderic Vitalis. Therefore, a study of the primary sources would have been conducted, extracting specific examples that correspond, verify, support the purpose of the research. To do this, learning the transcript in terms of language, handwriting etc. Would have been imperative to transcribing the content. To do so, patterns in the handwriting to decipher unfamiliar words would have been necessary for translation and understanding. Additionally, becoming familiar with previous studies of Oraderic Vitalis’ manuscripts may also help. 
3. The main primary resources used were the original Oraderic Vitalis’ manuscripts of his commentary of his documented accounts of history. 
4. There are many purposes to studying the manuscripts first- hand. Firstly, though previous interpretations in order to undercover patterns in language, rhetoric, meaning etc is prudent, reading such manuscripts for oneself helps to have a ‘fresh set of eyes’ and therefore, a potential new interpretation of the intent behind Vitalis’s records. Therefore, though being familiar with previous nuances surrounding Vitalis’s work is important, studying the manuscripts first- hand may have helped Rozier to formulate his own ideas and opinions. 
5. Rozier visited Normandy where Orderic Vitalis's own Abbey is situated (Saint Evroul). Though many of his manuscripts are in the UK (e.g. British Library), some are kept in Alencon Library in Normandy. Therefore, it is likely that Rozier was able to access a range of these manuscript as part of the fieldwork research in Normandy. Additionally, like Burton, Rozier references other extracts of Vertalis’s manuscripts through the work of other academics. For example, Ecclesiastical History edited by M Chibnal. 
6. An example of an archive used is the example above: Ecclesiastical History of Orderic Vitalis appears to be an archive of ‘Orderic’s life and work’. Similarly, ‘Orderic’s family and childhood’ appears to be a series of documents archived and edited by J. Weston in a ’descriptive catalogue of manuscripts featuring the hand of Orderic Vitalis’’. 
7. Primary resources are used in a similar way to Burton in the sense that they verify and reinforce suggestions made in the article. For instance, Rozier suggests (as it has been suggested by previous scholars) that Vitalis's preferenced physical evidence over oral evidence. The examples from the studied manuscripts support this notion through various patterns of dismissive in language used towards oral evidence and the pattern of using physical remains (early archeology) to support his ideas about the past when only oral evidence was available to him. 


Summary Task:
1 & 2. Primary sources and Archives: Ecclesiastical History of Orderic Vitalis’s life
3. Online resources: Unclear


