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Part 2 - Written Reflection


Curriculum Development Reflection


Within the process of creating a curriculum, I obtained a fresh insight into pedagogy and 

the educational system. By doing so, I have found that my theoretical knowledge has 

improved, along with key skills such as identifying types of assessments, engagement with 

students and providing support and guidance throughout their studies. Although this has 

already been delivered throughout my placement teaching, it’s become heightened more 

so now, as I am aware of the elements within the curriculum and how it can be structured 

week by week. Another aspect, is that my planning skills for designing sessions has 

significantly improved, as I am more aware of the detail and aims and objectives. Each 

week, the sessions must be coherent, flow from one another and progress towards the 

end of the module towards the type of assessment. From having the experience of 

creating a curriculum, I now see and identify that each week must involve a relevant and 

important subject that students will benefit from. Whether it would be practical or 

theoretical, it must be within the curriculum idea, similar to, ‘Appropriate methods for 

teaching, learning and assessing in the subject area and at the level of the academic 

programme’, (K2, (UKPSF) | Advance HE, 2019).


However, the most important piece of knowledge that I have taken from this, is how 

important the types of assessments are. Within my curriculum, I proposed that group 

tutorials, individual tutorials and an exhibition for a summative assessment would be 

needed. The range of assessment strategies, specifically formative ones, are crucial for 

student support as much as it is for the staff, as both parties are able to see, engage and 

converse on current ideas. It gives opportunities to push students in the right direction and 
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offer guidance to improve their education and outcomes for the module; adhering to, 

‘Asses and give feedback to learners’, (A3, (UKPSF) | Advance HE, 2019). 


In addition, I became accustomed to creating and designing informative and exciting ways 

of teaching sessions. Within my curriculum, I proposed 3 materials that would support my 

sessions, and these were; 2 lecture-based and a workshop in the darkroom. There’s a 

difference in the styles of teaching, materials used, approaches to the teaching and how 

students interact. I realised that as part of teaching and delivering information and 

knowledge to students, they also need to participate in other skills that will improve their 

learning and understanding. This is similar to Bloom’s Taxonomy, where creating is higher 

on the scale rather than understanding or remembering, meaning that students will have a 

higher chance of adapting to the new skills and will be able to comprehend the information 

better than a session that is more lecture-based. Additionally connecting to, ‘Design and 

plan learning activities and/or programmes of study’, (A1, (UKPSF) | Advance HE, 2019). 

Utilising tools and more hands-on approach to teaching, encourages students to take part 

but additionally they will remember the workshop better than the lectures. 
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Feedback from Curriculum Proposal


From reviewing my feedback for the curriculum proposal, and considering all points given, 

I’m overall very satisfied and delighted. For most of the comments on each box, the notes 

were positive and they gave great feedback for details within the curriculum. Throughout 

my reflection on the feedback, I’ll be adhering to the ERA Cycle of Reflection, (Jasper, 

2013).


In regards to the justification, all feedback states that there’s a clear statement and 

rationale, that I have mentioned reasons for the need of this curriculum and how it can 

benefit and push students to their potential. There is a note from Feedback Form 3, that 

more information on the ‘justified gap’, would have been beneficial, to discuss the reasons 

as to why the curriculum is not being taught. This will be considered for the future, as it will 

be beneficial to research reasons as to why a certain proposal idea is not on a curricula. 

The experience throughout was strong and included all relevant details, which outlined 

factors, elements and audience. I need to improve on more research skills to generate a 

better understanding of as to why ideas for a curriculum are not being taught. In regards to 

action, applying this knowledge and the skills of generating ideas and proposals within my 

placement setting will benefit my experience as a teacher, similar to, ‘Teach and/or support 

learning’, (A2, (UKPSF) | Advance HE, 2019).


From reviewing feedback from my aims and objectives, there seems to be an overall 

positive outlook, but there is a note left on Feedback Form 3, that states the objectives 

were not clear enough or precise, and it was difficult to see what the curriculum was trying 

to achieve out of students. I agree, as although they said it was detailed in other aspects of 

physicality, the aims and objectives needs to make a clear indicator of what students 
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should achieve throughout and by the end. Creating the aims and objectives at the time, I 

thought I provided a clear objective for students, but from reviewing the feedback, I can 

now reflect and see that there needs to be more. Going into detail and referring to certain 

elements will help support them.


The section that discusses the proposed curriculum entails strong feedback, as all 

answers bring a positive notion, that solidifies my choices and ways of designing creating. 

Referring back to Form 3 again, they go into detail about certain aspects of my proposal 

structure that they feel as though works and supports my ideas. They state, ‘It aims to 

bring theory and practice..opportunities of practice and developing the skills and creativity’. 

My aim throughout was to create an exciting and challenging structure for the curriculum, 

that included a wide range of methods, teaching styles, activities, theoretical learning and 

assessments. From reading the feedback across the 3 forms, I believe that my structure 

presented an exemplary standard of a curriculum design. Taking this feedback, and my 

structure, I will be applying this to my placement teaching as it will support students 

learning and engagement due to the range of methods, this links to, ‘The use and value of 

appropriate learning technologies’, (K4, (UKPSF) | Advance HE, 2019).


Moving to how I considered the relevance of professional standards and benchmarking 

statements, all of my responses are extremely positive. They mention as to how in depth I 

was with my professional standards, throughout the proposal and in it’s own section. 

Additionally, they state in Feedback Form 1, ‘workshops and autonomy on their 

assessment specifically promotes the statements outlines by the QAA membership 

subject’. My aim was to critically analyse my choices for elements of inclusion, and by 

doing so, referring back to benchmarking statements supports them, and helps gather 

further knowledge on the core subject in pedagogy. I researched, referred back to 
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professional standards as much as I could when providing ideas or statements. From 

being critical in this aspect, this as improved my way of teaching through teacher and 

student experience, but also through the idea of the elements of teaching art and design 

as a curriculum. Utilising this, and specifically the benchmark of, (QAA MEMBERSHIP 

Subject Benchmark Statement Art and Design, 2019), can help me reflect and remind 

myself throughout my placement and further teaching. It’s specifically a great structure to 

follow and adhere to.


The section of the scheme of work provided, they were all positive comments. Feedback 

Form 3, states in detail about Week 5 being interesting due to the refresher of a subject, 

and they say ‘great way to ensure students are up to speed’. This links to the Ripples 

Model of learning, and how assessing is final step at the outside of the core. Following the 

stages of wanting, doing, making sense, feedback and verbalising, assessing is the last 

element. This correlates strongly back to the curriculum proposal due to the progression 

and development of pedagogy to students and how they learn. Ripples Model, (Race, 

2016).


Ripples Model, (Race, 2016)
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Other aspects included the schedules progression over the course, to the lead of the 

summative assessment. They all mentioned how the use of formative assessments with 

tutorials is a good strategy to use, due to seeing the progression of student’s learning and 

development. I believe that my scheme of work entails a good structure, that progresses 

from the introductory, aims and objectives, includes practical and external activities, 

ranges of assessment methods, and had both theory and practical elements. Using this 

experience, will help support my planning within my placement teaching in Higher 

Education, but also any future work within pedagogy, similar to, ‘Appropriate methods for 

teaching, learning and assessing in the subject area and at the level of the academic 

programme’, (K2, (UKPSF) | Advance HE, 2019).


Following through to the last section of the form, all responses seem to have a good and 

positive aspect. They all state similar topics and statements that correlate with how the 

curriculum is designed thoroughly, and thought through to develop students skills and 

knowledge. One comment mentions, on Feedback Form 2, how they ‘seemed worried that 

students would feel pressured for the exhibition, but it does allow time after week 6’. The 

reason for this, is due to how the sessions are only 1 day a week, which leaves ample time 

for students to develop, create and learn in their free time, and to make use of facilities 

and opportunities. 


The curriculum itself, from receiving feedback from both students and the examiner, seems 

to be a great proposal and there are only minor aspects to look further into, or research for 

the future.  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Be more 
specific with 
aims and 
objectives - 
curriculum & 
lesson plans

More research 
on 
curriculums, 
and if there is 
a gap. 

Additional 
research on 
modules, 
curriculum 
guides etc.

Design and 
create more 
physical and 
engaging 
sessions.

SPECIFIC Think deeply 
about what I 
want students 
to achieve 
throughout 
the curriculum 
Set targets 
specifically.  
(K2)

Conduct 
extensive 
research, gain 
knowledge 
and 
understanding 
about 
photographic 
curriculums 
(V3)

Read and 
gather 
research on 
specifics when 
teaching 
photography 
in Higher 
Education.

(V3)

Collate ideas 
and consider 
facilities to 
create 
extensive 
workshops 
and activities. 
(A1)

MEASURABLE Consider all 
aspects 
involved in 
either 
curriculum or 
lesson plans.
(K3)

Looking 
deeply into 
the market in 
higher 
education on 
curriculum 
subjects 
within the 
arts. (V3)

Reading more, 
brings clarity 
and better 
understanding 
of pedagogy in 
HE. (V3)

Utilising this 
through my 
own 
placement 
setting. (K4)

ATTAINABLE Making sure I 
have 
considered all 
important 
elements - 
strategies, 
assessments, 
engagement, 
subject. (K2)

Time, research 
and 
consistency to 
learn about 
any gaps 
within the 
educational 
system of 
photography 
or the arts. 
(V3)

Attainable due 
to conducting 
research in 
personal time.
(V3)

Using facilities 
in placement 
setting and 
making use of 
their 
equipment.

(K2)

RELEVANT It helps 
practice and 
become 
accustomed to 
creating them, 
plus it’s 
extremely 
useful for 
students to 
follow. 

(K6)

Relevant due 
to see if there 
is anything 
missing that 
could 
potentially be 
touched upon 
and brought 
into HE.

(V3)

Gives a great 
insight on 
what is 
included in 
regards to 
structure and 
development. 
(A5)

Extremely 
relevant and 
useful, as it 
provides 
students with 
opportunities 
and additional 
skills.

(V2)
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TIME-BASED Short time to 
conduct.

Will take a 
while due to 
researching 
extensively.

Approximately 
will take a 
while due to 
the amount of 
research.

Depends on 
how long and 
advanced the 
activities are.
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